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March, 2013
March is Women’s History Month
March 8 is International Women’s Day
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Roberta Berlin
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
State Board Rep – Lisanne Powers
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, March 11th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2013 schedule of meetings has been posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Activities:
International Women’s Day Event
The Chapter has signed on as a co-sponsor of an event planned by 1199SEIU United Healthcare Workers union from noon to 1:30 pm on Friday, March 8, at the Rutgers Labor Ed Center on the Cook Campus.  The event is entitled, “Celebrate the Power of Working Women” and is “A political/cultural Observance of IWD in solidarity with struggles for equality and justice worldwide.”  Free, possibly with some snacks and beverages provided.  Let them know if you are planning to attend.  More information should be available soon at 1199seiu.org.
One Billion Rising

Eve Ensler’s campaign, Strike, Dance, Rise!  One Billion Rising, to end violence against women, sponsored events around the world on Valentine’s Day.  The campaign grew out of a startling and horrofying statistic:  One in three women will be raped or beaten in their lifetime.  
Several chapter members attended events locally.  Chapter officers, Skip Drumm and Alan Gross participated in the event at the Highland Park Reformed Church, which featured a variety of activities, including music, poetry readings, chanting, dance performance, Yoga, and … chocolate! The evening concluded with all joyously participating in dances to various rhythms from around the world.
Chapter Vice President Mary Pranzatelli also participated in the Highland Park event, reading a beautiful and very moving poem that she had written six years ago.  She describes her multifaceted Valentine’s Day (V-day) experiences at the end of this newsletter, and includes her poem.
Reauthorizing VAWA
Breaking news!  This paragraph was originally written with links to blogs to read and petitions to sign, but around noon on 2/28 the House defeated the watered down version and passed the Senate’s version, so now VAWA is on its way to President Obama for his signature.  Victory!
Action against Hobby Lobby

The battle for contraceptive coverage by insurance continues, and Hobby Lobby (HL) is leading the way, defying ObamaCare rules and denying coverage to their female employees.  Occupy Jersey has planned an Action at HL on Saturday, March 9 at 2 pm.  Occupy Jersey states, “The action will be an educational one.  We will give out leaflets to shoppers outside the store and in the mall.  Hobby Lobby is located in the Middlesex Mall in South Plainfield.  We are not planning to get arrested.  We assume that at some point we will be asked to leave, and we will.”

Conference in Cherry Hill

The organization, National Stop the Violence Alliance, Inc., is holding a conference entitled, “Behold! The Power of Woman” in Cherry Hill on April 6 (with a few events on April 7).  More information is available at their web site.

Abortion battles in the states

Chapter member Mimi Pichey brought the following video clip to our attention:
If you thought the war on women’s reproductive rights was over—this clip will make you think again.
From Ms. Magazine, Winter Edition (not yet on line):
Lest We Forget

· “I read that you have never been on the cover of a major news magazine.  That seems insane.” – Bill Maher to Nancy Pelosi.  Nancy’s response: “Well, Ms!
· “Gender violence is one of the world’s most common human rights abuses.  Women worldwide ages 15 – 44 are more likely to die or be maimed because of male violence than because of cancer, malaria, war, and traffic accidents combined.” – Nicholas Kristof in the NY Times.

Milestones

· A record number of women will serve in the 113th Congress – 20 in the Senate and 78 in the House (plus three non-voting women in the House from Guam, the Virgin Islands, and Washington, D.C.)

· After her gay son was badly beaten at a demonstration in 1973, Jeanne Manford, who has died at 92, founded Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays.  PFLAG, now has 200,000 members.
Bringing Abortion Back to Wichita  
Julie Burkhart, a colleague of murdered doctor George Tiller is bravely taking the challenge.  She is opening Dr. Tiller’s clinic this Spring as the South Wind Women’s Center, which will provide comprehensive women’s health care, including abortion.
Will Justices Say “I Do”?  
Two same-sex marriage cases have been chosen to be heard by the Supreme Court.  The court is expected to release its ruling in June. [Breaking news:  The Obama administration has announced it will be arguing in favor of same-sex marriage – Editor]

