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July, 2013
July 5-7 is the NOW National Conference
Stay tuned for news out of Chicago!
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Roberta Berlin
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
State Board Rep – Lisanne Powers
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
NOTE the change!  Our August meeting has been cancelled, and our July meeting is moved to Monday, July 29th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2013 schedule of meetings has been posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Activities:
NOW Congratulates Women's Rights Proponent Ed Markey on Win in Massachusetts.  The National Organization for Women is delighted that Ed Markey has been elected to the United States Senate and will represent the state of Massachusetts.  Middlesex County NOW Chapter President Skip Drumm participated in the phone banking effort NOW mounted to help Markey ride to victory.
NOW Activists Buoyed by SCOTUS Decisions on Equal Marriage.  The National Organization for Women is elated for the many same-sex couples whose loving, committed relationships will now be recognized in law a result of today's Supreme Court rulings on the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) and California's Proposition 8.  This includes Rich and John, chapter members who host our dinner meetings throughout the year.
“I am a feminist!”

In a related story, on Friday, June 28, at a doctor’s visit, Skip Drumm and Alan Gross were both (coincidentally) wearing Garden State Equality t-shirts in celebration of the DOMA/Prop 8 victories.  The doctor, who is from India, asked what issue the “equality” was related to.  She was told, and in the ensuing discussion she said, “I am a feminist” and was interested in joining NOW.  She was last seen in her office looking at NOW.org on her laptop.
Amid these several victories, there was also a large, sour note:
Supreme Court Hammers Voting Rights Act.  Racism and discrimination still exist in this country and in our voting laws, and we've seen dramatic efforts in many states to limit voting access.  Politicians have tried passing restrictive voter ID laws, cutting back early-voting hours, eliminating same-day voter registration, and aggressive purging of voter rolls in recent elections.

Emergency Contraception (EC)

Middlesex County NOW is closely monitoring the EC situation.  Plan B, one brand of EC, has been approved for over-the-counter sales, although the manufacturer needs to change the packaging, which might take a few more weeks.  We will be looking for Plan B on store shelves as soon as it’s available.  If you find it on a shelf somewhere, please drop us a note at Middlesex@nownj.org telling us where you saw it.  We want to ensure its availability everywhere.
News from womensenews.org:
Pro-Choice Texan Winds Up Winning in the Wee Hours  By Melissa Elian (WeNews).  After confusion about when the Texas legislature voted on a sweeping anti-abortion bill, victory was hard-won by Democrat Wendy Davis wearing her now-famous pink sneakers.  Senator Davis sustained a 12 hour filibuster for abortion rights with no food, water, or bathroom breaks, and without being allowed to sit down or even lean on the lectern.  [Editor: And the fight continues because Texas Governor Rick Perry has called another special session starting July 1.  Stay tuned!]
Brainwash Magazine Scorns Airbrushed Images By Anna Halkidis (WeNews). A 21-year-old magazine editor in Australia joins a movement against women's magazines that publish digitally altered images of super-thin models.  Critics say these publications are literally sickening for young women vulnerable to eating disorders.
Cheers & Jeers, May 25, 2013
· A federal court in San Francisco struck down Arizona's ban on abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy, The Associated Press reported May 21.
· A federal judge has temporarily blocked enforcement of an Arkansas law banning abortions past 12 weeks when a heartbeat is detected, Christian News Network reported May 21.
· Bad news for U.S. military continued this week with a U.S. military sergeant first class being accused of secretly photographing and filming at least 12 female cadets at West Point, in some instances while they were naked in the bathroom or shower, TV news channel Russia Today reported May 23.  The news comes amid rising publicity about the risks and problems facing military women.  On the "Morning Joe" TV show Sen. Kay Hagan (Dem-NC) said women serving in the U.S. military live in debilitating fear of sexual assault, MSNBC reported May 20.  A few days later, President Obama, in a commencement speech for Naval Academy graduates, warned that rising numbers of reported sexual assaults in the military threatened to erode America's faith in the armed forces, The New York Times reported May 24.
Cheers & Jeers, June 28, 2013
· NASA has eight new astronauts and half of them are women, the highest percentage of female astronaut candidates ever selected, Business-week reported June 18. Among the candidates is the first female fighter pilot to become an astronaut in nearly two decades.  A female helicopter pilot also is in the group.  The announce-ment made on June 17 came on the eve of the 30th anniversary of the launch of the first American woman in space, Sally Ride.  She died last summer.
· In a story on studies released by the World Health Organization, about a third of women worldwide have been physically or sexually assaulted by a former or current partner, according to the first major review of violence against women, the Associated Press reported June 20.
· The U.S. House of Representatives approved the most restrictive ban on abortion to be considered by Congress in a decade, The New York Times reported June 18.  The measure would ban abortion after 22 weeks of pregnancy based on the medically disputed theory that fetuses are capable of feeling pain.

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org. 
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  
Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

