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Middlesex County NOW
PO Box 1432, Highland Park, NJ 08904


December, 2011
World AIDS Day December 1st
Officers
President – Skip Drumm

Vice President – Lisanne Powers
Secretary – Open

Treasurer – Alan Gross

Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Mon, Dec 12th, 
7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  This will be our holiday party.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
2012 Chapter Meeting Dates

We will set up our schedule for 2012 meeting dates at our Dec 2011 meeting.
2012 Elections
Do you have a favorite candidate whom you would like to see elected?  Go and volunteer to work in her/his campaign.  I’m going to keep saying this for the next 11 months.  This is a critical period in our country’s history, and women’s rights are in peril.  Ms. Magazine details the top 10 rights that we are likely to lose at www.feminist.org.  It is really scary.  
However, there is some good news:  Ms Magazine and the Feminist Majority Foundation have partnered with more than 30 women’s foundations and nonprofits to launch HERvotes, a campaign to organize and rally women voters in 2012.  If we are to save our hard-won rights, we must go to the polls in record numbers this November.
The Legal Definition Of Rape Is On Course For Change 

Ms. Magazine and the Feminist Majority Foundation are leading the charge on this, in conjunction with the Philadelphia Women’s Law Project.  In Oct, an FBI subcommittee recommended a much-needed modernization of the definition, and a 2nd meeting is set for Dec.  Stay tuned.

We Still Believe Anita Hill

It has been 20 years since Anita Hill testified before the Senate Judiciary Committee about her experience of sexual harassment by Clarence Thomas during his Supreme Court confirmation hearings.  Though Thomas was confirmed, the sexual harassment landscape was forever changed by this courageous act, and subsequent generations are rightfully indebted to her for speaking truth to power.
We-News Nov 12, 2011

To improve women's safety at Zucotti Park, home to the Occupy Wall Street anti-corporate-greed protest, campers set up a women's-only tent on the south side of the park, the New York Times reported Nov. 8. A tent for transgendered protesters was also planned. Protesters--who have had numerous run-ins with law enforcers--tend not to report assaults in the park and instead resolve security issues with the help of their own security team. 

A New Word in the Lexicon:  Femicide

Femicides are lethal hate crimes.  While the Federal Hate Crime Law includes crimes motivated by actual or perceived gender, the term is relatively new.  Introduced in 1976 by Sociologist Diana Russell at the International Tribunal on Crimes against Women, Russell states that she chose the new term femicide to refer to the killing of females by males because they are female.  See “Femicide”—The Power of a Name
“Ban Birth Control?  They Wouldn’t Dare”
So writes Katha Pollitt in The Nation magazine.  Then she continues, “First they came for abortions, but I didn’t care because abortion was for sluts.  Then they came for sex ed, but I didn’t care because the kids can learn all they need to know at home.  Then they came for birth control, but … Wait a minute!  Birth control?? They’re coming for birth control?  I need that!”
In the war on women’s bodies, there was Ballot Initiative 26 in Mississippi, which would have amended the state’s constitution by redefining “person” to include every human being from the moment of fertilization.  This would have banned not only abortion, but also the most popular and effective methods of birth control: some forms of the Pill, the IUD, the morning after pill, and even in vitro fertilization.
Due to a massive grassroots campaign, MS defeated Initiative 26, but this is a major wake-up call to those of us who are fighting to preserve a woman’s right to control her own body and destiny.  Further, Personhood USA says it plans to have similar initiatives on the ballot in half the states by the 2012 elections.  We have been served notice.

Center for Reproductive Rights
Roberta Berlin asked me to share the following information about the Center for Reproductive Rights' recent reporting of their accomplishments this year.  This is an organization that works non-stop, standing up for women, their health, their futures, and their families. Through this work, they are securing women’s rights to basic self-determination, equality, and the ability to advance as full partners in modern society.
· In Kansas, a pair of father-daughter OB-Gyns who have served generations of women and their families can keep their practice open—and women seeking abortion services will not have to travel out of state to receive the care they need.

· In Texas and North Carolina, women making profoundly private decisions about their pregnancies can do so with the confidential counsel of their doctors—and without the intrusion of a politically-motivated ideological lecture and forced viewing of an ultrasound image.

· In Brazil, expectant mothers now have a right to access the maternal care that will help them safely deliver their babies—regardless of their race or socio-economic status.

· In Peru, women facing life-threatening circumstances are guaranteed the therapeutic abortion care to which they are legally entitled.
We invite guest writers.
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at the above link.  
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.

How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information

Saving Abortion:  What can you do?
“Seeking Women With a Story to Tell”

By Mimi Pichey 

The Rutgers University Choice group (RU Choice) is partnering with the Middlesex County chapter of NOW to record women’s stories, both taped and written.
Our goal is to post some short videos and written memories on a website and reach out to young people using the internet.  We're hoping that these vignettes can educate young people about the dangers that await if we don't pay attention to preserving the rights we gained in 1973.
The videotaping would be done by Rutgers students.  If you prefer, it could be done so that you are not recognizable.  You would also have the ability to approve the final product before publication.  You are also welcome to share a written memory such as the one that appeared in last month’s newsletter.  (Available on our website: www.nownj.org/Middlesex)
For more information on this project, contact Mimi Pichey:  mimi_pichey@hotmail.com or 
732-316-1078.