No Choice  
A Catholic hospital takeover in Nebraska threatens reproductive care, due to religious directives set by the US Conference of Catholic Bishops.  This is a nationwide concern, as more and more hospitals merge with Catholic affiliated organizations.  What this means is that women cannot have an abortion or even have their tubes tied after giving birth at these hospitals.  Moreover, a rape victim cannot be given the morning after pill if she is taken to the ER of one of these hospitals.  Of the ten largest national health systems, six are Catholic-based.
News from womensenews.org:
Obama Gun Measures Are for Wives, Ex-Lovers, Too  By Lucy Berrington (WeNews).  Safety activists say universal background checks could save the lives of women such as Jennifer Lynch, murdered by her husband on Valentine's Day 2006.  They also welcome the president's order to get the CDC back to tracking gun violence.
Birth Control Mandate Faces Onslaught of Lawsuits  By Sharon Johnson (WeNews)  With a rash of lawsuits flooding the courts, employer-sponsored birth control appears headed for the Supreme Court.  Court rulings that bar employers from imposing religious beliefs on workers could help the government's case.
Lawmaker’s VAWA Comment Sparks Online Ire  By Victoria Fitzgerald (WeNews)  Tennessee Republican Rep. John J. Duncan Jr. has sparked a surge of internet outrage after he told reporters this week that men can handle violence “a little better than a lot of women.”
Cheers & Jeers, January 26, 2013
· Senior defense officials say Pentagon Chief Leon Panetta is removing the military's ban on women serving in combat, opening hundreds of thousands of front-line positions and potentially elite commando jobs after more than a decade at war.

· A Republican lawmaker in New Mexico introduced a bill on January 23 that would legally require victims of rape to carry their pregnancies to term in order to use the fetus as evidence for a sexual assault trial, the Huffington Post reported Jan. 24.
From the Women’s Media Center (WMC):
Human Trafficking Bill Resurrected in Congress  By Mary Ann Swissler (WMC) February 15, 2013.  Human trafficking is the fastest growing business of organized crime, according to the FBI.  This week the Senate took care of the unfinished business of reauthorizing legislation to combat the crime of trafficking, including services for domestic victims.  Now it's up to the House.
Nepotism Is Not Feminism By Ashwini Tambe (WMC) February 19, 2013.  He said it again.  In his recent State of the Union speech, President Barack Obama declared his commitment to equal pay for women in the name of “our wives, our mothers, and daughters.”  It was a phrase we also heard during his second inauguration speech.  
To some, the phrase might sound like a touching affirmation of his position on women’s economic rights, but to keen feminist ears, it is discordant.  The term “our” implies ownership.  The President needs a little consciousness raising!
Sotomayor – From the Bronx to the Bench By Emily Wilson (WMC) February 21, 2013.  Learning to manage her juvenile diabetes shaped her life and taught her discipline and self-reliance, U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor told a sold-out crowd at a recent Commonwealth Club event in San Francisco.  “The prognosis for my life was not good,” she said.  “I had to take full advantage of what I thought would be a limited life span.”  Sotomayor’s new memoir, My Beloved World, is now available.
Saving Abortion
“Seeking Women with a Story to Tell”
By Mimi Pichey 
The Rutgers University Choice group (RU Choice) has partnered with the Middlesex County chapter of NOW to record women’s stories, both taped and written.  Our goal is to post some short videos and written memories on a website and reach out to young people using the internet.  We're hoping that these vignettes can educate young people about the dangers that await if we don't pay attention to preserving the rights we gained in 1973.

The videotaping is being done by Rutgers students.  Check out the several that have already been posted at Never Go Back.  If you prefer, it could be done so that you are not recognizable.  You would have the ability to approve the final product before publication.  You are also welcome to share a written memory such as the one that appeared in the November 2011 newsletter.  (Available on our website: www.nownj.org/Middlesex).  For more information:  mimi_pichey@hotmail.com or 732-316-1078.
Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org. 
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  
Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
Valentine’s Day Thoughts and Experiences

