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January, 2013
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Roberta Berlin
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
State Board Rep – Lisanne Powers
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Congratulations to our new officers

The officers listed above were elected at our December meeting to serve for 2013.  Congratulations to all those elected, and thank you to those who are no longer serving as officers!

Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, January 14th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2013 schedule of meetings has been posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
SPEAKOUT! For Morning After Pill
National Women’s Liberation Demands Health and Human Services Stop Blocking Over-the-Counter Approval of the Morning-After Pill.  The Speakout will be on the 40th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, Tuesday, January 22, 2013, 4:30p to 5:30p, in Manhattan, 26 Federal Plaza, on Broadway at Worth St., U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services.  For more information click here.

Human Trafficking Awareness Day Rally 

Friday, January 11, 2013 from 11 am to 1:30 pm -- rally followed by a forum in Committee Room 4, State House Annex.  Morris County NOW and NOW-NJ, both founding members of the Coalition, are cosponsoring this event along with Northern New Jersey NOW.  Space is limited.  Please register at www.jfedgmw.org/htad.  For more information:  www.njhumantrafficking.org.
From Tasha Amador:

How Media Ads Deliberately Make You Hate Your Body to Sell Products.

Here are a couple of videos you may want to watch:

1) Young Feminist Laci Green discusses this topic here.  2) NOW’s presentation Sex, Stereotypes and Beauty: The ABCs and Ds of Commercial Images of Women can be seen here.
News from feminist.org:
Women's Rights in Question in New Egyptian Constitution 

Women's rights activists are protesting the draft constitution proposed by Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi that was voted on by the general public on December 15th, 2012.  Click here for story.
Michigan Sneaks Through Anti-Abortion Laws 

While Michigan was in the news due to its new "Right-to-Work" bill, the Michigan House took the opportunity to approve two anti-abortion laws on December 6th.  Click here for one article and click here for a second article.
Women's Rights Advocate Slain in Afghanistan 

Najia Seddiqi, the head of women's affairs for Laghman province and known women's rights activist, was murdered on her way to her office.  Click here for story.
Federal Judge Rules NC Choose Life License Plates Unconstitutional 

Click here for story.
WI Planned Parenthood Challenges Medical Abortion Restrictions

Click here for story.
Scalia Defends Parallel Between Homosexuality and Murder

Click here for story.
News from womensenews.org:
Egypt's Constitution Vote Rings Sharia Alarm Bells
By Jessica Gray-WeNews correspondent

After three weeks of sometimes violent revolt against Morsi's pro-Islamist power grab, Egypt is slated to hold a vote on a controversial draft constitution.  For women concerned about divorce rights and FGM, the spotlight falls on the loosely worded Article 10.

Mental-Health Reforms Urged for Low-Income Moms 
By Maggie Freleng-WeNews correspondent

When low-income women with children suffer depression they see fewer psychiatrists, take fewer meds and are more worried about the risk of losing custody if they admit they need help.

One by One, Our Abortion Stories Can Change Debate
By Aspen Baker, WeNews guest author.
Finding out about a friend's abortion gave Aspen Baker the courage to make the best decision for her, she says in the anthology "Nothing but the Truth So Help Me God." In this excerpt, she advocates for more story sharing.

The above story is a perfect lead-in to our chapter’s project to document local women who have had abortions, as described in the following, recurring notice we have been running in this newsletter:
Saving Abortion
“Seeking Women with a Story to Tell”
By Mimi Pichey 
The Rutgers University Choice group (RU Choice) has partnered with the Middlesex County chapter of NOW to record women’s stories, both taped and written.  Our goal is to post some short videos and written memories on a website and reach out to young people using the internet.  We're hoping that these vignettes can educate young people about the dangers that await if we don't pay attention to preserving the rights we gained in 1973.

The videotaping is being done by Rutgers students.  Check out the several that have already been posted at Never Go Back.  If you prefer, it could be done so that you are not recognizable.  You would have the ability to approve the final product before publication.  You are also welcome to share a written memory such as the one that appeared in the November 2011 newsletter.  (Available on our website: www.nownj.org/Middlesex).  For more information:  mimi_pichey@hotmail.com or 732-316-1078.
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.

What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org. 
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  
Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

