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Middlesex County NOW
PO Box 1432, Highland Park, NJ 08904


January 2011
Officers

President – Skip Drumm

Vice President – Lisanne Powers
Secretary – Open

Treasurer – Alan Gross

Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Our next meeting:
Monday, Jan 10th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again, courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
Chapter News
At our meeting on Mon, Dec 13th, 2010, we elected officers … and then partied!
Congratulations to:

President – Skip Drumm

Vice President – Lisanne Powers

Treasurer – Alan Gross

Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly

The position of secretary remains open, and this is an appeal for someone to step up to the plate and fill that role.  The only duties are to record the minutes of each meeting and submit them to the body for approval. 
2011 Chapter Meeting Dates

Check our web site for the 2011 meeting dates.
Action Preparation
Fistula follow-up – ongoing: Debbie has reported that the video is available on line at pbs.org.  (You can watch the program at http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/beautiful/program.html).
As you know, our chapter has decided to take this issue on and educate our members about this serious, yet easily treatable condition in developing countries, which results from prolonged and complicated labor.  Women suffering from this condition are ostracized and doctors are hesitant to treat the condition due to the stigma involved.
Rep Carolyn Maloney has introduced HR 5441, which will authorize funding to prevent and treat obstetric fistula.  It is currently in the House Foreign Affairs Committee, and a resolution was passed at the 2010 NOW-National Conference that NOW will advocate for speedy passage of HR 5441 when it comes up for a vote.
At the moment, nothing is happening about anything until the Republicans sort out leadership positions and committee chairs.  Meanwhile, we need to educate our members as to this condition and prepare to advocate in Congress for the passage of the bill.
Once again, quoting National NOW President Terry O’Neill, “Make no mistake: Under the new Republican leadership, women's issues will be compromised.  They will try to repeal the health care reform law, privatize or cut Social Security, cut funding for family-planning programs, undermine equal marriage initiatives, and try to weaken Roe v. Wade.  Soon-to-be Speaker of the House John Boehner has made it no secret that he is anti-choice and anti-equal marriage, and he will try to undo important gains made by the progressive movement.  We cannot let that happen.”

Stay tuned for news on what you can do to help.
Victories
Despite this doom and gloom, in the Lame Duck session, Congress got off its collective duff and passed the bill to repeal “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”!  Finally!  Long overdue!
In addition, they approved the bill providing health care to First Responders, which should have been a no brainer, but which took 8 or 9 months to pass.  This was a matter of importance to feminists, because many of the First Responders were women.  A book was written about these courageous women called, Women at Ground Zero: Stories of Courage and Compassion.  Little known fact:  Four of these women died in the collapse of the towers on 9-11.
Feminist News Items 
From Women’s E-News:
Police Drag Heels on Officers' Domestic Abuse
By Judith Spitzer–
WeNews correspondent

Domestic violence is at least–if not more–as prevalent in the homes of police officers as the rest of the population.  Very few agencies have adopted programs and model policies to address complaints against their own officers.

Boehner Hardens Anti-Choice Agenda in Next Congress
By Sharon Johnson–

WeNews senior correspondent

House Speaker John Boehner of Ohio personifies the battles over reproductive health care rights at home and abroad that pro-choice advocates see lying ahead in the 112th Congress, which starts on January 5th.
More Reproductive Rights Bad News
(The top “News to Jeer”):

The Senate and House approved the final version of the National Defense Authorization Act of 2011 but not the Burris Amendment, which would have repealed the law forbidding servicewomen and female military dependents from using their own money for abortion services at military hospitals, reported the National Women's Law Center Dec. 22.
NYC Tests Brakes on Crisis Pregnancy Centers
By Rita Henley Jensen–
WeNews editor in chief

New York City is considering following Baltimore in regulating what anti-choice crisis pregnancy centers can say in their ads and window signs.  A recent hearing gave those opposed a chance to make their negative reaction clear.

'Prospera' Brings Dark Magic to Life in December
By Jennifer Merin–
WeNews film critic

December brings a treasure trove of movies.  But if there's one not to miss in all the hurly burly of Oscar buzz and holiday fare it's "The Tempest," starring Helen Mirren as a Shakespearean sorcerer transformed by a director's magic into a woman.
Japan Gets How-To List in Handling Sex Assault
By Catherine Makino–

WeNews correspondent

An 11-point list for reforming Japan's legal response to sex-assault victims emerged from a weekend meeting of international advocates at a research institute in Tokyo. Barring police from questioning a victim's sexual history was among them.

Catholics Await Gender-Neutral Liturgy
By Mary Kate Boylan–
WeNews correspondent

"He" and "mankind" have been dropping from some religious texts in favor of gender-neutral terms.  Lacking a papal initiative, priests who modify the Catholic liturgy are doing it one by one. In Memoriam

Geraldine Hoff Doyle, who was believed to be the unwitting model for the “We Can Do It!” poster of a woman flexing her biceps in a factory during World War II – an image that later became a symbol for the American feminist movement – died on Sunday in Lansing, Mich.  She was 86. 


We invite guest writers.
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at the above link.

What issues would YOU like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information
Holiday Humor:
According to the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, while both male and female reindeer grow antlers in the summer each year, male reindeer drop their antlers at the beginning of winter, usually late November to mid-December. Female reindeer retain their antlers till after they give birth in the spring.
Therefore, according to EVERY historical rendition depicting Santa's reindeer, EVERY single one of them, from Rudolph to Blitzen, had to be a girl.
We should've known... ONLY women would be able to drag a man in a red velvet suit all around the world in one night and not get lost.  
