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Middlesex County NOW
PO Box 1432, Highland Park, NJ 08904


May, 2011
Officers

President – Skip Drumm

Vice President – Lisanne Powers
Secretary – Open

Treasurer – Alan Gross

Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Our Next Meeting:
Our next meeting will be Monday, May 9th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
Chapter Items
The position of secretary remains open, and this is an appeal for someone to step up to the plate and fill that role.  The only duties are to record the minutes of each meeting and submit them to the body for approval. 
2011 Chapter Meeting Dates

Check our web site for the 2011 meeting dates.
National News

DC Mayor Arrested After Protesting Abortion Spending Cuts
4/11/11
CNN: DC Mayor Vincent Gray was among those arrested for protesting outside the Capitol, after Congress passed the budget deal banning the District from spending its own money to provide abortions for low-income women.
From the New York Times  4-6-11
The employment discrimination lawsuit against Wal-Mart, which the Supreme Court will hear this Spring, is the largest in American history.  If the court rejects this suit, it will send a chilling message that some companies are too big to be held accountable. 

From Ms Magazine, Spring 2011
Two years after the murder of abortion provider Dr. George Tiller in Wichita, KA,   another doctor has stepped up to replace him.  Dr. Mila Means wants to open her practice in Wichita, but has faced extreme harassment from the “so-called” Right To Life organization.  She has been faced with threatening letters, phone calls, and posters declaring her a mass murderer.  This alarms abortion rights supporters, since in the past, such harassment has preceded violence.  To sign the petition to urge the Kansas attorney general and Sedgwick County district attorney to stop anti-abortion terrorism in Wichita before another doctor is murdered, click here.
In a related note from the Women’s Media Center  4/22/11
Ms:  A judge refused to issue an injunction requiring abortion opponent Angel Dillard to stay 250 feet away from Dr. Mila Means, her clinic and her home.
Also From Ms

Two drastic anti-abortion bills were introduced in the South Dakota state legislature this winter.  One, a “justifiable homicide” bill would legalize the killing of abortion providers; the other requires women seeking abortions to wait 72 hours and visit a crisis pregnancy center.  The first was tabled indefinitely after nationwide feminist outrage; the second was signed into law.
And From the Ms Calendar

Veteran Feminists of America honors Betty Friedan on June 17th in Gramercy Park, NY in celebration of NOW’s 45th anniversary.  For details go to www.vfa.us/#Honors.

And Finally From Ms 
The cover of Ms proclaims “Rape is Rape” and the lead article focuses on two main issues:  the definition of rape, as defined by the FBI in 1929 and the hundreds of thousands of rape kits that are in police storage that have not been tested.  The FBI 1929 definition which is the foundation for trying rape cases today is “The carnal knowledge of a female forcibly and against her will”.  This archaic definition ignores all of the rapes that do not fall into the category of forced penile-vaginal rape.  And the backlog of untested rape kits means that these rapists (many of whom are serial rapists) are still on the streets and still endangering our communities.  The conclusion of this article is that the FBI must change its definition of rape, and that police departments must test every rape kit in their backlog, and make sure that untested kits don’t accumulate again.  The campaign that is championing this is No More Excuses.  Visit this website to learn what you can do to end rape in our communities.
From Women’s Media Center:
4/13/11 WMC to Wall St Journal: Print Fair Coverage of Fair Pay
Change.org: The Wall Street Journal decided to honor Equal Pay Day with an anti-fair pay oped; the WMC has launched a call to action to hold them accountable.
From WMC  4/13/11 
Judge Gives Philly Area Students the Right to "Heart" Boobies
Two middle schools got in trouble on Breast Cancer Awareness Day for wearing “I (heart) Boobies” bracelets, which were subsequently banned by their school.  The ACLU filed a suit on their behalf and now, thanks to a federal judge, students in Pennsylvania are free to keep hearting boobies.
From WMC  4/13/11  

Now the GOP Is Going After Sexual Health and the Pill  
Alternet:  The war on contraception and women’s health care is only just beginning.
From WMC  4-14-11

Senate Rejects Measure to Defund Planned Parenthood
MSNBC: Five Republicans voted with Democrats to keep funding in place for Planned Parenthood.
From WMC  4/17/11
The Singing Grannies: “Don’t Say Uterus”
RH Reality Check:  The “Singing Grannies” sing an ode to the Florida state legislature. 
From WMC  4/21/11
Tennessee ‘Don’t Say Gay’ Bill Advances, Sponsor Says Teachers Need Time for ‘Arithmetic’
The Wonk Room: The bill would prohibit teachers from discussing of any sexuality except heterosexuality in grades K-8.
From WMC  4/21/11
Elected Batterers: Abortion Restrictions as Violence Against Women
Alternet: A bill being debated in Missouri would allow pharmacy employees to refuse to fill prescriptions for birth control.
International News From WMC  4/11/11
Protesters Arrested As France Enforces Veiling Ban 
As the ban on burqas and other robes worn by Muslim women went into effect, protests began and police arrested two fully veiled women outside of Notre Dame in Paris.
From Women’s e-News  4/29/11
New Anti-Choice Laws Are Strangling Roe v. Wade
Anti-choice state measures are effectively nullifying Roe v. Wade, a Slate columnist writes this week. That's because pro-choice activists are reluctant to bring legal challenges that could wind up in an unfriendly Supreme Court.
From National Women’s Health Network
4/28/11
Book Review: In Our Control: The Complete Guide to Contraceptive Choices for Women
As if the cost of drugs isn't high enough, the misconception that generic oral contraceptives (OC) are less effective than brand name OCs often causes women to spend more for no reason! A recent review of research on this question showed that brand-name and generic oral contraceptives are in reality the same.
From Care 2  Bus Driver vs Planned Parenthood
Bus Driver Fired For Refusing To Take Patient To Planned Parenthood Gets $21,000 Settlement
Last year, when Austin bus driver Edwin Graning refused to drive a woman to Planned Parenthood because he was afraid she might be getting an abortion, Graning was fired for not doing his job.  The "ordained Christian minister" then filed a suit claiming he was discriminated against on the basis of his religion.  Now, rather than fight a protracted and likely expensive legal battle, the city has decided to settle and pay Graning $21,000.
Announcements 
Valerie B. Jarrett, Senior Advisor to President Barack Obama & Chair of the White House Council on Women and Girls will speak at Douglas on May 2nd.
k.d. lang will be at the Beacon Theatre on Monday, June 20, and at the Belleayre Music Fest on Sunday July 3.
Position open as Production Worker in East Rutherford.  Apply via internet at
http://jobs.oldcastle.com/apply.asp?oc?oc17251?egrimes?121
We invite guest writers.
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at the above link.

What issues would YOU like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
