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Middlesex County NOW
PO Box 1432, Highland Park, NJ 08904


September 2010
Officers

President – Skip Drumm

Vice President –  Open

Secretary –  Open

Treasurer – Alan Gross

Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Our next meeting
Monday, Sept 13, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again, courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
2010 Remaining Meeting Dates

September 13

October – no meeting

November – no meeting

December 13 (Holiday Party and Election of Officers for 2011)
Chapter News:

Your chapter president was among the Veteran Feminists of America who were honored for their longtime service to the Women’s Movement in Seneca Falls on Aug 21st at the National Women’s Hall of Fame. 

However, your (mostly) Fearless Leader tripped and fell at a rest stop in PA the day before the event, breaking her arm at the shoulder as she and Alan were on their way to Seneca Falls.  Five hours later, she was discharged from the trauma center in Scranton (armed with a cast and pain meds), and back on the road to Seneca Falls. 
If you ever have the opportunity to visit Seneca Falls, don’t miss it.  It is the site of the first women’s rights convention in 1848, and the beginning of the long, hard-fought struggle of our feminist foremothers to win the right to vote.  If you have not seen the PBS documentary “Not for Ourselves Alone” or the HBO film “Iron Jawed Angels”, now is the time to see them.  As we rapidly approach the critically important mid-term elections, we must make sure that every feminist (male and female) gets to the polls.  We cannot afford to lose control of Congress.  There is too much at stake. 
New Jersey News:

· The State Legislature is poised to attempt an override of  Gov Christie’s budget.  Keep calling and writing your Legislators.
· The NOW State Office is closing its doors at the end of Sept.  Anyone wishing to help sort through the decades of memorabilia should show up there the mornings of Sat, 9/11 and/or Sat 9/18th.  They need all the help they can get.
National News - - from the NOW National Action Center:
Alan Simpson is not fit to lead the National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform.  The ugliness of his disrespect for women is matched only by his dogged determination to dismantle Social Security. NOW urges President Obama to take a stand on this issue and replace Simpson immediately. You can take action on NOW's website or through Twitter.
Get Ready to Celebrate Love Your Body Day
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Tired of advertisers telling you what's wrong with your body, skin, hair, face?  Fed up with the media's narrow portrayal of women?  Help NOW Foundation promote positive, inclusive images of women and girls.  Start planning events now for Love Your Body Day on Oct. 20.  Learn more about the campaign.  Enter the contest to design next year's poster.
Alert . . . Alert . . .  Alert!
Gay rights activists are furious with Target and Best Buy after they contributed $150,000 and $100,000, respectively, to MN Forward, a political group that has endorsed and is paying for ads for the Republican candidate Tom Emmer.

Emmer, who will face the winner of the Democratic gubernatorial primary and an independent candidate in November, is against same sex marriage.
On Facebook, a group supporting a boycott of Target called “Boycott Target Until They Cease Funding Anti-Gay Politics” already has more than 76,000 members.  There is a similar boycott for Best Buy.
Action items of the Month

· Contact your legislator and urge him/her to vote in favor of overriding Governor Christie’s veto of the bill to restore funding for the women’s health care provisions of the budget.

· Write a letter to the editor to raise public awareness to this critical issue; copy Middlesex Co NOW, so we can put it in the next newsletter.

· Help close down the NOW-NJ State Office in Trenton.  Call 609-393-0156 to volunteer.
· Call a women’s center in your area (they’re listed at the front of the phone book) and ask them if they need you to volunteer a few hours. 
Lots of choices.  Do at least one of them!  We’re in the fight of our lives, and for our Sisters’ lives.
We invite guest writers.
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at the above link.

What issues would YOU like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
