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Middlesex County NOW
PO Box 1432, Highland Park, NJ 08904


June, 2011
Officers

President – Skip Drumm

Vice President – Lisanne Powers
Secretary – Open

Treasurer – Alan Gross

Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Our Next Meeting:
Our next meeting will be Monday, July 11, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
Chapter Items
The position of secretary remains open, and this is an appeal for someone to step up to the plate and fill that role.  The only duties are to record the minutes of each meeting and submit them to the body for approval. 
2011 Chapter Meeting Dates

Check our web site for the 2011 meeting dates.
National News

Lara Logan Breaks Ground With Graphic Description Of Her Rape, Injuries
5/2/11  The link above has a video of her interview on 60 Minutes
From the Alternet:  5/10/11 "Draconian" SD Law Effectively Bans Abortion, Despite Abortion Being Legal in the U.S. 
From Feministing:  Indiana Becomes First State to Defund Planned Parenthood 4/28/11  If signed into law, the bill would also make Indiana the 5th state to jump on the unscientific “fetal pain” train and ban abortion after 20 weeks.

From Jezebel:  Use Of Morning-After Pill Doubles After Going Over-The-Counter
4/28/11  As a result of emergency contraception being sold over-the-counter, between 2006 and 2008 about twice as many women used the pills.
From the Ms Calendar

Veteran Feminists of America honors Betty Friedan on June 17th in Gramercy Park, NY in celebration of NOW’s 45th anniversary.  For details go to www.vfa.us/#Honors.

From Women’s Media Center: Sluts Don't Cause Rape, Rapists Do: Why "Slutwalks" Are Sweeping the World
On AlterNet, 5/11/11  The idea behind the Slutwalks is simple, yet so often fails to get through:  rape is rape, no matter what the victim wears, says, or does.
From Women’s Media Center: Now You See Them, Now You Don’t  By Merav Michaeli 5/25/11  Israeli journalist Merav Michaeli explains why a Brooklyn newspaper recently removed Hillary Clinton from a famous photograph:  another case of Photoshop in service to the patriarchy.
From TheFrisky.com:  Glenn Beck Calls “Naked” Meghan McCain Fat, Fake Barfs On Air, Suggests She Wear A Burqa 5/12/11  Glenn’s radio show devoted three-and-a-half minutes to an eye-rollingly puerile segment in which a bunch of guys fake-barf on air while they talk about Meghan naked.
From Women’s E-News:  DNA Seen Key to Rape Charges Against IMF Chief 5/17/11  New York prosecutors are investigating another possible assault by the IMF's Strauss-Khan. In Sunday's incident involving a maid at a luxury hotel the DNA evidence will be critical, says Wendy Murphy, a former sex crimes prosecutor.
From RH Reality Check:  The War on Contraception Goes Viral  5/16/11 Attacking sexual liberation and women’s rights has always been at the heart of the anti-choice movement, but in order to sell such a radical agenda as mainstream, they’ve had to make sentimental and often bad faith claims about simply wanting to protect fetal life.
From The Guardian:  Kate Middleton Drops “Obey” from Her Vows 4/29/11 The Duchess of Cambridge will not change the institution of royal marriage by dropping the promise to 'obey' – but through the wise use of her new power and influence.

From RH Reality Check:  Federal Court Condemns Shackling,   4/28/11  A federal district court ruled that the Nashville Sheriff’s Office violated a woman’s rights by shackling her while she was in labor and after she gave birth.
From Feministing: The rules for depicting abortion in Hollywood 5/19/11 In pop culture, most representations adhere to a set of ten rules – commandments, if you will.  For example, “If your character has an abortion, make sure she is impregnated by a really bad guy.”

From Feminist Majority Foundation: Rape is Rape - no more excuses!  4/20/11 In the battle against Rep Chris Smith’s “No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion Act,” feminists and other advocates successfully agitated to keep the term “forcible” rape from defining who gets federal money for abortions.
From the BBC: German Company Rewards Staffers with Prostitutes 5/20/11 One of the biggest insurance companies in the world held a party for salesmen where they were rewarded with the services of prostitutes.
In Memoriam 
Kate Swift, Feminist Wordsmith, 1923 to 2011
Women’s Media Center: 5/13/11 Award winning author and creator of WMC’s “Hot Button Words” series Rosalie Maggio recalls the journalist and activist who alerted the modern women’s movement to the dangers of sexist language.
Announcements
KATE CLINTON'S 30th Anniversary tour
We are celebrating and honoring Kate in Tarrytown, NY, on Saturday, June 11th.
Announcements (Continued) 
June is Gay Pride Month.  Plan to attend the New Jersey’s annual Pride Festival in Asbury Park on Sunday, June 5th.

k.d. lang will be at the Beacon Theatre on Monday, June 20, and at the Belleayre Music Fest on Sunday July 3

We invite guest writers.
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at the above link.

What issues would YOU like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
