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Officers
President – Skip Drumm

Vice President – Lisanne Powers
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Roberta Berlin
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
State Board Rep – Gabby Celeiro

State Board Alternate -Sarah MacCombie
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, March 12th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.    Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.  

There will be no February meeting.
2012 Chapter Meeting Dates

The following tentative meeting dates were approved.

January 23

March 12

April 9

May 14

June 11

July 9

August 13

September 10

October 8

December 17 (Party)
2012 Elections
Do you have a favorite candidate whom you would like to see elected?  Go and volunteer to work in her/his campaign.  I’m going to keep saying this for the next 10 months.  This is a critical period in our country’s history, and women’s rights are in peril.  Ms. Magazine details the top 10 rights that we are likely to lose here.  It is really scary.  
However, there is some good news:  Ms Magazine and the Feminist Majority Foundation have partnered with more than 30 women’s foundations and nonprofits to launch HERvotes, a campaign to organize and rally women voters in 2012.  If we are to save our hard-won rights, we must go to the polls in record numbers this November.
2012 National NOW Conference

 *Save the Date*

    Fri, June 29 - Sun, July 1
  "A Feminist Wake-Up Call" 
Hilton Baltimore BWI Airport

1739 West Nursery Road

 Linthicum Heights, MD 20190

Visit the hotel website »

Stay tuned for more 2012 conference updates soon.

The Women’s Media Center: 
U.S. Redefines Rape, Updating an 80-Year-Old Characterization of the Crime
The new definition, a major step forward in providing justice and tracking the crime, came after advocates launched a viral “rape is rape” campaign.

Susan Carbon directs the Violence Against Women Office at the Justice Department.

In a sweeping victory for survivors of rape and their advocates, the Justice Department has officially changed the definition of rape used by the FBI to track the crime. The new definition includes male victims for the first time and more closely follows existing criminal codes and state statutes.

The FBI has used the old definition of rape—“the carnal knowledge of a female forcibly and against her will”—to track the crime since 1927. Now, more than 80 years later, Attorney General Eric Holder has announced the Uniform Crime Report will define rape as “the penetration, no matter how slight, of the vagina or anus with any body part or object, or oral penetration by a sex organ of another person, without the consent of the victim.”

The old definition was “narrow, outmoded, steeped in gender-based stereotypes, and seriously understated the true incidence of serious sex crimes,” a Women’s Law Project Press Release stated.

The new definition counts unconscious or intoxicated victims, and notably includes oral and anal sex. Physical resistance isn’t required.

National Women’s Law Center
Ninety-two. That's the number of anti-abortion measures passed into law across the U.S. in 2011. And in case you're wondering, yes, that's a record — in fact, it's over 2.5 times the previous record. Needless to say, this is NOT cause for celebration. 

Join the Trust Women Week National Online March (Jan. 20-27)
On this 39th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, NOW is proud to partner with the Trust Women/Silver Ribbon Campaign, MoveOn, and advocates around the country to begin 2012 with a powerful event that builds solidarity and momentum for reproductive health, rights and justice. Take Action!
Feminist Majority Foundation News:
Appeals Court Upholds TX Sonogram Law 

On Tuesday, a three judge panel of the Fifth US Circuit Court of Appeals ruled to uphold a Texas law requiring that doctors describe ultrasounds in detail and play the sound of the fetal heartbeat, if a heartbeat is present, to women seeking abortions. In doing so, the Fifth Circuit overturned Federal District Court Judge Sam Sparks' August preliminary injunction blocking enforcement of the law. 

The case was filed in June by the Center for Reproductive Rights on behalf of Texas medical providers challenging Texas' new abortion ultrasound law, which was scheduled to take effect September 1. The Center for Reproductive Rights claims that the law violates patients' and doctors' First Amendment Rights by requiring "physicians to violate basic standards of medical ethics by compelling them to disregard the wishes of patients who do not want to receive this information."

Nancy Northup, president and CEO of the Center for Reproductive Rights, stated, "One of the most extreme mandatory ultrasound laws in the nation has now led to an extreme court decision on this issue. This clears the way for the enforcement of an insulting and intrusive law whose sole purpose is to harass women and dissuade them from exercising their constitutionally protected reproductive rights. Until today, every court that has reviewed similarly intrusive laws has ruled the laws unconstitutional."

