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Women’s History Month
Officers
President – Skip Drumm

Vice President – Lisanne Powers
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Roberta Berlin
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
State Board Rep – Gabby Celeiro

State Board Alternate -Sarah MacCombie
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, March 5th* at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
*Note:  This is a change to our previously published schedule to accommodate our hosts, who are having out-of-town company the week of March 12th.  This change is the least we can do to accommodate them for all of the hosting and feeding us they have done over the years!
2012 Remaining Chapter Meeting Dates

April 9

May 14

June 11

July 9

August 13

September 10

October 8

December 17 (Party)
Women’s History Month
March is Women’s History Month and the theme this year will be “Women’s Education – Women’s Empowerment.  This theme celebrates the overcoming of the educational gender gap.  According to Ms. Magazine, women now make up the majority of college graduates.
Recognizing the Pioneering Leadership of Women and Their Impact on the Diverse Areas of Education, those being honored by being added to the Hall of Fame are:
· Emma Hart Willard (1787–1870) - Women Higher Education Pioneer

· Charlotte Forten Grimke (1837 – 1914) - Freedman Bureau Educator 

· Annie Sullivan (1866 – 1936) - Disability Education Architect

· Gracia Molina de Pick (b.1929) - Feminist Educational Reformer

· Okolo Rashid (b.1949) - Community Development Activist and Historical Preservation Advocate 

· Brenda Flyswithhawks (b. 1950) - American Indian Advocate and Educator 

Also in March we celebrate International Women’s Day on March 8th.  This year the global theme is “Connecting Girls, Inspiring Futures”.
Another cause for celebration in March is “Feminist Pride Day”, also on March 8th.  This is a relatively new event, created last year by two activists, Lena Chen and Abby Sun, who challenged college students to “come out” as feminists on International Women’s Day.  This year it is anticipated that even more college campuses will be participating.

Milestones (from Ms.)
As the 3.2-million-member Girl Scouts of the USA turns 100, it gains its first Latina president, Anna Maria Chavez.

The French town of Cesson-Sevigne has replaced the term Mademoiselle (Miss) with Madame on all government papers, regardless of a woman’s age or marital status. (French has no equivalent for Ms.)  French feminists have long campaigned to have Mademoiselle scrubbed from all official forms.

Ms. and the Feminist Majority are celebrating anniversaries of 40 years and 25 years, respectively, on May 1.
2012 National NOW Conference

**Save the Date**
Fri, June 29 - Sun, July 1
"A Feminist Wake-Up Call"
Hilton Baltimore BWI Airport

1739 West Nursery Road

Linthicum Heights, MD 20190

Visit the hotel website
Stay tuned for more 2012 conference updates soon.

2012 Elections
Do you have a favorite candidate whom you would like to see elected?  Go and volunteer to work in her/his campaign.  I’m going to keep saying this until Election Day in November.  This is a critical period in our country’s history, and women’s rights are in peril.  Ms. Magazine details the top 10 rights that we are likely to lose here.  It is really scary.
For those interested in working in the Obama for America campaign, their NJ headquarters are nearby:
542 Georges Road, 2nd Floor

North Brunswick, NJ 08902
http://www.barackobama.com/state/NJ 
The Women’s Media Center: 
U.S. Redefines Rape, Updating an 83-Year-Old Characterization of the Crime
The new definition, a major step forward in providing justice and tracking the crime, came after advocates launched a year-long  “rape is rape” campaign.  As a result, in January, the Justice Department officially changed the definition of rape used by the FBI to track the crime.  The new definition includes male victims for the first time and more closely follows existing criminal codes and state statutes.

The FBI has used the old definition of rape—“the carnal knowledge of a female forcibly and against her will”—to track the crime since 1927.  Now, more than 80 years later, Attorney General Eric Holder has announced the Uniform Crime Report will define rape as “the penetration, no matter how slight, of the vagina or anus with any body part or object, or oral penetration by a sex organ of another person, without the consent of the victim.”

The old definition was “narrow, outmoded, steeped in gender-based stereotypes, and seriously understated the true incidence of serious sex crimes,” a Women’s Law Project Press Release stated.

