Alan and Skip were our chapter representatives in Maryland at the Summer of Trust, so-named because of Dr. George Tiller’s oft stated “Trust Women.”  This is Alan’s report of their participation.
Defending Abortion Rights in Germantown, Maryland

“This Clinic Stays Open” 
“Trust Women,” 
“Attitude is Everything” 

“Keep Abortion Legal” 
“Pro-faith, Pro-family, Pro-choice” 

“We ♥ Dr. Carhart” 

“Celebrate Abortion” 
“Abortion on Demand & Without Apology” 
“Fetuses are not babies; abortion is not murder; women are not incubators” 
“Pray to End Sidewalk Bullying”

These are just some of the signs we saw and carried during the three days we participated in the Peaceful Pro-Choice Presence.
As background, the anti-abortion, anti-birth control, fascist, religious terrorists (call them what they are) have chosen this week – July 31 through August 8 – to try to disrupt the women’s health clinic in Germantown, MD, operated by Dr. Leroy Carhart.  The Peaceful Pro-Choice Presence is there to show the community that there is more than one side, and in fact, we are the majority.  People came from far away to participate.  New York, New Jersey, Florida, Kansas, and California were among the 14 states (and France) represented.
The kick-off on Sunday was a march in which about 220 abortion supporters participated.  After the march and each successive day from 7:30 in the morning until 9:30 at night people provided and continue to provide the Peaceful Pro-Choice Presence.  Skip and I were at the kick-off and also worked a shift Monday and Tuesday before coming home.  There is still opportunity for more people to participate, as the threat will last through Monday.  Check out www.summeroftrust.com and www.summerofchoice.com for more details.
We were reminded that abortion is nothing to be ashamed of.  As Katherine Ragsdale, an Episcopal Bishop, has said, “Abortion is a sacrament.”  We need to stop using the term “pro-choice” which continues the shame approach and confuses people.  History shows that women have been having abortions for thousands of years, and we need to celebrate abortion, not hide it.

Below are just a few of the many pictures I took:
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Part of the crowd just before the kick-off march.  NOW’s VP Action, Erin Matson is holding the Keep Abortion Legal round farthest to the right in the picture.
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Part of the California contingent.  Note also that the large “Trust Women” banner is partially visible in the background on the right.
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Erin Matson (NOW VP Action, left) and Skip Drumm (President of Middlesex County NOW) posed for this picture on Tuesday.
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  Abortion is health care.  So true!  Too bad we have needed to be defending providers for over 30 years.  The anti-abortion zealots are true home-grown terrorists, and they must be called out at every opportunity.
