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Middlesex County NOW
PO Box 1432, Highland Park, NJ 08904


October 2010
Domestic Violence Awareness Month

Women Aware – Abused Women’s Services of Middlesex County is sponsoring an exhibit at the South Brunswick Library, 110 Kingston Lane, Monmouth Junction, NJ, throughout October entitled Baring Our Soles, a visual display of survival and strength.
And Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Click here to find an event in your area.
Officers

President – Skip Drumm

Vice President –  Open

Secretary –  Open

Treasurer – Alan Gross

Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Our next meeting
Monday, Oct, 11th, 7 pm, will be at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again, courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
2010 Remaining Meeting Dates

October – 11
November – no meeting

December 13 (Holiday Party and Election of Officers for 2011)
Chapter News 
At our September meeting we voted to hold a meeting on October 11, which had not previously been scheduled.  At this meeting we will be discussing our campaign activities for the mid-term elections.  We will also be determining our 2011 meeting dates.
State News

As I am sure you are aware, the legislature was not able to override Governor Christie’s veto of the bill to restore funding for the women’s health care provisions of the budget.  This is a legislative disgrace!

National News 
As we rapidly approach the critically important mid-term elections, we must make sure that every feminist (male and female) gets to the polls.  We cannot afford to lose control of Congress.  There is too much at stake.  As People for the American Way September newsletter puts it:

“Republicans in the U.S. Senate have already broken all records for partisan obstructionism, but a bumper crop of far-right GOP candidates threatens to turn the "deliberative body" into a haven for extremists who view much of the federal government as unconstitutional and who are itching to shut it down. 

“Fueled by the unlimited deep pockets of billionaire anti-government ideologues, various Tea Party and corporate-interest groups have poured money into primary elections this year. They have replaced even very conservative senators and candidates backed by the national Republican establishment with others who embrace a range of radically right-wing views on the Constitution, the role of government, the protection of individual freedoms, and the separation of church and state.”
Again, we cannot afford to lose control of Congress.
Get Ready to Celebrate Love Your Body Day
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Tired of advertisers telling you what's wrong with your body, skin, hair, face?  Fed up with the media's narrow portrayal of women?  Help NOW Foundation promote positive, inclusive images of women and girls.  Start planning events now for Love Your Body Day on Oct. 20.  Learn more about the campaign.  Enter the contest to design next year's poster.
Girls' Math Classes Include Lessons in Anxiety
Globally, girls are no worse than boys at mathematics.  But stereotypes, some coming from teachers themselves, keep alive the myth that women and numbers don't mix.  Click here to read more.
FGM Bill Closes Loophole

U.S. Congressman Joseph Crowley of New York is sponsoring a bill to outlaw transporting girls overseas to undergo female genital mutilation, reported YourNabe.com June 3. Federal lawmakers outlawed female cutting in the United States in 1996, but some immigrant families are sending their daughters to their homelands to have the ritual performed, reported the article. Crowley, a long-time advocate for women's rights, says this bill will close that loophole and punish violators with fines and up to five years in prison.
Action item of the Month

· Attend an event in memory of Tyler Clementi.  There is no single place where all events are listed.  Here are some of the sites which describe events:  

· RU Pride (Rutgers-Newark):  lgbt.newark.rutgers.edu.

· Garden State Equality:  www.GardenStateEquality.org
· Hudson Pride Connections:  www.hudsonpride.org 
We invite guest writers.
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at the above link.

What issues would YOU like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
