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Officers
President – Skip Drumm

Vice President – Lisanne Powers
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Roberta Berlin
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
State Board Rep – Gabby Celeiro

State Board Alternate -Sarah MacCombie
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, May 14th at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
2012 Remaining Chapter Meeting Dates

May 14

June 11

July 9

August 13

September 10

October 8

December 17 (Party)
2012 National NOW Conference

*Save the Date*

Fri, June 29 - Sun, July 1
“Energize!  Organize!

Stop the War on Women”
Great news! Eve Ensler, author of The Vagina Monologs is CONFIRMED as keynote speaker at the 2012 National NOW Conference.  Also confirmed is Sandra Fluke, who has been much in the news as a target of right wing politicos for her stance on birth control and women’s rights.
So make your travel arrangements and hotel reservations right away.  And don't forget to register for the conference, if you haven't already.
Hilton Baltimore BWI Airport

1739 West Nursery Road

Linthicum Heights, MD 20190
For registration and general information, visit register for the conference and the hotel website 
2012 Elections
Do you have a favorite candidate whom you would like to see elected?  Go and volunteer to work in her/his campaign.  I’m going to keep saying this until Election Day in Nov.  This is a critical period in our country’s history, and women’s rights are in peril.  Ms. Magazine details the top 10 rights that we are likely to lose here.  It is really scary.  

For those interested in working in the Obama for America campaign, their NJ headquarters are nearby:
542 Georges Road, 2nd Floor

North Brunswick, NJ 08902
www.barackobama.com/state/NJ 
What Obama Has Done During His Three Years in Office
On Obama’s first day in office, he signed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act.  Here is a brief list of Obama’s accomplishments to compare with Romney’s statement that this has been a “failed presidency.”
The GOP’s War on Abortion and Birth Control:
See one minute Move-On video at http://youtu.be/nKfNRIytENk
Message from NOW President Terry O’Neill:
“As part of our strategy, NOW has joined forces with other women's organizations to create HERvotes (www.hervotes.us) to mobilize women voters in 2012 around preserving women's Health and Economic Rights.  The fact is, we can't withstand another disaster like the 2010 elections.  We must get engaged, stay engaged, and vote as if our lives depend on it -- because they do!”
Saving Abortion:  What can you do?
“Seeking Women with a Story to Tell”

By Mimi Pichey 

The Rutgers University Choice group (RU Choice) has partnered with the Middlesex County chapter of NOW to record women’s stories, both taped and written.  Our goal is to post some short videos and written memories on a website and reach out to young people using the internet.  We're hoping that these vignettes can educate young people about the dangers that await if we don't pay attention to preserving the rights we gained in 1973.
The videotaping is being done by Rutgers students.  Check out the several that have already been posted at Never Go Back.  If you prefer, it could be done so that you are not recognizable.  You would have the ability to approve the final product before publication.  You are also welcome to share a written memory such as the one that appeared in the November 2011 newsletter.  (Available on our website: www.nownj.org/Middlesex).  For more information:  mimi_pichey@hotmail.com or 732-316-1078.
Documentary on Acid Attack Victims
Film 'Saving Face' Too Dangerous to Show in Pakistan  By Hajer Naili – WeNews correspondent
The co-director of the Oscar-winning documentary film talks about ongoing efforts on behalf of acid-attack victims.  The movie still hasn't been shown in Pakistan, but directors are working on public-service ads for the country.

Gloria Steinem – The Progression of Feminism:  Where are we going?
May 4, 2012, Shea Center for Performing Arts, William Paterson University, Wayne, NJ.  Tickets are $20 to the general public and $15 for WPU alumni, faculty and staff.  Free to WPU students with valid ID on evening of the performance.  Parking:  Limited parking in Lot 3.  Allow ample time for parking.  Tickets and details: wpunj.edu/dls.
Martha Burk to IBM at Augusta:  Women Saw That  By Martha Burk – WeNews commentator
No, Virginia Rometty, the new female CEO of IBM, was not offered the "green jacket" of admission to Augusta National Golf Club.  And Big Blue did nothing.  Women are still shut off this power turf and can be shunned even if they're CEOs.

Abortion/Birth Control Update:
Anti-choice bills failed in a number of states in recent weeks.  The Arizona Senate said no to employers dropping health insurance coverage for birth control, reported the AP, although it may come for a vote again this session.  Idaho's state representatives won't pursue the controversial ultrasound abortion bill, NWCN.com reported.  An Oklahoma judge has permanently blocked a requirement for women seeking abortions to have an ultrasound and listen to a detailed description of the fetus before the procedure, reported MSNBC News.  Georgia's House of Representatives rejected the state Senate's altered version of a bill that would ban abortions after 20 weeks, after the Senate included exceptions, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported.
Celebrate!

Female beach volleyball players won't have to wear bikinis at the 2012 London Olympics, Yahoo! News reported March 27.
VAWA: 
Last week the Senate passed The Violence Against Women Act reauthorization.  Now we need to get the House to do the same.  Contact your Representative!

Republican Missteps Pave Way for Equal Pay Day 
By Samantha Kimmey – WeNews correspondent 

The days leading up to the Equal Pay Day on Tuesday, April 17 brought a Romney campaign flub and a repeal of Wisconsin’s equal pay law.

NOW Launches "Enough Rush" Campaign
April 19, 2012.  Today, the National Organization for Women is launching the "Enough Rush" campaign, which aims to deliver the powerful message to Rush Limbaugh and his apologists that bullying is no longer profitable.

Planned Parenthood Back in Line of Heavy Fire 
By Hajer Naili – WeNews correspondent

Amid a fresh spring spree of legislative attacks on Planned Parenthood the organization is also saying that it suspects it is being targeted by a new organized sting operation.

Guest Contributors are welcome!

Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.

What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.

How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

