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Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, May 13th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2013 schedule of meetings has been posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Activities:
Makers: The Women Who Make America
For those of you who missed this PBS special the last week of February, chapter member Mimi writes that you can watch it on the Makers.com website.  In addition, that website has wonderful in-depth interviews with hundreds of women.

The chapter felt this video is important enough that we have donated copies of it to the four libraries in Middlesex County and sent letters to the others recommending they purchase a copy.

Job Opening

The Center for Women’s Global Leadership has begun a formal search for a Program Coordinator for its work pertaining to violence against women.  To apply for this position, visit the Rutgers University Human Resources website.  The position number is 13-000932.
News from womensenews.org:
State Lawmakers Driving Up Costs of Abortion By Sharon Johnson (WeNews ).  
Telemedicine for medical abortions, which controls costs for rural women in particular, is under legislative attack. These and other state restrictions drive up prices that abortion providers have contained amid overall rising health costs.
Fracking for Natural Gas Fuels Health Worries By Molly M. Ginty (WeNews).  The boom in hydraulic fracturing for natural gas raises medical worries for a number of female health activists and researchers. "We need comprehensive studies to assess long-term problems," says public health professor Madelon Finkel.
It's Feminist to Care About Having Healthy Weight By Ariel Jensen-Vargas (WeNews) Mainstream culture is so fixated on dieting that many rights activists shun the topic.  But when a woman is trying to lose weight, she needs protection from self-hatred and dangerous dieting.  She needs feminism.
Eating Disorders Actually Most Common in Midlife By Cynthia M. Bulik (WeNews guest author) Typecasting them as teen afflictions is incorrect and poses dangerous challenges for adults seeking help, says Cynthia M. Bulik in this excerpt from her book "Midlife Eating Disorders."

'States' Rights' Is Also Code for Keeping Women Down By Doris Weatherford (WeNews) The term has served as a legal code for racism.  Today, historian Doris Weatherford writes that state lawmakers have also long imposed legal restrictions on U.S. women.  Now it's the framework for the shrinkage of access to reproductive health care and medical privacy.
Speculation Builds on Hillary Clinton for President By Hajer Naili (WeNews) As the former secretary of state returned to public view to address women's empowerment conferences, pollsters and pundits saw strong odds that she would win the nomination if she decides to run.
Doctor's Murder Trial Heightens Abortion Debate By Hajer Naili (WeNews) The case of Kermit Gosnell is spurring anti-abortion advocates to talk about the brutality of abortion.  Pro-choice activists, meanwhile, are busy Tweeting about the "pre-Roe" conditions that led women to the Philadelphia clinic.
Cheers & Jeers, March 23, 2013
· There's a palpable resurgence of feminism amongst female voters in the U.S., according to a poll commissioned by Ms. Magazine, the Communications Consortium Media Center and the Feminist Majority Foundation, Policy Mic reported March 18.  The number of women who identify as feminists has increased by a full nine points since the last survey was conducted in 2008.  As it stands, 55 percent of female voters call themselves feminist, and the number is even greater among younger women.
Cheers & Jeers, April 6, 2013
· A federal judge ruled April 5 that the government must make the most common emergency contraceptive,Plan B, available over the counter for all ages, instead of requiring a prescription for girls 16 and younger, The New York Times reported.
· Women in France will no longer pay to have an abortion and minors between ages 15 and 18 will be able to get free contraception in family planning centers, French radio station RFI reported March 31.
Cheers & Jeers, April 12, 2013
· Hip-hop artist Rick Ross was dumped by the sportswear company Reebok after the company decided he hadn't shown an "appropriate level of remorse" for using lyrics in one of his songs that seemed to allude to raping a woman.
Cheers & Jeers, April 20, 2013
· Female genital mutilation is declining in Somalia, AP reported April 16, citing a survey by UNICEF and the governments of Somaliland and Puntland.  The survey found that 25 percent of girls ages 1 to 14 have undergone the practice, compared to 99 percent of women. A UNICEF spokeswoman credited changing attitudes among religious leaders and better public awareness of the health risks
· A federal judge in Mississippi blocked part of a state law that would have forced the closing of the state's only abortion clinic.

· Rep. Paul Ryan said the Republican Party should hold its strong anti-abortion stance and ignore those who say it's hurting the GOP.

· The Vatican says Pope Francis supports the Holy See's crackdown on the largest umbrella group of U.S. nuns, who were faulted for focusing too much on social justice instead of issues such as abortion.
Regular Notices:
Saving Abortion
“Seeking Women with a Story to Tell”
By Mimi Pichey 
The Rutgers University Choice group (RU Choice) has partnered with the Middlesex County chapter of NOW to record women’s stories, both taped and written.  Our goal is to post some short videos and written memories on a website and reach out to young people using the internet.  We're hoping that these vignettes can educate young people about the dangers that await if we don't pay attention to preserving the rights we gained in 1973.

The videotaping is being done by Rutgers students.  Check out the several that have already been posted at Never Go Back.  If you prefer, it could be done so that you are not recognizable.  You would have the ability to approve the final product before publication.  You are also welcome to share a written memory such as the one that appeared in the November 2011 newsletter.  (Available on our website: www.nownj.org/Middlesex).  For more information:  mimi_pichey@hotmail.com or 732-316-1078.
Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org. 
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  
Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

