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Middlesex County NOW
PO Box 1432, Highland Park, NJ 08904


June/July 2010
Officers

President – Skip Drumm

Vice President –  Open

Secretary –  Open

Treasurer – Alan Gross

Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly

Chapter News:

Skip and Alan were elected as chapter delegates to the National NOW Conference in Boston in July.  We will report back to the chapter at the July meeting.
NOW-National Conference

Boston, MA

The 2010 NOW National Conference, “Loving Our Bodies, Changing the World”, will take place at the Boston Park Plaza Hotel & Towers July 2-4.  Carol Moseley Braun, Amy Goodman and Dr. LeRoy Carhart will be among the many impressive  speakers.   

Ask NOW!
This will be a regular feature where you can send in questions regarding NOW’s stance on a variety of issues.  We also invite comments and articles, which will be published next month.  Please send to Middlesex@nownj.org

Our next meeting
Monday, July 12th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again, courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
2010 Remaining Meeting Dates

June – no meeting

July 12

August – no meeting

September 13

October – no meeting

November – no meeting

December 13 (Holiday Party and Election of Officers for 2011)

June is Gay Pride Month 

The main New Jersey Pride celebration takes place on Sunday, June 6th from noon until 7 pm in Asbury Park, and features food, boutiques, tabling, and live entertainment.  This year's headliners include Evelyn "Champagne" King, The Clicks, and the Kinsey Sicks.  For more information go to:  www.jerseypride.org
New Jersey News:

35,000 enthusiastic supporters of the effort to keep Gov Christie from implementing his draconian budget cuts turned out on May 22nd  in Trenton.  It was reported to be the largest march our State Capitol had ever seen. 

National News:
June marks the 50th anniversary of a momentous decision by the Food and Drug Administration to approve the birth control pill.  To celebrate this anniversary, the National Women’s Law Center is compiling a list of 50 ways that the pill has revolutionized women’s lives.

Help commemorate the impact the birth control pill has made in women’s lives by letting them know how it changed your life. 

At the end of the month, NWLC will release a list of the top 50 different ways the birth control pill has affected women’s lives.  Make sure your story is included.

Global News:
In India, sodomy has been outlawed for almost 150 years (since British colonization), but lesbians, according to the Indian government, don’t even exist.  However between 1996 and 2004, there were at least 24 lesbian suicide pacts.
There were gay pride parades for the first time in India in 2008.  And Finally, in July, 2009, a Delhi High Court decriminalized consensual sex between same sex partners.
However, stigmatization of gay people remains a problem in rural areas, as does the threat of violence


Action item of the Month

DO something in response to Christie’s budget!  Keep pounding away at this one; the budget is due July 1st!
· Write a letter of outrage to the editor; and copy Middlesex Co NOW, so we can put it in the next newsletter.
· Sign and return the cards that were sent to you, and forward them to Planned Parenthood.  If you have misplaced them, let us know and we’ll send you another set.
· Call a women’s center in your area (they’re listed at the beginning of the phone book) and ask them if they need you to volunteer a few hours. 
Lots of choices.  Do at least one of them!  We’re in the fight of our lives, and for our Sisters’ lives.
Did you know:
Kathryn Bigelow became the first woman to win the Oscar for best director for her film The Hurt Locker.  The film also won best picture.
Did you know:
The Episcopal Church ordained the Rev. Mary Glasspool its first lesbian bishop, and second woman bishop.

In Memoriam:
President of the National Women’s Health Foundation and pro-choice activist Susan Hill died at 61.  For 37 years she braved harassment and death threats to operate critically needed abortion clinics in six states, primarily in the South.  She was determined to provide choice for poor Southern women, but also had a national vision and was lead clinic plaintiff in the long-lasting NOW v. Scheidler Supreme Court case to defend clinics against harassment.
Wilma Mankiller made history when she was elected the first woman principal chief of the Cherokee Nation.  She led her people to economic independence and cultural renewal and became a symbol of hope, especially within original cultures and women’s movements around the world.
She died of pancreatic cancer on April 6 at the age of 64.

Heads Up - - PAC Endorsement Time!

Middlesex Co NOW has recommended Rep. Rush Holt to the NOW State PAC for endorsement.  He has been “carrying the water” for us for many years, and has been repeatedly endorsed by us.
We invite guest writers.
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at the above link.
What issues would YOU like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information

