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Middlesex County NOW
PO Box 1432, Highland Park, NJ 08904


May 2010
Officers

President – Skip Drumm

Vice President –  Open

Secretary –  Open

Treasurer – Alan Gross

Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly

Chapter News:

Alan and I attended a meeting of the "Take Back Trenton" Coalition.  They have a list of 8 demands that they are going to present to the Governor, but which did not specifically include the cuts to reproductive health services.  We prevailed on them to add that issue to the list of demands and as a result of this addition, NOW-NJ, did officially endorse the coalition.

Also, click here to read the letter to the editor that went out from the chapter to NJ Newspapers regarding cuts to reproductive services.

NOW-National Conference

Boston, MA

The 2010 NOW National Conference, “Loving Our Bodies, Changing the World”, will take place at the Boston Park Plaza Hotel & Towers July 2-4.  More information coming soon -- in the meantime, please save the date.  The election of delegates to the conference will be held at the May 10th chapter meeting.


Our next meeting
Monday, May 10th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again, courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.

2010 Remaining Meeting Dates

May 10

June – no meeting

July 12

August – no meeting

September 13

October – no meeting

November – no meeting

December 13 (Holiday Party and Election of Officers for 2011)

June is Gay Pride Month 

The main New Jersey Pride celebration takes place on Sunday, June 6th from noon until 7 pm in Asbury Park, and features food, boutiques, tabling, and live entertainment.  This year's headliners include Evelyn "Champagne" King, The Clicks, and the Kinsey Sicks.  For more information go to:  www.jerseypride.org
Ask NOW!
This will be a regular feature where you can send in questions regarding NOW’s stance on a variety of issues.  We also invite comments and articles, which will be published next month.  Please send to Middlesex@nownj.org

New Jersey News:

Eleanor Smeal, founder of the Feminist Majority Foundation and former National NOW President will be the keynote speaker at the Rutgers Commencement Exercises on May 16th, where she will be given an honorary Rutgers degree.  Governor Chris Christy will also receive an honorary degree.  The board said in a press release, "Rutgers traditionally recognizes new governors during the university-wide ceremonies." 

I am relishing the thought of Gov Christie having to sit through one of Ellie’s fire and brimstone speeches!  She is diametrically opposed to everything he stands for, and will not hesitate to tell the graduating class everything that’s on her mind!

Global News

The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals has cleared the way for a massive class action gender discrimination lawsuit against Walmart to go to trial.  The Court said the world's largest private employer will have to face charges that it pays women less than men for the same jobs and that female employees receive fewer promotions and have to wait longer for those promotions than male counterparts.

Wal-Mart employs 1.4 million employees in the United States and 2.1 million workers in 8,000 stores worldwide.  The law suit encompasses more than 1 million women.
National Action:

Stop the Global Gag Rule -- Permanently!

It is unconscionable to place worldwide access to comprehensive reproductive health services and accurate information about women's health care, including abortion care, in jeopardy every four to eight years. That is what the Global Gag Rule does. 

In one of his first acts in office President Obama issued an executive order to repeal the Global Gag Rule. President Clinton did the same thing -- only to have a succeeding president reverse it. That is why it is imperative that Congress pass the Global Democracy Promotion Act that would permanently prevent all future administrations from reinstating the Global Gag Rule.  (Click here for action details.)

How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
Action item of the Month

DO something in response to Christie’s budget!  

· Write a letter of outrage to the editor; 

· Sign and return the cards that were sent to you, and forward them to Planned Parenthood. 

· Go to the March on Trenton May 22nd.  Click here for details.

Lots of choices.  Do at least one of them!  We’re in a fight for our lives, and for our Sisters’ lives.
Did you know:
May 1st was “Derby Day” in KY.  Devil May Care was the only filly in a field of 20 horses, and was actually favored to win (at one point), because she runs well on a muddy track!  And it poured rain in Louisville today.  It didn’t happen.
In the 136 years that the Derby has been run, there have been only 5 female jockeys, none of whom have ever won.  In 1969, Diane Crump was the first woman allowed to ride in the Derby.  Yes, I did say ‘allowed’.  There was a huge bru-ha-ha, but Diane broke through the “equine ceiling.”

Did you know: 

Many women are now opting for cosmetic genital surgery in pursuit of what they believe is “normal” genital appearance.  In actuality, vulvas vary widely from woman to woman, all of which are normal.  

The New View Campaign was formed in 2000 as a grassroots network to challenge distorted and oversimplified messages about women’s sexuality and genitalia, and to protest the growth and lack of regulation of female genital cosmetic surgery.  Doctors often fail to advertise the surgery’s risks and focus instead on improving women’s self-esteem.  For more information on this campaign, visit www.newviewcampaign.org/fgcs.asp

We invite guest writers.
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at the above link.
Heads Up - - PAC Endorsement Time!

Middlesex Co NOW has recommended Rep. Rush Holt to the NOW State PAC for endorsement.  He has been “carrying the water” for us for many years, and has been repeatedly endorsed by us.
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What issues would YOU like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org
In Memoriam:

Dr. Dorothy Height, a champion of civil rights and women’s rights died on April 20, 2010. at the age of 98.  She was President of the National Council of Negro Women (NCNW) for more than 40 years.