Initiatives and Referenda that Will Appear on State Ballots
Florida- A state constitutional amendment prohibiting the use of public funds for abortion, except as required by federal law and to save the life of the woman will appear on the state ballot. Moreover, the measure includes a provision that the Florida constitution cannot be interpreted as providing broader rights for abortion than the US Constitution. 
Although no "personhood" state constitutional amendment has been approved to appear on a 2012 state ballot, such amendments are currently circulating in eight states. Anti-abortion rights groups are divided about proceeding with the personhood amendments because of the recent defeat of a personhood amendment in Mississippi and because they question whether the initiatives and referenda will be upheld in the courts. For example the National Right to Life Committee and Phyllis Schlafly's Eagle Forum appear to be opposed to this effort. 

Alabama- A personhood amendment, which provides state constitutional rights to fertilized eggs, may appear on the 2012 state ballot as a legislatively-referred state statute. A three-fifths vote of the state legislature is required. 

Arkansas-A personhood amendment, which proposed to give constitutional rights from the moment of fertilization, may appear on the state ballot. 
California - A personhood amendment, which states that personhood begins at the moment of conception, may appear on the state ballot. 
Georgia- A personhood amendment may appear on the Georgia ballot as a legislatively-referred constitutional amendment. The amendment states that life begins at the moment of fertilization, and it would ban abortion and in vitro fertilization. It must be approved by a two-thirds vote of the state House and Senate.
Montana- A personhood amendment, which would give constitutional rights to a "person" at any stage of development including at fertilization and conception, may appear on the state ballot. 
Also in Montana, a parental notification initiative, requiring that the parents of a minor be notified prior to an abortion, will appear on the ballot in 2012 as a legislatively-referred state statute.

California- An initiative that requires parental notification before a minor obtains an abortion may also appear on the ballot.

Ohio- The Ohio Ballot Board approved the language purposed by anti-abortion rights groups for a personhood amendment, which proposes to give constitutional rights to a fertilized egg. 

Oregon- The "Right to Life" amendment, which "recognizes right to life of human beings, unless sentenced to death, and embryos" and would prohibit abortions, may appear on the state ballot. 

Women’s eNews:
Cheers:

An Egyptian court ordered the Egyptian army on Dec. 27 to stop forced virginity tests on female detainees, Agence France Presse reported. The decision has been made months after the practice sparked a national outcry and stained the ruling military's reputation.

The Cairo Administrative Court ruled in favor of Samira Ibrahim, who sued the army over the practice, which has been slammed by rights groups as torture and sexual violence. Ibrahim was one of several women subjected to forced virginity tests when they were detained during a March demonstration in Cairo's Tahrir Square.
More News to Cheer:

 •Women in Saudi Arabia will not need a male guardian's approval to run or vote in municipal elections in 2015, The Huffington Post reported Dec. 28. Women in the conservative kingdom cannot travel, work, study abroad, marry, get divorced or gain admittance to a public hospital without permission from a male guardian.
 •The Uruguayan Senate has passed legislation to decriminalize abortion in the first 12 weeks of pregnancy, BBC News reported Dec. 28. The legislation now goes to the lower house. Under the current legislation, abortion is only allowed in the case of rape or when the life of the woman is in danger.

•Thousands gathered in Beit Shemesh, Israel, Dec. 27 for a demonstration protesting the growing demand by radical religious elements to exclude women from public life, Ynet reported Dec. 26. Public outcry against the radical demand to shun women from public events and for segregation between the sexes became especially strident last weekend when a 7-year-old girl was spat on in a Beit Shemesh street by a haredi Orthodox man who claimed she was not dressed "modestly enough." Israel's prime minister has called on the police to act aggressively against violence against women in the public sphere, The Jewish Telegraph Agency reported Dec. 25.

•The State Committee for Family, Women & Children of Azerbaijan has started to create a database of persons who committed domestic violence, ABC.az reported Dec. 26. It is hoped that the data bank will allow analysis of the actual domestic violence situation in the country and help lead to its prevention.
Jeers: 

Somalia is facing an alarming increase in rapes and sexual abuse of women and girls, The New York Times reported Dec. 27. In the past two months, from Mogadishu alone, the United Nations says it has received more than 2,500 reports of gender-based violence, an unusually large number.

