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October, 2012
October is both Breast Cancer Awareness Month and
Domestic Violence awareness Month
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Lisanne Powers
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Roberta Berlin
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
State Board Rep – Gabby Celeiro
State Board Alternate -Sarah MacCombie
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, Oct 8th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.
2012 Remaining Chapter Meeting Dates
October 8
December 17 (Party)

The Olympics
Gabrielle Douglas, 16, became the first African American to win the Olympic gold medal in the women’s all-around gymnastics event.   Claressa Shields, 17, was the only US boxer to win a gold medal in the first appearance of Women’s boxing in the Olympic Games.  Of the total U.S. medal count (104), women won almost two thirds (59).
Milestones
From Ms magazine: 
Marissa Mayer, the first woman engineer to work at Google and developer of many of its products, has now been made CEO and President of Yahoo.
Margaret M. Sullivan, has become the first woman named public editor of The New York Times. 
Bad Business
Rush Limbaugh, who called law student Sandra Fluke a slut for wanting to have insurance coverage for contraceptives, touched off a firestorm backlash.  Numerous large companies have pulled their advertising, and many more are continuing to do so.  
When Fluke hit the campaign trail for Obama, Limbaugh stated that he deserved a “finder’s fee” for making her a household name.  Fluke responded in an interview on The Ed Show, “I really think it’s an interesting request to take credit for the voice of a woman you tried to silence.”
2012 Elections
Do you have a favorite candidate whom you would like to see elected?  Go and volunteer to work in her/his campaign.  I’m going to keep saying this until Election Day in Nov.  This is a critical period in our country’s history, and women’s rights are in peril.  Ms. Magazine details the top 10 rights that we are likely to lose here.  It is really scary.
For those interested in working in the Obama for America campaign, their New Brunswick, NJ headquarters are nearby:
542 Georges Road, 2nd Floor.
What Obama Has Done During His Three Years in Office
On Obama’s first day in office, he signed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act.  Here is a brief list of Obama’s accomplishments in response to Romney’s statement that this has been a “failed presidency.”

NOW National PAC endorses 
Elizabeth Warren for Congress
Elizabeth Warren is an ally of women's rights supporters and, unlike her opponent, Scott Brown, will be a leader in enacting policies that benefit everyone in the 99 percent. NOW/PAC calls on voters to reject attempts by Warren's opponent and the media to conduct a tabloid election devoid of substance. Too much is riding on this election to ignore the issues that matter most to women and their families.
See this statement from the NOW National office.
Now National PAC also endorses Tammy Baldwin for U.S. Senate 

Tammy Baldwin of WI, the first open lesbian to serve in the U.S. House of Representatives, has announced that she is a candidate for the U.S. Senate.  She is running against former Republican Governor Tommy Thompson, who is backed by current Gov. Scott Walker.  The polls show her with a 3% lead and thus a 78% chance of winning.
What can you do?
As the election continues to heat up, contact Pat Ruess, the NOW PAC Phone Bank Coordinator, at patreuss@verizon.net and volunteer to make some phone calls.  Tell her Skip sent you.  (
Saving Abortion
“Seeking Women with a Story to Tell”
By Mimi Pichey 
The Rutgers University Choice group (RU Choice) has partnered with the Middlesex County chapter of NOW to record women’s stories, both taped and written.  Our goal is to post some short videos and written memories on a website and reach out to young people using the internet.  We're hoping that these vignettes can educate young people about the dangers that await if we don't pay attention to preserving the rights we gained in 1973.

The videotaping is being done by Rutgers students.  Check out the several that have already been posted at Never Go Back.  If you prefer, it could be done so that you are not recognizable.  You would have the ability to approve the final product before publication.  You are also welcome to share a written memory such as the one that appeared in the November 2011 newsletter.  (Available on our website: www.nownj.org/Middlesex).  For more information:  mimi_pichey@hotmail.com or 732-316-1078.
Only One Day?
The United Nations has formally designated October 11, 2012, as the Day of the Girl to call attention to the issues that girls today face around the world.  These are often not covered when we talk about women’s rights: such issues as forced  marriage, violence, rape, illiteracy, genital mutilation, and distorted body image.
Coming to Somerset!
The National Sex-Ed Conference is going to take place in Somerset, NJ, Nov 28-30.  The keynote address will be delivered by former U.S. Surgeon General Dr. Jocelyn Elders.
Great Little Summary

The Republican War on Women:
http://youtu.be/nKfNRIytENk

In Memoriam
Adrienne Rich died at age 82 at her home in Santa Cruz Ca.  A celebrated poet, author, lesbian, and activist, she is the one who penned the quote, “Objectivity as we know it is nothing more than male subjectivity made unquestionable.”
Sent to the chapter by Tash Amador:

ABC News Video:   a 14 year old feminist in action!  Young Feminist Julia Bloom scored a huge victory for girls everywhere when she successfully pressured Seventeen Magazine into agreeing NOT to photoshop girls/models through a Change.org petition!  Julia was concerned that these photo-shopped images damage young girls' self esteem and can cause eating disorders in young girls/teens. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6NwX1FoB8lg&feature=endscreen&NR=1
From We-News Sept 30:

A conservative CNN commentator sparked controversy with a tweet calling the Democratic National Convention "the Vagina Monologues," reported the Huffington Post Sept. 5. Erick Erickson soon tweeted an apology, but some are calling for CNN to fire him.  A Change.org petition called "Fire Erick Erickson" has over 600 supporters.  Over 70,000 people have signed a similar online petition created by the group UltraViolet.

Love Your Body Day
From National NOW News:

Hollywood and the fashion, cosmetics and diet industries work hard to make us believe that our bodies are unacceptable and need constant improvement.  Celebrate the beautiful woman you are on Oct 17, 2012, Love Your Body Day.
Eve Ensler's One Billion Rising Campaign
	




NOW is excited to partner with V-Day and Eve Ensler on the One Billion Rising campaign as part of the anti-violence movement sweeping the globe. Join us as we take a stand, dance in the streets (or in our hearts) and demand an end to sexual and domestic violence on Valentine's Day 2013. For more information, visit OneBillionRising.org.

Guest Contributors are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  
Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

