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June is Gay Pride Month
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Roberta Berlin
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
State Board Rep – Lisanne Powers
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, June 10th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2013 schedule of meetings has been posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Activities:
National Conference
Three chapter members are planning on attending the NOW National Conference in Chicago, July 5-7.  But it’s not too late to make your plans to attend, too.  (However, the block of rooms is only being held until June 10th.)  Read more details here.
Gay Pride in Asbury Park

Some chapter members will be attending the 22nd Annual LGBTI Pride Celebration on Sunday, June 2.  You can get more details, directions, etc., here.  In honor of Gay Pride Month and lest we forget the scourge that was and still is AIDS, a poem written in 1992 by a chapter member has been included at the end of this newsletter. 
Drugged in a Nightclub

Our chapter VP, Mary Pranzatelli, is creating a flier to warn women about being drugged without their knowledge.  If you would like to help with the flier and/or can help us translate it into Spanish, please send e-mail to the chapter.
Outlawed in Pakistan
In Pakistan, women and girls who allege rape are often more strongly condemned than the accused rapists.  For this documentary, the filmmakers spent years following the emotional journey of one alleged victim through her country's flawed justice system.  You can view the trailer or the full episode on line here, or check for TV times here.

From the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice:
If you've been following the news lately, you may have heard this deeply disturbing fact: since 2010, sexual assaults in the military have gone up by 35 percent! What’s worse is that this figure only represents the cases that are reported; research suggests that the overwhelming majority of sexual assaults that occur in the military are not reported because survivors fear shame, intimidation and retribution – which are common responses – at the hand of their commanding officers.  Our service women deserve better!  Take action now to support legislation that would create a safe reporting and prosecution system – outside the chain of command. 
Success!

Michele Bachmann has announced she won't run for another term in Congress.  The truth is, all that we have been doing to expose her record – well it worked!  We put pressure on her – and she cracked.
Women, Osteoporosis, and Bone Density Testing

The National Women’s Health Network has a lot to say about osteoporosis, density testing, unhelpful diagnoses, and ineffective and/or harmful treatments.  You can read their fact sheet here.

From AARP Magazine

Reality Check
"According to Dr Oz, People say their weight is genetic.  But people who are overweight also have overweight pets.  That is not genetic."
From Ms. Magazine, Spring Edition (not yet on line; you can see Beyoncé on the cover here):
Did You Know?
· There are five times more women in state legislatures now than there were in 1971.  However, women still only hold 24% of state legislative seats in 2013.
· The states with the highest percentage of women legislators are CO (41%), VT (40.6%), and AZ (35.6%).

· The states with the lowest percentage of women legislators are LA (11.8%), SC (12.9%), and OK (13.4%).
Milestones

· President Obama has appointed Julia Pierson to be the first woman head of the Secret Service.  Administration officials hope she can reform the male-centered culture of the agency and restore its credibility after a prostitution scandal.
War on Women Rages On
By Carol King.  Didn’t states get the memo that women don’t want their rights taken away?  Despite the fact that Americans decisively reelected a president who emphatically defended reproductive rights, and defeated U.S. Senate candidates with extreme anti-women views, state legislators in Republican-controlled states are still continuing their assault on women. …
Help understanding “Obamacare”
The federal government has an all-purpose site with useful information about the Affordable Care Act and what’s happening when: www.healthcare.gov.  For helpful fact sheets about what women get and how things will work, visit www.CountdowntoCoverage.org.  Also, try the insurance subsidy calculator designed by the Kaiser Family Foundation at www.healthreform.kff.org. 
Beyoncé’s Fierce Feminism

By Janell Hobson.  Beyoncé Knowles-Carter has been quite the marquee player this year, singing at President Obama’s inauguration and headlining the Super Bowl halftime show.  Even as we love her talent, feminists sometimes don’t know what to make of the provocative messages put forth by the “girl power” diva. …

Fracking Is a Feminist Issue

By Rebecca Clarren.  Natural-gas drilling may disrupt not just the environment, but your health. …

Time to Lean in and Push Congress

By Representative Jackie Speier.  We can boost our individual efforts if we demand more of our leaders. …

News from womensenews.org:
Women, Immigration, and HIV
Home Still Far Away for Immigrants With HIV By Amy Lieberman (WeNews).
Few female immigrants have enjoyed the benefit of the travel ban on people with HIV, which was lifted three years ago. Financial hardships, fear of stigma in their homelands and uncertainties about their U.S. legal status all block the way.
States Fight Back Against Pregnancy Discrimination By Lenora M. Lapidus and Ariela Migdal (WeNews).  The federal Pregnancy Discrimination Act of 1978 was supposed to prevent unlawful firings and other mistreatment, but courts have been giving employers a pass. That's about to change in Maryland, which is following other states in passing pregnancy protections.
Egypt's High Value on Virginity Fuels Hymen Fixation By Shereen El Feki (WeNews guest author) From artificial hymens to restoration surgeries, various methods have popped up to underscore the significance placed on female virginity in Egypt – and Arab world – says Shereen El Feki in this excerpt from "Sex and the Citadel."
Saving Abortion
“Seeking Women with a Story to Tell”
By Mimi Pichey 
The Rutgers University Choice group (RU Choice) has partnered with the Middlesex County chapter of NOW to record women’s stories, both taped and written.  Our goal is to post some short videos and written memories on a website and reach out to young people using the internet.  We're hoping that these vignettes can educate young people about the dangers that await if we don't pay attention to preserving the rights we gained in 1973.

The videotaping is being done by Rutgers students.  Check out the several that have already been posted at Never Go Back.  If you prefer, it could be done so that you are not recognizable.  You would have the ability to approve the final product before publication.  You are also welcome to share a written memory such as the one that appeared in the November 2011 newsletter.  (Available on our website: www.nownj.org/Middlesex).  For more information:  mimi_pichey@hotmail.com or 732-316-1078.
Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.

What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org. 
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  
Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.


Lest we forget, a poem…

Viewing the Quilt

by Alan Gross, October 1992
They cover the grass; they cover the walkways.

They lie down the hill, across the low spots,


and over the gentle knolls.

So many panels, as far as the eye can see.

Each tells a story of a person who died of AIDS.

Some just have a name, some have messages from friends.

All say love.

The stories... some told with many words, some told with few,

told by lovers, mothers, brothers, daughters,

some I could relate to more than others.

The man looking at his brother's panel...

Most everyone looking down.

Friends could pass without seeing each other.

Lots of sniffling, some tears, one group singing.

Some in wheelchairs.


No smoking.


No eating.

The names being read endlessly.

Ryan White's name spoken many times,


including by his mother.