The Shabab militant group is seizing women and girls as spoils of war, gang-raping and abusing them as part of its reign of terror in southern Somalia, according to victims, aid workers and United Nations officials. The militants are also forcing families to hand over girls for arranged marriages that often last no more than a few weeks and are essentially sexual slavery. But it is not just the Shabab. In the past few months, aid workers and victims say, there has been a free-for-all of armed men preying upon women and girls displaced by Somalia's famine.

 Women for Women Int’l: 

Angelina Jolie's "In the Land of Blood and Honey" Movie Released Nationwide

Oscar-winning actress Angelina Jolie’s new film, "In the Land of Blood and Honey," is being released nationwide.  The film sheds light on the hugely important issue that rape is still a fundamental weapon of war.

The Bosnian War claimed over 100,000 lives and over two million people were driven from their homes.  Set against the backdrop of the Bosnian War that tore the Balkan region apart in the 1990s, “In the Land of Blood and Honey” tells the story of Danijel and Ajla, two Bosnians from different sides of the brutal ethnic conflict. The film portrays the incredible emotional, moral, and physical toll that the war takes on individuals, as well as the consequences that stem from the lack of political will to intervene in a society stricken by conflict.

More than 15 years after the end of the Bosnian War, women continue to struggle with the effects of the brutal conflict that shattered lives and destroyed communities. Women for Women International has been on the ground in Bosnia and Herzegovina since 1994.

Saving Abortion:  What can you do?
“Seeking Women With a Story to Tell”

By Mimi Pichey 

The Rutgers University Choice group (RU Choice) is partnering with the Middlesex County chapter of NOW to record women’s stories, both taped and written.
Our goal is to post some short videos and written memories on a website and reach out to young people using the internet.  We're hoping that these vignettes can educate young people about the dangers that await if we don't pay attention to preserving the rights we gained in 1973.
The videotaping would be done by Rutgers students.  If you prefer, it could be done so that you are not recognizable.  You would have the ability to approve the final product before publication.  You are also welcome to share a written memory such as the one that appeared in last month’s newsletter.  (Available on our website: www.nownj.org/Middlesex)
For more information:  mimi_pichey@hotmail.com 
or 732-316-1078. 
Mashable US and World: 

FarmVille for Change: New York Times Columnist to Launch Social Game

New York Times columnist Nicholas Kristof has been one of mainstream journalism’s most eager adopters of Internet tools. The Pulitzer Prize winner has a sterling reputation as a human rights reporter, and is a major proponent of Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. In 2003, he became the Times‘ first blogger.

Now Kristof is expanding into social gaming to continue raising awareness of — and aid for — global crises.

The game will be similar to FarmVille, and will enable players to make micro-donations to humanitarian efforts worldwide as well as contribute to causes in other ways. It’s part of a larger effort by Kristof and his wife, fellow Pulitzer winner Sheryl WuDunn, to rally support to fight injustice against women around the world. It’s being developed in partnership with Games for Change, a New York-based company that creates games designed for social impact. 

“Nick and Sheryl’s ideas are perfectly aligned with what we want to see moving forward — breaking the perception that games are only entertainment,” Games for Change co-president Asi Burak told Mashable. “Most of the people who pick up his book or turn on PBS or even read The New York Times are already the converted. What he’s hoping to do with social media and gaming is go to the people who aren’t converted and engage them in a very sensible way.” 

Burak said that the as-yet-unnamed game will be played primarily through Facebook, but that the company is also exploring additional platforms. Players will be able to buy virtual goods in the game with real currency that will then go to NGOs and aid organizations around the world. Burak said that players will also be able to contribute to causes without paying money, for example by completing virtual missions that add them to advocacy campaigns or other efforts. 

The game is tentatively planned for release in late 2012, to coincide with the PBS broadcast of Kristof and WuDunn’s two-part documentary called Half the Sky. The pair wrote a bestselling book with the same title in 2009. The premise of the book, movie and upcoming game is that addressing oppression and mistreatment of women and girls worldwide will help make life better for all humans. 

International Herald Tribune:  

The Female Factor:

This is a “must see”.  You Tube Video that is simple and powerful. It Only Takes a Girl
We invite guest writers.

Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.

What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.

How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
