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Middlesex County NOW
PO Box 1432, Highland Park, NJ 08904


August 2010
Officers

President – Skip Drumm

Vice President –  Open

Secretary –  Open

Treasurer – Alan Gross

Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Our next meeting
Monday, Aug 9, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again, courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
2010 Remaining Meeting Dates

August 9
September 13

October – no meeting

November – no meeting

December 13 (Holiday Party and Election of Officers for 2011)
Chapter News:

Skip and Alan were chapter delegates at the National NOW Conference, which took place at the Boston Park Plaza Hotel & Towers, July 2nd through 4th.  
The theme of the 2010 NOW National Conference was “Loving Our Bodies, Changing the World”, and featured many important workshops, issue hearings, and regional caucuses.  The body also passed a number of significant resolutions to serve as our guidelines going forward.
There were also many well-known speakers, including Ambassador Carol Moseley Braun, National Public Radio’s Amy Goodman, and the courageous and caring abortion doctor, LeRoy Carhart among others.
Dr. Carhart’s presence at the conference really brought home the danger that this doctor faces every day, providing third trimester abortions to desperate women with tragic pregnancies who have nowhere else to turn.  Dr. Carhart stepped into Dr. George Tiller’s shoes, after Dr. Tiller was murdered in church May 2009, and Dr. Carhart has since received continuous death threats from the “so called” Right to Lifers.  He also had a stable with 17 horses, which RTL extremists torched, killing all 17 and Dr. Carhart' s dog.  Appropriately, security was exceedingly tight at the conference.
With his voice at times cracking with emotion, Dr. Carhart described the desperate circumstances of some of the women he has helped.  This is truly a man who has the courage of his convictions.  Referring to the fact that women know what is best for themselves, he ended his speech with the words, “I beg you, trust women”.
New Jersey News:

The legislature passed a bill restoring much of the women’s health services funding that Governor Christie had cut from his budget.  And true to his word, the governor promptly vetoed the bill.  There will be a very critical vote to attempt to override the governor’s veto, and we must contact our legislators urging them to override the veto .
National News:
TAKE ACTION!    NOW activists should call AND email their US senators, urging them to pass the Paycheck Fairness Act (S.182/H.R.12), which the House adopted early in 2009.  Urge your senators to do the right thing and move the bill to a floor vote now, before they recess in August..
Global News:
There is a nationwide action that is going global called “Hollaback”.  When women are harassed on the street, they take a cell phone picture of the harasser, and post it on the Internet for all to see!
Did you know:
In June the FDA gave their approval to a second emergency contraceptive (“Morning After”) pill.  This one is called ellaOne.  The first one is Plan B.

Did you know:
According to Ms magazine, the women of the Gulf are spearheading the clean-up of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill disaster.  Is anyone surprised?
Alert . . . Alert . . .  Alert!
Gay rights activists are furious with Target and Best Buy after they contributed $150,000 and $100,000, respectively, to MN Forward, a political group that has endorsed and is paying for ads for the Republican candidate Tom Emmer.

Emmer, who will face the winner of the Democratic gubernatorial primary and an independent candidate in November, is against same sex marriage.
On Facebook, a group supporting a boycott of Target called “Boycott Target Until They Cease Funding Anti-Gay Politics” already has more than 5,000 members.  There is a similar boycott for Best Buy.
Action item of the Month

· Contact your legislator and urge him/her to vote in favor of overriding Governor Christie’s veto of the bill to restore funding for the women’s health care provisions of the budget.

· Write a letter to the editor to raise public awareness to this critical issue; copy Middlesex Co NOW, so we can put it in the next newsletter.

· Call a women’s center in your area (they’re listed at the front of the phone book) and ask them if they need you to volunteer a few hours. 
Lots of choices.  Do at least one of them!  We’re in the fight of our lives, and for our Sisters’ lives.
We invite guest writers.
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at the above link.

What issues would YOU like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
