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Middlesex County NOW
PO Box 1432, Highland Park, NJ 08904


March, 2011
Women’s History Month

Officers

President – Skip Drumm

Vice President – Lisanne Powers
Secretary – Open

Treasurer – Alan Gross

Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Our Next Meeting:
Our January meeting had to be cancelled, and there was no meeting scheduled for Feb.  So our next meeting will be Monday, Mar 21st, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  (Note the date change.)  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
Chapter News
The position of secretary remains open, and this is an appeal for someone to step up to the plate and fill that role.  The only duties are to record the minutes of each meeting and submit them to the body for approval. 
March is Women’s History Month.  The theme this year is “Our History is our Strength.”  Does anyone have any ideas about how the chapter might celebrate?  (See next column over.)  - - - - - - - - - - - - >
2011 Chapter Meeting Dates

Check our web site for the 2011 meeting dates.
Women in the News
From Women’s Media Center:  
By now, most of us have heard about the brutal sexual assault of CBS news correspondent Lara Logan.  And by now, most of us have read the inevitable blogs and comment threads reacting to the assault.  A clinical psychologist who specializes in post-traumatic stress disorder states, “I’ve been horrified by some of the comments I’ve read —declarations about Lara Logan’s looks, her previous sexual history, her choice of profession.  The irrelevant information seems to have no bounds.” Click here to read the full article.
Also From Women’s Media Center: 

House Votes to De-fund Planned Parenthood
After the House vote to rescind all funding for Planned Parenthood, congresswomen along with men and women across the country are speaking out to protect access to health care and family planning services.
Click here for Nancy Pelosi’s statement.
Some good news from Ms.:  this March 8th will mark the 100th anniversary of International Women’s Day.  This will coincide with a newly recognized Harvard-born “Feminist Coming Out Day,” devoted to embracing what they called the “F-word” and publicly declaring your commitment to gender equality.  Wear your “This is what a feminist looks like” tee shirt that day!  Also, how about wearing it to the next chapter meeting as a way of celebrating Women’s History Month?
And don’t forget, March 10th is National Day of Appreciation for Abortion Providers.  In this era of demented people stalking (and shooting) abortion providers, wear one of your CHOICE buttons to publicly declare your support for a woman’s right to choose.
More From Women’s E-News
Arab Women in Revolution: Reports from the Ground
By WeNews Staff 
From uprisings that overthrew colonial powers to modern revolutions waged on the streets and online, women in the Middle East have been at the frontlines of the region’s every decisive moment.  And yet they are often left to the footnotes of history books and in the margins of media stories.  The web page above contains links to more in-depth reporting.
Kabul Seeks Control Of Women's Shelters
From NPR news, 2/22/2011: Thousands of Afghan women are at risk due to a proposed new law that will require women that seek safety at a women’s shelter to first gain approval from a governmental committee.  Women would be subjected to medical examinations, including a virginity test, and may then be confined to the shelter after admittance.  Critics say government control would mean interference and would turn the shelters into prisons.

From the NOW National Office:

U.S. Catholic Bishops Major Force Behind War on Women
Statement of NOW President Terry O'Neill
February 23, 2011

The collusion of House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) and the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has led to an open declaration of war on the women of this country.  The bishops have long sought to enshrine into law those policies of the Catholic Church that subordinate women.  And they don't care how badly women get hurt in the process.  Click here for press release from National office.
From Women Aware
New Survey Shows Need for Domestic Violence Services is Increasing

Women Aware Reflects National, Statewide Trends
A new survey conducted by the National Network to End Domestic Violence (NNEDV) reveals telling information about domestic violence services in the U.S. 

 

In one 24-hour period, 1,214 victims of domestic violence and their children across New Jersey received life-saving services from local domestic violence organizations.  Domestic violence victim advocates here answered 499 emergency hotline calls.  In New Brunswick, Women Aware, the comprehensive domestic violence agency for Middlesex County, sheltered 18 domestic violence victims and their children, fielded 26 hotline calls, and provided non-residential services to 28 others.

"We're seeing a drastic surge in demand for our services,” said Phyllis Adams, executive director of Women Aware.  The full National Domestic Violence Counts 2010 are available online at http://www.nnedv.org/census. 
And finally, two more items from WeNews:

Chicago’s Mayoral Race

The club of women who act as mayors of large cities is at its highest point, but in the Feb. 22 mayoral election in Chicago, Carol Moseley Braun came in far behind Rahm Emanuel, garnering only 9% of the vote.

Bangladesh Praised for Reducing Acid Attacks
Bangladesh is singled out from neighboring India and Cambodia for taking stronger measures to stop acid attacks on women in a report released Thursday.  The attacks to disfigure and isolate victims are called acts of gender terrorism.
Abortion Terror Continues
From The Rachel Maddow Show:

Wichita, KS has had no abortion provider since Dr. George Tiller was gunned down while he was handing out church bulletins at his church on May 31, 2009.

No provider has been willing to offer this vital and legal medical procedure since Dr. Tiller’s murder, due to the continuing reign of terror by the organization that calls itself “Right to Life.”
Recently Dr. Mila Mead has attempted to set up an abortion practice in Wichita, but has been unsuccessful in finding a suitable location, due to threats of violence against her personally, and against any realtor who would provide her space for her practice.

NOW has been following these events with intense concern, and Dr. Mead has met with leaders of the pro-choice movement, including NOW, over the past few months.  We will keep you up to date as these events unfold.

We invite guest writers.
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at the above link.

What issues would YOU like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
