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Middlesex County NOW
PO Box 1432, Highland Park, NJ 08904


February, 2011
Officers

President – Skip Drumm

Vice President – Lisanne Powers
Secretary – Open

Treasurer – Alan Gross

Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Our next meeting:
Our Jan meeting was snowed out, and there is no meeting scheduled for Feb.  So our next meeting will be Monday, Mar 14th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again, courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
Chapter News
The position of secretary remains open, and this is an appeal for someone to step up to the plate and fill that role.  The only duties are to record the minutes of each meeting and submit them to the body for approval. 
March is Women’s History Month.  The theme this year is “Our History is our Strength.”  Does anyone have any ideas about how the chapter might celebrate?  (See next column over.)  - - - - - - - - - - - - >
2011 Chapter Meeting Dates

Check our web site for the 2011 meeting dates.
Women in the News
According to Ms. Magazine, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton was asked by an interviewer which clothing designers she prefers.  She spunkily replied, “Would you ever ask a man that question?”
Also from Ms., the official obituary of Elizabeth Edwards printed in the Washington Post made the following assertion:  “John Edwards was derided by opponents as ‘the Breck Girl’ for his good looks, while she clearly struggled with her weight.”  C’mon Washington Post – was that really necessary??
And another item from Ms.:  when Nancy Pelosi became the first woman Speaker of the House, Ms. was the only national magazine to feature her on its cover.  On the other hand, both Time and Newsweek put Speaker Boehner on their covers (even before he officially took office), while refusing to feature Speaker Pelosi.
Other Women’s News

And now for some good news from Ms.:  this March 8th will mark the 100th anniversary of International Women’s Day.  This will coincide with a newly recognized Harvard-born “Feminist Coming Out Day,” devoted to embracing what they called the “F-word” and publicly declaring your commitment to gender equality.  Wear your “This is what a feminist looks like” tee shirt that day!  Also, how about wearing it to the next chapter meeting as a way of celebrating Women’s History Month?
And finally, March 10th is National Day of Appreciation for Abortion Providers.  In this day of demented people stalking (and shooting) abortion providers, stop by your local clinic and express your gratitude for their courage and the amazing work they are doing – All of them, not just the doctors.
The 38th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade  

Jan 22 (the anniversary of Roe v. Wade) through Feb 22 is the time frame that has been designated as “Trust Women” month in support of women’s reproductive rights and autonomy.  Trust Women was a favorite saying of Dr. George Tiller.  Wear a Silver Ribbon to raise awareness of the importance of supporting women's rights and reproductive healthcare.  For more info, go to Twibbon.com.
From Women’s E-News
Nikki Haley was sworn into office Jan. 12 as governor of South Carolina, making history as both the state's first woman and first minority governor, reported NPR.
A Washington County Circuit Court judge who had previously ruled that a woman could not adopt the last name of her same-sex partner has reversed himself, holding that the name change could go forward, reported an ACLU press release Jan. 13.
An ABC News 20/20 investigation reports that more than 1,000 young American women have been raped or sexually assaulted in the last decade while serving as Peace Corps volunteers in foreign countries.
From Change.org
"Corrective Rape" is a term used to describe when a man rapes a lesbian with the aim of 'turning' her heterosexual.  This heinous crime is prolific in South Africa, especially in the townships.  Most of the victims are tortured, grievously assaulted and sometimes murdered.  They are also prone to getting HIV/AIDS from the assault, and many of them commit suicide as a result of the “corrective rape”.

A pharmacist at a Nampa, Idaho, Walgreens refused to dispense medication that stops uterine bleeding because she suspected the woman may have had an abortion.  The pharmacist invoked the state's new so-called conscience clause that allows pharmacists to refuse to fill prescriptions for emergency contraceptives and abortifacient drugs, among other things, if they have a personal problem with it.  They may also refuse to refer a woman elsewhere to get the Rx filled. 
From the National Women’s Health Network
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced yesterday that women with breast implants may be more likely to get a rare cancer of the immune system.  A small number of women with implants have developed anaplastic large cell lymphoma (ALCL), possibly as a result of silicone found in cells around the implants.  The cases include women with both saline- and silicone gel-filled implants, both of which are contained in a silicone envelope.

In Memoriam
From Ms. Magazine: Adele Starr the founding president of Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) has died at age 90.

And from Yahoo:  Geraldine Doyle died in January at the age of 86.  She was the Michigan factory worker used as the unwitting model for the wartime Rosie the Riveter poster whose inspirational "We Can Do It!" message became an icon of the feminist movement.

We invite guest writers.
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at the above link.

What issues would YOU like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
