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Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, April 8th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2013 schedule of meetings has been posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Activities:
Two of our chapter activists are participating in the National Abortion Access Bowl-A-Thon on April 6th.  You can support them on their team page.

Also on April 6th our chapter members are participating in the NJ Coalition Against Sexual Assault 5km walk/run.  You can support them on their team page.
National NOW is joining the campaign to stop the practice of overcharging prison inmates for pay-phone calls.  Most states allow exorbitant kick-backs on these calls, and women are disproportionately affected.  You can read more about this here and sign a petition here.

Monmouth/Ocean County Democrats April Fool's Comedy Show
Also on April 6, is this Democratic fund raiser.  The evening starts at 6:30 PM at the IBEW 400 Labor Hall, 3301 State Route 138 in Wall Township.  It’s $35 per person/$60.  There will be “unlimited Food, Wine, Beer and Laughs!”  The comedy show features Scott Blakeman and Joey Novick. Questions? Call Joe Grillo at 732-739-8888 or email monmouthdemocrats@gmail.com and/or purchase tickets here.
Moving Beyond Abuse

Women Aware is holding an event entitled, “Moving Beyond Abuse...A Night of Celebration!” on Wednesday, May 1st at 6:00 pm to celebrate the hundreds of dedicated volunteers and community supporters that help them meet the needs of families moving beyond abuse. The event will be at the Piscataway Senior Center, 700 Buena Vista Avenue, Piscataway.  This is a free event.  Light refreshments will be served, so please confirm your attendance here.
From Ms. Magazine, Winter Edition (not yet on line):
From Ms. Magazine's calendar:

· The next Equal Pay Day is Tuesday, April 9, 2013.  This date symbolizes how far into 2013 women must work to earn what men earned in 2012.  Wear red today to symbolize how women and minorities are still "in the red" with their pay.  For more, see www.pay-equity.org/day.html.

Here's to the Women Who Won

Senator Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis) has made history several times, being the first out lesbian in the U.S. House of Representatives, the first out LGBT senator, and the first woman elected to the U.S. Senate from Wisconsin.  But her win is about more than breaking barriers: "I didn't run to make history," she said, "I ran to make a difference."
From the National Women’s Health Network

Transmen's Health is a 'Women's Health' Issue: Expanding the Boundaries of Sexual & Reproductive Health Care  by Cameron Hartolfelis and Anu Manchikanti. Transmen are individuals who were assigned a female sex at birth but who identify as male.  These individuals may describe themselves as transmen, female-to-male transgender individuals, males, or a range of other identifiers.  Too many transmen and other gender non-conforming individuals face overwhelming levels of discrimination and marginalization during their lives, including discrimination when seeking health care. Click on the link above for the complete article.
News from womensenews.org:
CNN Steubenville Coverage Did More Good Than Harm  By Wendy Murphy-(WeNews).  The sympathy the news outlet poured on the two young men after they were sentenced for rape was hard to take.  But CNN's sustained coverage, along with the bravery of the 16-year-old victim and citizen activism in this case, may help change rape culture.
Abortion Provider 'In Closet' for Self-Protection By Dolores P. (WeNews guest author) Realizing "the news is me" is partially why Dolores P. stays quiet about her job as an abortion provider.  In this essay excerpted from the anthology "Get Out of My Crotch!" she shares the day-to-day reality of her work.
From the Women’s Media Center (WMC):
Marissa Mayer—Out of Touch with Women Workers By Barbara Andridge (WMC) March 20, 2013.  The author, a mom and a Walmart employee, wonders if Yahoo's Marissa Mayer, who serves on the Walmart board, can advocate for her.
Three months after joining the Walmart Board of Directors in April 2012 and on the day she was named Yahoo’s new CEO, Marissa Mayer announced that she was expecting her first child.  I was proud that a woman had finally shattered what had for so long been an unbreakable glass ceiling.  More importantly, I was heartened to think that I would finally have an advocate on Walmart’s board that would fight for workers like me who have children to provide for …
Witch Burnings in Papua New Guinea—in 2013! By Robin Morgan (WMC) February 28, 2013.  First delivered on "Women's Media Center Live with Robin Morgan," this "Fighting Words" commentary demands action in response to a horrifying news story reported by journalist Jo Chandler.
From Tasha Amador
As mentioned in the WeNews article linked above, CNN’s coverage of the Steubenville rape case was abysmal.  If you don’t know the story, several high school Football players were captured on video raping an unconscious 16 year old.  They were found guilty, but received light sentences and the news coverage tended to talk about their “ruined” lives and ignore the victim.  Here are several editorials and petitions about this situation.

· NOW’s Media Hall of Shame entry
· What “Rape Culture” means
· CNN Reporter Labeled 'Rape Apologist' After Steubenville Comments
· Steubenville Rape Trial: CNN in Hot Water After Show Of Pity For Rapists
· CNN's Steubenville Rape Coverage Draws Petition Demanding Apology
· How The Media Took Sides In The Steubenville Rape Case
· Petition: Shame on CNN: Apologize for Steubenville coverage
· Justice for Jane Doe in Steubenville Rape Case
Here's the link to a free online Murder Risk Assessment tool for domestic violence cases -- it's called the MOSAIC: https://www.mosaicmethod.com/.
Job Opening

Received on 3/18/2013 from Annette Petriccione:  Full time Local Sales Manager in Trenton to co-manage the daily operations of the local radio, live event and digital sales department at WKXW-FM (NJ 101.5).  The successful Local Sales Manager will use independent judgment and discretion to develop strategies to attain sales revenue and goals.  The LSM reports to the Market Manager.  Contact Annette for more details.
Saving Abortion
A new video has been added to our collection of first-person accounts of the horrors perpetrated before Roe v. Wade.  It is marked with [image: image1.png]


 on the Never Go Back page.  See the project description in the following paragraphs.
Seeking Women with a Story to Tell
By Mimi Pichey 
The Rutgers University Choice group (RU Choice) has partnered with the Middlesex County chapter of NOW to record women’s stories, both taped and written.  Our goal is to post some short videos and written memories on a website and reach out to young people using the internet.  We're hoping that these vignettes can educate young people about the dangers that await if we don't pay attention to preserving the rights we gained in 1973.

The videotaping is being done by Rutgers students.  Check out the several that have already been posted at Never Go Back.  If you prefer, it could be done so that you are not recognizable.  You would have the ability to approve the final product before publication.  You are also welcome to share a written memory such as the one that appeared in the November 2011 newsletter.  (Available on our website: www.nownj.org/Middlesex).  For more information:  mimi_pichey@hotmail.com or 732-316-1078.
Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.

What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org. 
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  
Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

