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November, 2012
The Pre-election and Post-Sandy Edition
Be sure to vote!

We are hoping that everyone has weathered hurricane Sandy 
safely and with minimal damage and inconvenience.
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Lisanne Powers
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Roberta Berlin
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
State Board Rep – Gabby Celeiro
State Board Alternate -Sarah MacCombie
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, December 17th (3rd Monday!), 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let me know if you're planning to attend, so we can have enough food for everyone.  This is Party Night and chapter election night, so think about what capacity you might like to serve in.
2012 Remaining Chapter Meeting Date
December 17 (Party and election)

The War on Women
Our own chapter secretary, Alan Gross, was asked by the Asbury Park Press to write an article about the War on Women.  Does the War on Women really exist, and if so, what impact is it having on women, men and families?  The article was published in the Asbury Park Press on October 2, 2012, and is included on the last page of this newsletter.
2012 Elections
Do you have a favorite candidate whom you would like to see elected?  Go and volunteer to work in her/his campaign.  I’m going to keep saying this until Election Day on November 6th.  This is a critical period in our country’s history, and women’s rights are in peril.  Ms. Magazine details the top 10 rights that we are likely to lose here.  It is really scary.
For those interested in working in the Obama for America campaign, their headquarters are nearby.  They moved to 251 Route 18 South Suite 1007

East Brunswick NJ 08816

(973) 619-4761
For those interested in working on the campaigns of other NOW PAC endorsed candidates, contact Pat Ruess, NOW Phone Bank coordinator at patreuss@verizon.net.  Pat writes:
The races we are working on are ALL very close.  For Senate races, we’ve covered Massachusetts (Elizabeth Warren), Wisconsin (Tammy Baldwin), Virginia (Tim Kaine), Nevada (Shelley Berkley), Montana (Jon Tester) and Missouri (Claire McCaskill).  For House races, we’ve called for Florida (Frankel and Demings), Ohio (Sutton and Neuhardt) and in Illinois (Duckworth and Bustos).  Please consider making these calls in our closest races:

Jon Tester, Montana – contact NOW MT President Marian Bradley and she will get you set up.  marianbradley@gmail.com 

Tammy Baldwin, Wisconsin - http://www.tammybaldwin.com/petition/field-call-out-the-vote  

 

Tim Kaine, Virginia – sign up on the volunteer page and in the message box say you’re a NOW PAC volunteer phoner and would like to make the phone/ computer calls to help get out the vote. http://www.kaineforva.com/get_involved 

 

Shelley Berkley, Nevada - send a message to the campaign and ask if you can make the phone/computer calls for her http://www.shelleyberkley.com/contact-us 

 

Claire Mc Caskill, Missouri – sign up to make calls http://clairemccaskill.com/action/phonecalls 

 

Wild cards:  Two states where the Senate Democratic candidate is “closing in” on the Republican frontrunner.  NOW PAC hasn’t officially endorsed these two candidates, but would welcome them if they win their tough Senate races.  Contact their campaigns to see if there’s anything you can do in these last days.

 

Heidi Heitkamp, North Dakota - http://heidifornorthdakota.com/volunteer 

Bob Kerrey, Nebraska - http://www.bobkerrey.com/act/volunteer 

 

What Obama Has Done During His Three Years in Office
On Obama’s first day in office, he signed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act.  Here is a brief list of Obama’s accomplishments in response to Romney’s statement that this has been a “failed presidency.”  Here is another good list of his feminist accomplishments, starting with appointing Hillary Clinton as Secretary of State.
WMC Feature: The Reality of the GOP Platform on Abortion
By Alice Driver

The author who has conducted research in Mexico, offers a reality check on what could happen to U.S. women if the GOP succeeds in criminalizing abortion. The official 2012 GOP platform calls for a federal ban on abortion with no exception for rape or incest victims.  Although some Americans support this platform in theory, they may not realize what limiting a woman’s right to a safe abortion looks like in practice.  The GOP platform promotes the idea that a ban on abortion will decrease abortions, but it does nothing to address the situations that create the need for abortion.
To understand how a ban on abortion could affect U.S. women, look no father than our southern neighbor, Mexico. ...
Click here to read the full article.
 

