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Middlesex County NOW
PO Box 1432, Highland Park, NJ 08904


April, 2011
Officers

President – Skip Drumm

Vice President – Lisanne Powers
Secretary – Open

Treasurer – Alan Gross

Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Our Next Meeting:
Our next meeting will be Monday, Apr 11th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  (Note the date change.)  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
Chapter News
The position of secretary remains open, and this is an appeal for someone to step up to the plate and fill that role.  The only duties are to record the minutes of each meeting and submit them to the body for approval. 
2011 Chapter Meeting Dates

Check our web site for the 2011 meeting dates.
In Memoriam 

Geraldine Ferraro, who in 1984 became the first woman named to a major-party presidential ticket, died on March 26th.  The former three-term House member from Queens, New York, was 75 years old.  She had long been suffering from multiple myeloma, a type of blood cancer.  The sadness that I feel over her passing is laced with memories of her achievements on behalf of women over her lifetime.  Click here for Terry O’Neill’s piece on Ferraro; 
and click here for piece by Letty Cottin Pogrebin of the Women’s Media Center.
100th Anniversary of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire

NYC NOW member, Labor Activist, writer and author of Sisters in the Brotherhoods has accepted our invitation to write a guest article for the NOW Newsletter.  We are pleased to present her article here, commemorating the disastrous Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire, which took the lives of 146 women.  Why did so many die in the blaze?  Because the doors of the factory were locked by orders of management and the women could not escape!
By Jane LaTour

On March 25, 1911, a fire ripped through the Triangle Shirt Factory on Greene Street in lower Manhattan.  It took the lives of 146 workers, largely Jewish and Italian immigrant women.  One hundred years later, we honor their memory.  The words, “Triangle Fire,” still resonate, because of the legacy of that tragedy.  Young immigrant women working in the city’s sweatshops were part of a movement to organize a union.  In 1909, the “Uprising of the 20,000,” the first massive strike organized by women and girls, found exploited women in the street as they struck for a union contract and better working conditions.  While the outpouring of women led to the birth of the International Ladies Garment Workers Union, the owners of the Triangle Shirt Factory fiercely resisted unionization.  The fire occurred during the Progressive Era, when reformers, armed with commitment, knowledge and passion, were championing reforms in the nation’s workplaces.  Florence Kelley’s Consumer League was a fierce partisan for change.  Frances Perkins, trained by Kelley, and destined to become the first female U.S. labor secretary in the 1930s under President Franklin D. Roosevelt, worked as an investigator for the Factory Investigating Commission that the state Legislature created three months after the tragedy. 

The Factory Investigation Commission was given unprecedented powers to subpoena witnesses and employ experts to study fire hazards, dangerous working conditions, occupational disease and tenement labor.  Over 42 laws were passed as a result of their work, laws which “entirely recast the labor law of the nation’s largest state,” as author David Von Drehle described in “Triangle:  The Fire That Changed America.”  They required automatic sprinklers in tall buildings, fire drills and unlocked doors in large workplaces and stronger protections for women and children, and they restricted manufacturing by poor families in tenements.  To enforce these laws, the state completely reorganized its Labor Department. American workers no longer labor in a progressive age.  Today battle rages as right-wing Republicans, funded by business, seek to weaken safety and consumer protection regulations and let violators escape culpability.  The legacy of the Triangle Fire victims lives on.
Triangle Fire Bibliography
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The New York City Triangle Factory Fire (Images of America Series); By Leigh Benin, et. al.

Richard A. Greenwald; The Triangle Fire, the Protocols of Peace, and Industrial Democracy in Progressive Era New York

George Whitney Martin; Madam Secretary, Frances Perkins
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From Chapter Member Mimi Pichey
The senseless "Sense and Sensibility" laws still on our books:  Click here to read what the ACLU has to say about this.
From Morris County NOW Member Vicky Stapleton

Regarding The Women’s Empowerment 2011 event at Old Bridge High school where she staffed a NOW table last week, Vicky writes, “There were, I believe, six other tables, although the listing for WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT 2011 listed 13 others.  I enjoyed being there as I always love to ‘educate’ people about what N.O.W. is -- and isn't!  Thankfully there was only ONE girl that was (visually obvious!) anti-abortion.  That, specifically, women's rights ‘in general’, and the loss of the W.I.C. nutritional program for pregnant women and children were what concerned the students the most.  Quite a few thanked me for coming and asked if they have to be an adult to join [NOW].  I really hope we can do more of this in lots of other schools! VICKY STAPLETON.  Yes, Vicky, I agree!
From Women’s Media Center. 
Additional articles that may be of interest:
Female Favoritism at MIT
3/21/11
Jezebel: MIT started a program in 1999 to have a gender-equal faculty. It has become so successful, people question if it is right. 

Attacks on Elizabeth Warren, a Woman Speaking Out Against Goldman Sachs
3/18/11
Alternet: Elizabeth Warren, a former banker for Goldman Sachs and now chair of the Congressional Oversight Panel, is known for scrutinizing Goldman Sachs. Members of Goldman Sachs retaliate.

Gender Politics on College Campuses
3/21/11
The Daily Beast: Princeton women may beat their male classmates in GPA, honors, and leadership positions, except males still take the top positions. 
Republican Likens 11-year-old Rape Victim to “21-yr-old prostitute”
3/16/11
Alternet: Florida lawmaker Kathleen Passidomo blames victim of 18 person gang rape for dressing above her age.

New Abortion Laws Going to Extreme
3/15/11
Alternet: South Dakota leads U.S. in having the most restrictive anti-abortion laws. South Dakota lawmakers argue that by prosecuting abortion doctors, they are fending off potential attackers.

Lack of Coverage of Women’s March Madness
3/14/11
Ms.: Media concentrates on Men’s teams during March Madness.

Woman Coaches Boys Basketball Team to Title
3/20/11
Jezebel: Female coach molds mediocre basketball team and brings them to state.


We invite guest writers.
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at the above link.

What issues would YOU like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
