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April, 2012
April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month
April 28th is Denim Day

In Memoriam: Olga Vives  NOW and the women's movement lost a valiant champion on March 16.  Olga Vives served as NOW's executive vice president from 2005 to 2009, and NOW's action vice president from 2001 to 2005.  She was admired and loved by all who knew her for her spirit and spunk, and her unwillingness to compromise her principles.  RIP Olga – we will miss you.

Officers
President – Skip Drumm

Vice President – Lisanne Powers
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Roberta Berlin
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
State Board Rep – Gabby Celeiro

State Board Alternate -Sarah MacCombie
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, April 9th at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
2012 Remaining Chapter Meeting Dates

April 9

May 14

June 11

July 9

August 13

September 10

October 8

December 17 (Party)
Denim Day
In 1977, Rome Italy, an 18 year old girl was picked up by her 45 year old instructor for her first driving lesson.  An hour later, assaulted and abandoned by him in an alley, she made her way back home.  She reported the incident and the case was prosecuted.  The driving instructor was convicted of sexual assault and sentenced to jail.  

Months later, the perpetrator appealed the sentence.  The case went all the way to the Italian Supreme Court, where it was overturned and the perpetrator was released.  
The head judge argued that because the victim wore very, very tight jeans, she had to help him remove them and in doing so, it was no longer rape, but consensual sex.
Enraged by the verdict, the women in the Italian Parliament protested by wearing jeans on the steps of the Parliament building.  This call to action motivated the California Senate and Assembly to do the same, which began as the Peace Over Violence Campaign in 1998, and a movement was born.
Annually Denim Day is celebrated to empower and support survivors who refuse to let perpetrators take control.  In 2009 the NJ Senate and Assembly voted unanimously to adopt a Joint Resolution designating April 28 as Denim Day.  To request buttons and awareness materials go to www.njcasa.org.

2012 National NOW Conference

*Save the Date*

Fri, June 29 - Sun, July 1
“Energize!  Organize!

Stop the War on Women”
Great news! Eve Ensler, author of The Vagina Monologs is CONFIRMED as keynote speaker at the 2012 National NOW Conference. Eve will be speaking at the Friday plenary session that starts at 12 noon, so make your travel arrangements and hotel reservations right away.  And don't forget to register for the conference, if you haven't already.
Hilton Baltimore BWI Airport

1739 West Nursery Road

Linthicum Heights, MD 20190
For registration and general information, visit register for the conference and the hotel website 
2012 Elections
Do you have a favorite candidate whom you would like to see elected?  Go and volunteer to work in her/his campaign.  I’m going to keep saying this until Election Day in Nov.  This is a critical period in our country’s history, and women’s rights are in peril.  Ms. Magazine details the top 10 rights that we are likely to lose here.  It is really scary.  

For those interested in working in the Obama for America campaign, their NJ headquarters are nearby:
542 Georges Road, 2nd Floor

North Brunswick, NJ 08902
www.barackobama.com/state/NJ 
Message from NOW President Terry O’Neill:
A Watershed Year For Women

by Terry O'Neill, NOW President

The year 2012 could very well be a watershed year for women's rights, and the task before NOW activists is clear:  We must mount an aggressive program of voter education and mobilization to get the word out about what is at stake for women in the 2012 elections.  

Since the disastrous 2010 elections, when the participation of women voters plummeted, right-wing extremists have been waging a relentless war against women.  As soon as Republicans took control of the U.S. House of Representatives, they began passing legislation to codify the Hyde Amendment, which prohibits federal funding of abortion care, and extend its prohibition to private health insurance plans.  One of their bills even allowed hospital emergency rooms to refuse to perform an abortion to save an woman's life.  They then set their sights on reversing health care reform regulations that would expand women's access to birth control.

It's not just our reproductive rights that are under attack; our economic security is threatened, too.  Last year the House passed the infamous Ryan Budget (named after House Budget Committee Chair Paul Ryan, R-Wis.), which would have converted Medicare to a private voucher system; converted Medicaid to a block grant program while reducing the federal contribution by 20 percent; fast-tracked future cuts in Social Security benefits; and slashed a range of social programs, such as family planning clinics, tuition assistance, after-school programs, child care, and more.  All of these programs disproportionately serve women.  And -- although this is not widely recognized -- these programs disproportionately employ women, too, as teachers, nurses, health care workers, child care workers, social workers and case managers.  

The Ryan Budget could not even be defended as a plan to reduce the federal deficit because its savings were offset by increases in military spending and an extension of tax breaks for corporations and the wealthiest individuals. Yet every Republican in the House, as well as a handful of Democrats, voted for it.  

Thanks to the efforts of women's rights advocates across the country, the radical anti-abortion bills stalled in the Senate, which is still under Democratic control, and the Ryan Budget met the same fate.  Elections do matter.  

However, if control of the Senate changes hands in the 2012 elections, there is no doubt that attacks on women's access to safe, affordable abortion care and birth control, will become devastatingly effective.  As will the attacks on programs like Medicare, Social Security, Medicaid, family planning clinics, and others that women rely on to make ends meet in tough economic times.  

There is good news for 2012, though.  We have an opportunity to send some strong feminists to join those who have been fighting for our issues on Capitol Hill.  Elizabeth Warren, Tammy Baldwin, Shelley Berkley and Mazie Hirono are running for the U.S. Senate, and Lois Frankel, Suzanne Bonamici, Ann McLane Kuster and Dina Titus are running for House seats.  You can find information about all of these candidates and more on the NOW PAC website at www.nowpacs.org.  

As part of our strategy, NOW has joined forces with other women's organizations to create HERvotes (www.hervotes.us) to mobilize women voters in 2012 around preserving women's Health and Economic Rights. The fact is, we can't withstand another disaster like the 2010 elections. We must get engaged, stay engaged, and vote as if our lives depend on it -- because they do!  

Saving Abortion:  What can you do?
“Seeking Women With a Story to Tell”

By Mimi Pichey 

The Rutgers University Choice group (RU Choice) has partnered with the Middlesex County chapter of NOW to record women’s stories, both taped and written.  Our goal is to post some short videos and written memories on a website and reach out to young people using the internet.  We're hoping that these vignettes can educate young people about the dangers that await if we don't pay attention to preserving the rights we gained in 1973.
The videotaping is being done by Rutgers students.  Check out the several that have already been posted at Never Go Back.  If you prefer, it could be done so that you are not recognizable.  You would have the ability to approve the final product before publication.  You are also welcome to share a written memory such as the one that appeared in the November 2011 newsletter.  (Available on our website: www.nownj.org/Middlesex)
For more information:  mimi_pichey@hotmail.com 
or 732-316-1078. 

Guest Contributors are welcome!

Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.

What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.

How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