The new definition counts unconscious or intoxicated victims, and notably includes oral and anal sex.  Physical resistance isn’t required.
National Women’s Law Center
Ninety-two.  That's the number of anti-abortion measures passed into law across the U.S. in 2011.  And in case you're wondering, yes, that's a record — in fact, it's over 2.5 times the previous record.  Needless to say, this is NOT cause for celebration. 
Feminist Majority Foundation News:
Appeals Court Upholds TX Sonogram Law 

A three judge panel of the Fifth US Circuit Court of Appeals ruled to uphold a Texas law requiring that doctors describe ultrasounds in detail and play the sound of the fetal heartbeat, if a heartbeat is present, to women seeking abortions.  In doing so, the Fifth Circuit overturned Federal District Court Judge Sam Sparks' August preliminary injunction blocking enforcement of the law. 

The case was filed in June by the Center for Reproductive Rights on behalf of Texas medical providers challenging Texas' new abortion ultrasound law, which was scheduled to take effect September 1.  The Center for Reproductive Rights claims that the law violates patients' and doctors' First Amendment Rights by requiring "physicians to violate basic standards of medical ethics by compelling them to disregard the wishes of patients who do not want to receive this information."

Did you know?

Domestic violence is the leading cause of injury to women in the United States.

Initiatives and Referenda Related to Abortion that Will Appear on State Ballots in November
Florida- A state constitutional amendment prohibiting the use of public funds for abortion, except as required by federal law and to save the life of the woman will appear on the state ballot.  Moreover, the measure includes a provision that the Florida constitution cannot be interpreted as providing broader rights for abortion than the US Constitution.
Although no "personhood" state constitutional amendment has been approved to appear on a 2012 state ballot, such amendments are currently circulating in eight states.  Anti-abortion rights groups are divided about proceeding with the personhood amendments because of the recent defeat of a personhood amendment in Mississippi and because they question whether the initiatives and referenda will be upheld in the courts.  For example the National Right to Life Committee and Phyllis Schlafly's Eagle Forum appear to be opposed to this effort. 

Alabama- A personhood amendment, which provides state constitutional rights to fertilized eggs, may appear on the 2012 state ballot as a legislatively-referred state statute.  A three-fifths vote of the state legislature is required.
Arkansas-A personhood amendment, which proposed to give constitutional rights from the moment of fertilization, may appear on the state ballot.
California - A personhood amendment, which states that personhood begins at the moment of conception, may appear on the state ballot.
An initiative that requires parental notification before a minor obtains an abortion may also appear on the ballot.
Georgia- A personhood amendment may appear on the Georgia ballot as a legislatively-referred constitutional amendment.  The amendment states that life begins at the moment of fertilization, and it would ban abortion and in vitro fertilization.  It must be approved by a two-thirds vote of the state House and Senate.
Montana- A personhood amendment, which would give constitutional rights to a "person" at any stage of development including at fertilization and conception, may appear on the state ballot. 
Also in Montana, a parental notification initiative, requiring that the parents of a minor be notified prior to an abortion, will appear on the ballot in 2012 as a legislatively-referred state statute.

Ohio- The Ohio Ballot Board approved the language purposed by anti-abortion rights groups for a personhood amendment, which proposes to give constitutional rights to a fertilized egg. 

Oregon- The "Right to Life" amendment, which "recognizes right to life of human beings, unless sentenced to death" and would prohibit abortions, may appear on the state ballot. 
Virginia – In a major brew-ha-ha that attracted the attention of the nation, Virginia attempted to pass an law that would require any woman seeking an abortion to submit to a medically unnecessary vaginal probe ultrasound, regardless of her physician’s objection or the objection of the woman herself.  Inexplicably this effort has now been abandoned.
Saving Abortion:  What can you do?
“Seeking Women With a Story to Tell”

By Mimi Pichey 

The Rutgers University Choice group (RU Choice) has partnered with the Middlesex County chapter of NOW to record women’s stories, both taped and written.
Our goal is to post some short videos and written memories on a website and reach out to young people using the internet.  We're hoping that these vignettes can educate young people about the dangers that await if we don't pay attention to preserving the rights we gained in 1973.
The videotaping is being done by Rutgers students.  Check out the several that have already been posted at Never Go Back.  If you prefer, it could be done so that you are not recognizable.  You would have the ability to approve the final product before publication.  You are also welcome to share a written memory such as the one that appeared in the November, 2011, newsletter.  (Available on our website: www.nownj.org/Middlesex)
For more information on the Never Go Back project contact:  mimi_pichey@hotmail.com 
or 732-316-1078. 
Guest Contributors are welcome!

Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.


What issues would you like to see our chapter address?
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.

How to Contact your members of Congress:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
