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Middlesex County NOW
PO Box 1432, Highland Park, NJ 08904


Aug, 2011
Officers

President – Skip Drumm

Vice President – Lisanne Powers
Secretary – Open

Treasurer – Alan Gross

Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, Aug 8th,

7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
Chapter News
Meghan Rich, a Senior at Rutgers, was the guest speaker at our July 11th chapter meeting.  She gave a presentation about SlutWalk, which is an international movement to raise awareness about the rape culture and victim-blaming that is so rampant in our society.  The chapter voted to support Rutgers students in their efforts to end sexual violence on campus.  Details to follow as plans unfold.

2011 Chapter Meeting Dates

Check our web site for the 2011 meeting dates.
Summer of Trust/Celebration
Alan and Skip were our chapter representatives in Maryland at the Summer of Trust, so-named because of Dr. George Tiller’s oft stated “Trust Women.”  (See the companion article by Alan Gross.)
Marriage Equality
On July 24, 2011, the first same sex marriages took place in New York State.  If you have not already done so, check out the pictures of beautiful gay couples radiating happiness at City Hall.
60 Awesome Portraits Of Gay Couples Just Married In New York State
Let’s make New Jersey next!

Also for your amusement, see The Most Hilariously Convincing Same-Sex Marriage Signs.  We might need some of these ideas at the next NJ rally for same sex marriage!

More Good News on the Equality Front
Based on recommendations from military leaders, President Barack Obama certified to Congress on July 22 that the U.S. armed forces are prepared for repeal of the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” law.  There is a 60-day waiting period before the repeal goes into effect, so the law will officially come off the books Sept. 20.  After that date, gay service members can be open about their sexual orientation.  Read more.
Back Alley Abortions
Underground abortions have returned to the United States, just as pro-choice activists have warned for years. And women have started going to jail for the crime of ending their own pregnancies, or trying to.  Read more.
Health Care for Women with Cut Genitals in the US
(WOMENSENEWS)--When a woman who has undergone female genital cutting seeks medical help in many parts of the United States, her chances of finding a knowledgeable physician--or talking about her condition--aren't very good.  For discussion, see Phoenix clinic cares.  Another article on the same topic:  Doctor's specialty: women with cut genitals
Screening for Ovarian Cancer
In general, getting screened for cancer seems like the responsible thing to do, since preventing the disease is always better than treating it once it takes hold.  But the latest research shows that screening women for ovarian cancer does not reduce women's risk of dying from the disease.  Read more.
We invite guest writers.
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at the above link.  Here is one such letter that the chapter received from Mae Scott-Schaefer regarding the ad for Summer’s Eve products:

From: Mae Schaefer
To:  jeff.rowan@cbfleet.com
Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2011
Subject: Summer's Eve products
Dear Mr. Rowan:

A colleague of mine recently forwarded me the video clips of the advertisements for your Summer's Eve branded products.  When I first clicked on the video and it began to play, I thought that this surely was a joke.  I mean, there is no way that a company that manufactures products targeted specifically to women would create a bunch of advertisements featuring a hand puppet performing a pantomime of a talking vagina.  That would be crazy.  But then I went to the Summer's Eve website.  And what did I encounter, but that same talking vagina, referring to itself as the "vertical smile."  Evidently, this is a serious, legitimate, well funded promotional campaign from your company.  

Although you are a man, I assume that you are not totally ignorant of the world around you, and that you are aware that there is an institutional (corporate, familial, religious, etc.) subjugation of women that pervades all cultures, and that in many cultures, women are regarded as nothing more than sex objects or fertile wombs.  "Hail the V," "the vagina's owner manual," and the "vertical smile" all are thinly veiled statements that promote misogyny and the belief that women are only good for a man's sexual pleasure, or for bearing his children.  In fact, I am rather surprised that the creative geniuses you engaged in this advertising endeavor don't simply refer to it as the c*nt, as that is the connotation of these ads.

I am certain that you paid some overgrown fraternity brothers on Madison Avenue a princely sum to come up with this spectacular display of misogynistic garbage.  This truly is Clio-worthy!  Bravo.  You have succeeded in alienating your customer base through your abject ignorance.

I must ask, Mr. Rowan, if you have ever encountered a talking vagina in real life?  If you have, it would surely tell you that it has no need for your useless products, as the female body takes care of maintaining its pH and "cleanliness" just fine without any intervention on the part of Fleet Labs. 

Yours disgustedly,

Mae Scott-Schaefer
What issues would YOU like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
