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Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Roberta Berlin
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
State Board Rep – Lisanne Powers
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, March 11th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2013 schedule of meetings has been posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Activity
At our January meeting we voted to co-sponsor the conference “Roe at 40: Looking Ahead,” which was being put on by the NJ Abortion Access Fund.  As a result, we were able to both take in the event and provide literature to the attendees.  Click here to see a few pictures of the goings on.
Historical Women Who Rocked: Myers-Briggs
Did you ever take the Myers-Briggs (MBTI) personality test growing up?  Did you know that the researchers who gave the world the MBTI were not only women but also mother and daughter?  Click on the link above for more information.
Blast From the Past
Do you remember back in 1979 when Kristen Lems wrote and sang “Days of the Theocracy”?  Unfortunately, this song is still as relevant today as it was back then.  Whether you remember it or not, you can listen to it and read the words here.  (Submitted by a guest at our last meeting.)
The 113th Congress

The House Democratic women’s caucus now numbers 60 strong:
You can see swearing-in pictures of the 16 Congresswomen supported by Emily’s List, as well as the 9 women supported in the Senate, here.

Tell your Senators and Representatives that we must pass VAWA now! 
The Reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) is moving in both the Senate (S.47) with 50 cosponsors and in the House (H.R.11) with 157 cosponsors.  The Senate could vote on VAWA as early as this week (1/29/13).
News from womensenews.org:
YouTube Star's Video Ignites 'Slut-Shaming' Reaction  By Maggie Freleng (WeNews)  Jenna Marbles' latest video on YouTube questions why women would expose themselves to the risks of one-night stands or multiple sex partners. Critics, including two other YouTube stars, quickly called out the artist for slut-shaming and victim-blaming.
Egyptian Constitution Provides Little Protection  By Hajer Naili (WeNews)  A secular Egyptian woman outlines the disappointments written into the country's new constitution, passed in late December. Women have had only one legal advance since the revolution: prosecuting sex harassment.
India's Rape Furor Catalyzes New Alliances  By Swapna Majumdar (WeNews)  Veterans of women's safety activism say they have never, in decades of work, seen their society mobilize like this to confront the dangers and hostilities that women face. "It means violence against women is no longer just a woman's issue."
Roe Turns 40 with Doctors Worried All Over Again  By Cynthia L. Cooper (WeNews)  The role of doctors in upholding Roe v. Wade over the past 40 years includes millions of procedures, key court battles and withstanding threats of violent attack. After all that, in the face of mounting abortion restrictions, one doctor says "we have to fight this state by state."
Online Game Gets Players Out of Steubenville  By Maggie Freleng (WeNews)  Some background voices in the otherwise notoriously cruel Steubenville, Ohio, rape video sound disturbed but also powerless. A new simulation computer game lets students practice active response to sex abuse and avoid being a passive bystander.
Cheers & Jeers, Dec 22, 2012
· The United Nations General Assembly unanimously passed a resolution Dec. 21 banning the practice of female genital mutilation (FGM).

· The EU Gender Directive passed Dec. 21, making it a law that insurance companies can no longer use a driver's gender as a factor when calculating their annual premium, London's The Telegraph reported Dec. 21.
· Toy company Hasbro will release a gender-neutral Easy-Bake Oven at the Toy Fair in February after meeting with a 13-year-old girl who sparked an Internet outrage over the toy, Ms. Magazine reported Dec. 18.
Cheers & Jeers, Jan 19, 2013
· Anti-choice measures in the United States go beyond limiting access to abortion.  They provide the basis for arresting women, locking them up and forcing them to submit to medical interventions, including surgery.  Read a fuller summary of the findings in this article on RH Reality Check.
Job Opportunity for an Advanced Practice Nurse.  The right person for the job would be traveling throughout the southern part of New Jersey, and the ideal candidate would be a Psych Nurse serving children with behavioral needs.  If you know someone who meets these qualifications, please e-mail us at Middlesex@nownj.org.

In recognition of the 40th anniversary of the Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision, we present the following two personal testimonies.  The first is from just this year, and the second is from over 100 years ago.
Pro-choice on Amtrak: The time I told a group of anti-choice teenagers about my abortion by NOW member Michelle Kinsey Bruns.  This is a riveting, first-person account of an encounter just a week ago.  We all need to get our positive messages “out there.”
Remembering Sarah Neivert
A Middlesex County NOW chapter member's great grandmother died in 1899 of an attempted self-induced abortion.  When abortion is not accessible, women will die.

The above two stories are a perfect lead-in to our chapter’s project to document local women who have had abortions, as described in the following, recurring notice we have been running in this newsletter:
Saving Abortion
“Seeking Women with a Story to Tell”
By Mimi Pichey 
The Rutgers University Choice group (RU Choice) has partnered with the Middlesex County chapter of NOW to record women’s stories, both taped and written.  Our goal is to post some short videos and written memories on a website and reach out to young people using the internet.  We're hoping that these vignettes can educate young people about the dangers that await if we don't pay attention to preserving the rights we gained in 1973.

The videotaping is being done by Rutgers students.  Check out the several that have already been posted at Never Go Back.  If you prefer, it could be done so that you are not recognizable.  You would have the ability to approve the final product before publication.  You are also welcome to share a written memory such as the one that appeared in the November 2011 newsletter.  (Available on our website: www.nownj.org/Middlesex).  For more information:  mimi_pichey@hotmail.com or 732-316-1078.
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org. 
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  
Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