By Mary Pranzatelli

Chapter Vice President

For months there was much anticipation of Eve Ensler’s “One Billion Rising” event on Valentine’s Day (V-day), which had locations, participants, and advocates in almost every country worldwide.
My V-day celebration began with an unexpected phone call I received just a few minutes after midnight.  It was my friend Benika.  She called to tell me the heartfelt news that she had been released from immigrant detention.  Benika is a woman in Newark’s Delaney Hall private immigrant prison I visited weekly on missionary work from the Reformed Church of Highland Park, NJ.  She had fled South Africa to escape horrific domestic violence abuse from her husband back in her homeland.  
With an overwhelming voice of happiness, she told me that she was finally free.  This was a long awaited blessing that put tears in my eyes with joyous relief.  Benicka could now live her life in a safe environment and begin recovery from domestic violence issues.  She gave V-day meaning like never before.  A long anticipated release after serving a 6 month incarceration, a cruel unjust sentence she did not deserve, that never should have been, and cost roughly $280 dollars a day, $47,000 of our tax dollars.  She entered the US with a legal visa, and a sponsor.  The reasonable, cost effective and humane thing to do would have been to allow her to wait on parole until her hearing date, so that she could present her Asylum case in front of the immigration judge.  However, when Benika entered our country, she was arrested and detained by ICE at US customs, the next immigrant woman for the private industry prison to profit from.
Benika's release and 1 billion women rising went hand in hand and marked the beginning of a celebration.  We entered a new era with an organized effort to free women from abuse worldwide.  The local 1 billion rising event that I attended, was held at The Reformed Church of Highland Park and had a healthy turnout.  Among the guests that evening were Skip Drumm, the President of Middlesex County NOW, and her husband, Alan Gross.
Our experience began with a full night, a well planned agenda that kicked off at 4 pm.  We indulged in multi-ethnic snacks and treats, and enjoyed chanting, meditation, yoga, songs performed by various artists, and poetry readings with an open mic hour.  The event ended around 9 pm with a well connected social network to work diligently toward implementing the recently passed VAWA.  The passing of VAWA will protect all women;  including Native American tribal women and immigrant women like Benika.
The evening ended as we danced around the church parlor barefooted to celebrate new beginnings that would break away physical and psychological restraints and bonds, and recognized that we have entered this brand new era around the world with a coalition and mindset that "we will take abuse no more".  And 1 Billion Women Rising raised awareness and funds to help with domestic violence issues globally.  This V-day I've learned that corporate lobbyists are powerful;  but church organizations and movements like 1 billion women rising can be even more powerful.
At the open mic I read for the first time in public an immigration poem (text below) that I wrote 6 years ago.  My heart melted into each precious, painfully lived line as I recited my words in front of my dear 1 Billion Rising friends.  I was nervous as I began to read my poem aloud on stage;  but it wasn't long before I fell deeply into the meaning of each word I wrote.  As I finished I looked up and took notice of all the compassionate faces in front of me.  I could hear the sounds of applause and the connection of our feminine spiritual embracement of wisdom born with pain and the knowledge that this was the first time in history that 1 billion women rose.

On V-day, February 14th, 2013, … worldwide, there was love in the air …

Sullen Angel of The Arizona Divide

Written by Mary Pranzatelli
Line of Demarkation

Rigid and Retricted

Valley of the Gods

Mexican hat and bluff

Sullen Angel of the Arizona divide

I'm waiting for you

Oh, I have waited for you

and waited

and waited...

You silenced me

silenced me with fear

you confused me

terrorized the barrio of my emotions

Oh, the numbness of my soul

I have no choice

there is no choice

no freedom

no escape from you

All the battles that I fought, could not be won

You enjoy the pain, you inflict on mankind

You are the diablo’s son

the torch that shines over this, so called Gringa!!; is burning my eyes

I don't want to go blind

Not many get to see the view like I did

Arizona divide

Oh Arizona divide

I am a sullen Angel of the Arizona divide

Towering red mesas, please show the world there is such thing as love

May your eerie nights shimmer softly with the moon that gleams above

and give us words of wisdom

Precious Navajo land

endless sand of desert infusion

Its been fourteen days, fourteen nights, four corners, and no more water

I'm here for you

I'm waiting for you

I'm waiting for change

this sullen Angel

this so called Gringa is waiting for you

just waiting to look in your eyes

waiting to touch your skin
waiting to put my head on your chest
to listen to the breaths that you take
just waiting for you
and waiting for you
please make it here alive