Saving Abortion
“Seeking Women with a Story to Tell”
By Mimi Pichey 
The Rutgers University Choice group (RU Choice) has partnered with the Middlesex County chapter of NOW to record women’s stories, both taped and written.  Our goal is to post some short videos and written memories on a website and reach out to young people using the internet.  We're hoping that these vignettes can educate young people about the dangers that await if we don't pay attention to preserving the rights we gained in 1973.

The videotaping is being done by Rutgers students.  Check out the several that have already been posted at Never Go Back.  If you prefer, it could be done so that you are not recognizable.  You would have the ability to approve the final product before publication.  You are also welcome to share a written memory such as the one that appeared in the November 2011 newsletter.  (Available on our website: www.nownj.org/Middlesex).  For more information:  mimi_pichey@hotmail.com or 732-316-1078.
Coming to Somerset!
The National Sex-Ed Conference is going to take place in Somerset, NJ Nov 28-30.  The keynote address will be delivered by former U.S. Surgeon General Dr. Jocelyn Elders.


Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  
Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.


Women Losing Ground

By Alan Gross

October 2, 2012

Clearly women have lost ground in the last several years during the Republican “War on Women.” And let’s be clear, what affects women also affects men. Men, including myself, variously have wives or girlfriends, mothers, sisters and daughters. Damage inflicted on members of our families spills over onto us men, too, both financially and emotionally.

Perhaps the most obvious battleground in the War on Women is women’s healthcare. Romney said he favors ending federal funding for “abortion advocates like Planned Parenthood.” This totally ignores the 97 percent of Planned Parenthood’s work that is not abortion related, and, in fact, federal funds are currently barred from being used for abortion services.

When I was first married in the mid ’70s, my wife and I used Planned Parenthood as a source of medical care and preventive care, including family planning. They were the obvious go-to organization for women’s healthcare, and they still are. I don’t know what women of my daughter’s generation are going to do to receive affordable healthcare if Planned Parenthood is destroyed.

Here in New Jersey, just this past summer we experienced a definite loss of ground. Gov. Christie, following Republican war strategy, vetoed $7.5 million in funding for family planning clinics. He called the bill “irresponsible.”

In fact, family planning makes a lot of sense. Preventive care and birth control actually save money. His veto was the irresponsible action. As a result of Christie’s act of “war,” more women will delay much-needed healthcare, use expensive emergency room facilities when sick, have unwanted pregnancies and go on welfare, or perhaps end up with an abortion. This collateral damage will cost us all.

And the story is the same around the country wherever Republicans are in control. In the Republican-controlled U.S. House of Representatives, anti-abortion bills have been considered more than 30 times this year. That energy could have been focused on creating jobs.

Several states, including Texas and Virginia, have passed laws to require women to undergo a medically unnecessary, expensive vaginal ultrasound before receiving a legal abortion. Not only might this government intrusion be considered state-imposed rape, but with rising health care costs, it is a squandering of scarce medical resources.

Further, many states under Republican control, for example, Arkansas, Arizona, Kansas, Mississippi, North Dakota and, most recently, Virginia, have enacted so-called TRAP (Targeted Regulation of Abortion Providers) laws in the past two years that impose unnecessary and expensive requirements on abortion clinics in a sometimes-successful attempt to shut them down.

Each of the actions mentioned above not only results in lost ground, but the time and energy involved represents a huge opportunity cost. Congress and the Republican-controlled state legislatures have wasted two years prosecuting this war, rather than creating jobs. We all suffer because our unemployed community members are not being put back to work, and the salaries they might be earning are not being spent in our local businesses.

Have we lost ground due to these acts of “war”?  Definitely!  

Alan Gross is secretary of Middlesex County National Organization for Women.

http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2012310020072
