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Middlesex County NOW
PO Box 1432, Highland Park, NJ 08904


July, 2011
Officers

President – Skip Drumm

Vice President – Lisanne Powers
Secretary – Open

Treasurer – Alan Gross

Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Our Next Meeting:
Our next meeting will be Monday, July 11, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
Slutwalk
Meghan Rich, a Senior at Rutgers, will be the guest speaker at our July 11th chapter meeting.  She will be there to tell us about SlutWalk, an event that Rutgers will host in September.

SlutWalk is an international movement to raise awareness about the rape culture and victim-blaming that is so rampant in our society.
Chapter Items
The position of secretary remains open, and this is an appeal for someone to step up to the plate and fill that role.  The only duties are to record the minutes of each meeting and submit them to the body for approval. 
2011 Chapter Meeting Dates

Check our web site for the 2011 meeting dates.
NOW National Conference

Lisanne, Alan, and Skip were our chapter delegates to the 2011 conference, which was held in Tampa, Fl, the last weekend in June.  This was one of the most exciting conferences in a long time, in terms of workshops, speakers, and resolutions.  There were 477 conferees, of whom 178 were delegates, as NOW celebrated its 45th birthday.
Patricia Schroeder wowed the crowd with a rousing speech about our power as women, and drawing a line in the sand to keep our hard-won rights from being eroded in this ultraconservative time in our herstory.
A group of 9 and 10 year old girls called “Girls, Inc” were given the media award for having produced a video that resulted in having an offensive billboard for “The Gentleman’s Club” taken down in Pinellas, FL.  There were many other honorees as well, but I think this group of courageous young girls deserves special recognition.  These girls are our future, so look out world!

I attended a workshop entitled “Campus Activism to End Domestic and Dating Violence”, which was outstanding.  I believe it could be the springboard for an action by our chapter.  Stay tuned - - or attend the next chapter meeting to see what happens.
Huge Big News!
On Fri, June 24, 2011, New York State passed an Equal Marriage Bill, joining 5 other states and DC in declaring that lesbians and gays are not second class citizens and should be accorded the same rights as everyone else to marry the person they love regardless of gender!
Alan and Skip were in the conference hotel bar with the NY delegation to the National NOW Conference, nervously biting their nails along with everyone else while the NY State Senate voted.  When the vote totals were announced, and it was clear that the bill had passed, the whole room erupted with jubilation.  One more milestone in the struggle for human rights had been accomplished.
Egyptians protest over 'virginity tests' on Tahrir Square women By Xan Rice
Activists call for investigation into abuse after Egyptian general admits tests were conducted and defends practice.
Egyptian activists will hold an online protest on Wednesday to press the military leadership to investigate soldiers who abused pro-democracy demonstrators, including women who were detained and forced to take "virginity tests".
Screening For Ovarian Cancer Doesn't Increase Women's Survival
6/5/11 Time Magazine: The latest research shows that screening women for ovarian cancer does not reduce women's risk of dying from the disease.
The Return of Back-Alley Abortions
6/3/11 The Daily Beast: In states across the country, women are being arrested for the crime of ending their own pregnancies — though they have a constitutional right to do so in a doctor’s office.
Badminton’s New Dress Code Is Being Criticized as Sexist
5/26/11 New York Times: The Badminton World Federation says women playing at the elite level must wear dresses or skirts to create a more “attractive presentation."
Jill Abramson to be first female executive editor at the New York Times.
By Samhita, Published June 2, 2011
Jill Abramson, the Washington bureau chief for the New York Times, will be replacing Bill Keller as the executive editor, making her the first woman ever in this position.
Phoenix Clinic Cares for Women with Cut Genitals
6/6/11 Women's eNews: Medical care in the United States for women with female genital cutting is lagging and many women don't trust doctors who appear to frown on their condition, say advocates.  A specialized clinic in Phoenix provides a culturally sensitive approach.

We invite guest writers.
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at the above link.

What issues would YOU like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
