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Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Lisanne Powers
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Roberta Berlin
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
State Board Rep – Gabby Celeiro
State Board Alternate -Sarah MacCombie
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, Sept 10th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
2012 Remaining Chapter Meeting Dates
September 10
October 8
December 17 (Party)

Youth Leadership

Our hope, our present, and our future lies in our young people.  For this reason our chapter supported Danielle Drayton in her attendance at the LeadAmerica conference in Washington, DC in June.  Danielle gave a report at our August meeting on the conference which reaffirmed our decision to contribute to her tuition fee.  It is inspiring to know that feminism is not dead, and that it is alive and well in young women such as Danielle Drayton.
Todd Aiken, a Disgrace to Congress
We’ve all heard ad nauseum Aiken’s disgusting remark about “legitimate” or “forcible” rape.  But what makes it even more repellant is the fact that this is now part of the Republican Party official platform.  The hypocrisy is that while they publicly condemn him for saying it out loud, they actually agree with him.  This is very clear evidence of the Republican War on Women.
Republican National Platform

Encoded among the planks of the Republican National Platform are the following:
· Support for traditional marriage: DOMA, the Defense of Marriage Act, which decrees that marriage shall be between one man and one woman.  Specifically, same sex marriage shall not be legal.

· Support for a Human Life Amendment to the Constitution, and a statement that the provisions of the 14th Amendment shall apply to the unborn child.

· Support of the Keystone XL Pipeline as well as coal and hydraulic fracturing.
· Reigning in the EPA, and prohibiting the EPA from moving forward with new greenhouse gas regulations.
· Overhaul of Medicare such that senior citizens will be responsible for securing their own private insurance with vouchers.
· Support of block-granting Medicaid to the states. 

· A direct quote from the Republican National Platform:  “We support English as the nation’s official language”.
· Repeal Obamacare, The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.
· Additionally “No healthcare professional or organization should ever be required to perform, provide for, withhold, or refer for a medical service against their conscience.”
· Support for the death penalty.

For more about the platform, this link gives analysis by the Feminist Majority, this link presents the highlights without analysis, while this link presents the platform document itself (61 pages total).
2012 Elections
Do you have a favorite candidate whom you would like to see elected?  Go and volunteer to work in her/his campaign.  I’m going to keep saying this until Election Day in Nov.  This is a critical period in our country’s history, and women’s rights are in peril.  Ms. Magazine details the top 10 rights that we are likely to lose here.  It is really scary.
For those interested in working in the Obama for America campaign, their New Brunswick NJ headquarters are nearby:
542 Georges Road, 2nd Floor.
What Obama Has Done During His Three Years in Office
On Obama’s first day in office, he signed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act.  Here is a brief list of Obama’s accomplishments in response to Romney’s statement that this has been a “failed presidency.”

NOW National PAC endorses 
Elizabeth Warren for Congress
Elizabeth Warren is an ally of women's rights supporters and, unlike her opponent, Scott Brown, will be a leader in enacting policies that benefit everyone in the 99 percent. NOW/PAC calls on voters to reject attempts by Warren's opponent and the media to conduct a tabloid election devoid of substance. Too much is riding on this election to ignore the issues that matter most to women and their families.
See this statement from the NOW National office.
Saving Abortion:  What can you do?
“Seeking Women with a Story to Tell”
By Mimi Pichey 
The Rutgers University Choice group (RU Choice) has partnered with the Middlesex County chapter of NOW to record women’s stories, both taped and written.  Our goal is to post some short videos and written memories on a website and reach out to young people using the internet.  We're hoping that these vignettes can educate young people about the dangers that await if we don't pay attention to preserving the rights we gained in 1973.

The videotaping is being done by Rutgers students.  Check out the several that have already been posted at Never Go Back.  If you prefer, it could be done so that you are not recognizable.  You would have the ability to approve the final product before publication.  You are also welcome to share a written memory such as the one that appeared in the November 2011 newsletter.  (Available on our website: www.nownj.org/Middlesex).  For more information:  mimi_pichey@hotmail.com or 732-316-1078.
The Republican War on Women
The Republicans are engaging in a war on women on many fronts.  See a great summary here.
Be a Foster or Adoptive Parent

Bill Scott and Pam Irvin of the NJ Dept. of Children and Families, Division of Youth and Family Services, graciously joined us at our June 11th meeting.  They provided an informative presentation on the need for foster or adoptive parents.  There are thousands of NJ children who need the warmth and guidance of a family.  Foster parents can be single, married in a domestic partnership or a civil union. The important thing is their willingness to and ability to parent. If you or someone you know would like to learn more, please contact Bill Scott, (908) 497-1488, william.scott@dcf.state.nj.us.

Guest Contributors are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  
Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
