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Middlesex County NOW
PO Box 1432, Highland Park, NJ 08904


December 2010
Officers

President – Skip Drumm

Vice President –  Open

Secretary –  Open

Treasurer – Alan Gross

Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Our next meeting:
Party Night and Election of Officers!

Monday, December 13th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again, courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
We are looking for new voices and new faces in the delegation of officers.  So if you are willing to be a chapter officer, let me know.  
These are not difficult or time-consuming jobs, but we do need folks with enthusiasm to fill the bill.  Also, if we have several people sharing the load, it especially makes it easy on everyone to run the chapter smoothly.
2011 Chapter Meeting Dates

Check our web site for the 2011 meeting dates.
Action Preparation
Fistula follow-up – Debbie reported that the video is available on line at pbs.org.  (You can watch the program at http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/beautiful/program.html).
Our chapter has decided to take this issue on and educate our members about this serious, yet easily treatable condition in developing countries, which results from prolonged and complicated labor.  Women suffering from this condition are ostracized and doctors are hesitant to treat the condition due to the stigma involved.
Rep Carolyn Maloney has introduced 
HR 5441 which will authorize funding to prevent and treat obstetric fistula.  It is currently in the House Foreign Affairs Committee, and a resolution was passed at the 2010 NOW-National Conference that NOW will advocate for speedy passage of HR 5441 when it comes up for a vote.
Meanwhile, we need to educate our members as to this condition and prepare to advocate in Congress for the passage of the bill.
The Midterm Elections
The Midterms did not turn out as well as we had hoped, but at least the Democrats held their majority in the Senate, and Nancy Pelosi was elected Minority Leader in the House.  She is a determined and courageous woman, and she will continue to fight for our issues.  
Quoting National NOW President Terry O’Neill, “Make no mistake:  Under the new Republican leadership, women's issues will be compromised.  They will try to repeal the health care reform law, privatize or cut Social Security, cut funding for family-planning programs, undermine equal marriage initiatives, and try to weaken Roe v. Wade.  Soon-to-be Speaker of the House John Boehner has made it no secret that he is anti-choice and anti-equal marriage, and he will try to undo important gains made by the progressive movement.  We cannot let that happen.”

Stay tuned for news on what you can do to help.

Feminist News Items 
From Women’s E-News:

Boy-Girl Differences Beg for More Brain Research

By Lise Eliot, WeNews correspondent 

Neuroscientist Lise Eliot argues for more brain research on boy-girl differences in her new book, "Pink Brain, Blue Brain: How Small Differences Grow Into Troublesome Gaps – And What We Can Do About It."  Click here to read more.
WeNews “Jeers” item:

John McEnroe said female players aren't tough enough to compete in as many tournaments as men, the Daily News reported Aug. 28.  "They should be required to be in less events.  There should be less events for the women," the retired three-time U.S. Open champion said on a CBS Sports conference call.
Doulas Step Up to Comfort NYC Abortion Patients

By Molly M. Ginty, WeNews correspondent

A doula program in New York City has been giving care and comfort to women undergoing abortions for two years.  Among the roughly 1,500 women who have been offered the services, only one woman so far has declined.  Click here to read more.
India Relies on 'Two-Finger' Test to Verify Rape
By Kavitha Rao, WeNews correspondent

The two-finger rape test in India is physically invasive and contradicts legal standards against using a victim's previous sexual experience against her.  A rights group is calling for a ban, and a lower court ruled that it should be stopped.  Click here to read more.
Japan's Dancing Grannies Defy the Aging Routine
By Catherine Makino, WeNews correspondent

A Japanese mayor put eight elderly women on TV three years ago to promote tourism with their song-and-dance routine.  Three years later, they are national pop stars who tap a new, more energetic attitude toward aging.  Click here to read more.
Five Candidates Can't Carry All Our Diaper Bags
By Allison Stevens,WeNews correspondent

When mothers of young children got elected to Congress a nursing room and day-care center opened on Capitol grounds.  That's the kind of representation and advocacy that parents with young children need out here in the real world.  Click here to read more.
South African doctor invents female condoms with 'teeth' to fight rape
http://edition.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/africa/06/20/south.africa.female.condom/
And finally, new chapter member, Maha Raman, brought this to our attention:

Rescuing girls from sex slavery

By Ebonne Ruffins, CNN

Geeta was 9 when she began wearing makeup, staying up until 2 a.m., and having sex with as many as 60 men a day.  "I used to be really sad and frustrated with what was happening in my life," she said.  Click here to read more.

We invite guest writers.
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would YOU like to see our chapter address?
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
