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June, 2012

JUNE IS PRIDE MONTH!

Officers

President – Skip Drumm

Vice President – Lisanne Powers

Secretary – Alan Gross

Treasurer – Roberta Berlin

Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly

Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm

State Board Rep – Gabby Celeiro

State Board Alternate -Sarah MacCombie

Our Next Meeting

Our next meeting will be Monday, June 11th at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.

2012 Remaining Chapter Meeting Dates

June 11

July 9

August 13

September 10

October 8

December 17 (Party)

2012 National NOW Conference

*Save the Date*

Fri, June 29 - Sun, July 1
“Energize!  Organize!

Stop the War on Women”

Great news! Eve Ensler, author of The Vagina Monologs is CONFIRMED as keynote speaker at the 2012 National NOW Conference.  Also confirmed is Sandra Fluke, who has been much in the news as a target of right wing politicos for her stance on birth control and women’s rights.

So make your travel arrangements and hotel reservations right away.  And don't forget to register for the conference, if you haven't already.

Hilton Baltimore BWI Airport

1739 West Nursery Road

Linthicum Heights, MD 20190

For registration and general information, visit register for the conference and the hotel website 
Pride Day in Jersey
June 3rd is Pride Day in Asbury Park.  Come celebrate with your “loud and proud” friends as we proclaim, “We’re here, we’re queer, we’re fabulous, get used to it!”
2012 Elections
Do you have a favorite candidate whom you would like to see elected?  Go and volunteer to work in her/his campaign.  I’m going to keep saying this until Election Day in Nov.  This is a critical period in our country’s history, and women’s rights are in peril.  Ms. Magazine details the top 10 rights that we are likely to lose here.  It is really scary.  

For those interested in working in the Obama for America campaign, their NJ headquarters are nearby:

542 Georges Road, 2nd Floor

North Brunswick, NJ 08902

www.barackobama.com/state/NJ 

Ms. Blog:  Obama Evolves!

President Obama announced that he now supports same-sex marriage, reversing his longstanding opposition amid growing pressure from the Democratic base and even his own vice president.

In an interview with ABC News' Robin Roberts, the president described his thought process as an "evolution" that led him to this decision, based on conversations with his staff members, openly gay and lesbian service members, and his wife and daughters...

“I've just concluded that for me personally it is important for me to go ahead and affirm that I think same sex couples should be able to get married.” 

Ms. Blog: North Carolina Outlaws All Domestic Unions

Following a vehement campaign fraught with religious zeal and bipartisan politics, North Carolina residents voted Tuesday, May 8th in favor of Amendment One—which will change the state’s constitution to outlaw not just same-sex marriage, but all domestic unions.
What Obama Has Done During His Three Years in Office

On Obama’s first day in office, he signed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act.  Here is a brief list of Obama’s accomplishments to compare with Romney’s statement that this has been a “failed presidency.”

WMC Feature: Women Work to Save Preventive Care Gains
Women’s health advocates inside and outside of Congress warn that a permanent solution is needed for the Prevention and Public Health Fund, created as part of the Affordable Care Act. The problem is that Congress retains the authority to redirect money to pay for non-public health programs or eliminate the fund altogether.

Parenthood in Texas, Good Luck Finding Low-Cost Healthcare

While the State of Texas battles in court for what it says is its right to exclude Planned Parenthood from participating in the Medicaid Women’s Health Program (WHP) there, the Texas Health and Human Services commission is sending mixed messages to the more than 50,000 women who currently rely on Planned Parenthood for their care through the WHP.

NOW: Stop D.C. 20-Week Abortion Ban

Radicals in the House of Representatives are poised to host a hearing on a dangerous new abortion ban for the District of Columbia. Sponsored by Rep. Trent Franks (R-Ariz.), H.R. 3803 and its Senate companion would ban abortion care at 20 weeks in Washington, D.C., imposing penalties and/or jail time on doctors who provide this necessary health care, even those stepping in to preserve a woman's health. Tell your representatives to oppose the D.C. 20-Week Abortion Ban.
Feminist News Digest: Reproductive Health Amendment Included in Defense Bill

An amendment offered by Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) that extends reproductive health services to servicewomen was approved yesterday by the Senate Armed Services Committee and will be included in the National Defense Authorization Act. Under the amendment, armed servicewomen will be granted the same rights as civilian women under federal policies that provide affordable abortion care to women who are the victims of rape or incest. Under the current policy, servicewomen are only eligible for abortion care if the woman's life is at risk.
Saving Abortion:  What can you do?
“Seeking Women with a Story to Tell”

By Mimi Pichey 

The Rutgers University Choice group (RU Choice) has partnered with the Middlesex County chapter of NOW to record women’s stories, both taped and written.  Our goal is to post some short videos and written memories on a website and reach out to young people using the internet.  We're hoping that these vignettes can educate young people about the dangers that await if we don't pay attention to preserving the rights we gained in 1973.

The videotaping is being done by Rutgers students.  Check out the several that have already been posted at Never Go Back.  If you prefer, it could be done so that you are not recognizable.  You would have the ability to approve the final product before publication.  You are also welcome to share a written memory such as the one that appeared in the November 2011 newsletter.  (Available on our website: www.nownj.org/Middlesex).  For more information:  mimi_pichey@hotmail.com or 732-316-1078.

Feminist News Digest: Female Soldiers Sue to Challenge Combat Ban 

Two female soldiers filed a lawsuit yesterday charging that the military's ban on women in combat is unconstitutional and violates their equal protection rights under the Fifth Amendment. Command Sergeant Major Jane Baldwin and Colonel Ellen Haring filed the suit in the US District Court for the District of Columbia, naming Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Army Secretary John McHugh among the defendants. 

In February, the Pentagon announced a new policy that would open up more positions to women but the policy continued to prohibit women from infantry, armor, and special-operations units. In response to the policy change, Rep. Loretta Sanchez (D-CA), who serves on the Armed Services Committee, said, "I am very disappointed the Department of Defense has not repealed its direct combat unit assignment prohibition, instead of choosing to open a few positions at the battalion level to basically create a pilot program, which I believe is ridiculous, considering the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan were a pilot in themselves.

Feminist News Digest: Shadow Afghan Summit Focuses on Women's Voices 

The Shadow Summit hosted by Amnesty International USA (AIUSA) brought women's voices to the NATO Summit. Featured speakers, Former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, Ambassador at Large for Women's Global Melanne Verveer, Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky (IL-D), and Afghan Women's Leaders, Afifa Azim, director and co-founder of the Afghan Women's Network, and Manizha Naderi, executive director, Women for Afghan Women, and Mahbouba Seraj, also of the AWN, all said women's participation and concerns must be included to ensure an enduring peace, women's rights and advancement, and progress for all Afghans.

Guest Contributors are welcome!

Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.

What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  

Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.

How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  

Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

