[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.jpg]


Middlesex County NOW
PO Box 1432, Highland Park, NJ 08904



Middlesex County NOW
PO Box 1432, Highland Park, NJ 08904

Page 3

November, 2013
November is Native American Heritage Month
Be sure to vote this coming Tuesday, November 5

Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Roberta Berlin
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
State Board Rep – Lisanne Powers
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, December 16th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  This will be our annual holiday party, so feel free to bring spouses, partners, and/or friends!  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2014 schedule of meetings has been posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Activities:
Two Chapter Members Marry
Two chapter members, Gabby Celeiro and Liz Salerno were among the 9 couples married by Senator Cory Booker, then mayor of Newark just after midnight on October 21, when marriage equality became legal in New Jersey.  These ceremonies were the first marriages performed by Booker, as he had said he would marry no one until he could be free to marry any couple.  The following two pictures of Liz, Gabby, and then-Mayor Booker were widely circulated around the country by the AP Newswire.
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Congratulations to the happy couple and to all who worked to bring us to this day!
From the NOW-NJ web site (nownj.org):
NOW-NJ PAC Endorses Barbara Buono for NJ Gov.  The NOW-NJ Political Action Committee (PAC) is pleased to announce its endorsement, by unanimous vote, of Senator Barbara Buono for Governor.  A tireless champion for women’s rights, Senator Barbara Buono’s proven record in the legislature demonstrates her long-standing commitment to women, families, and workers in the Garden State. While Chris Christie has waged a relentless war against women by cutting funds for basic family planning and health services and rejecting an increase in the minimum wage, Senator Buono has courageously defended women’s rights, public education, and public sector unions. (Click Here for a copy of the official announcement)
Get involved in the elections!

Some chapter members have been working with the Buono campaign.  (See the NOW-NJ PAC endorsement above.)  If you are not involved, it’s not too late.  Go to http://www.buonoforgovernor.com/ to volunteer or donate.  Local candidates also need help.  E-mail us if you need help identifying a candidate to work for.  And finally, National NOW conducts calling campaigns around the country, and you can participate from home.  Again, contact us via e-mail to get involved.
Job Opening at www.nj1015.com for a “Digital Managing Editor for News” in Trenton, NJ.  Closing date is November 11.  Check out the details and apply online at http://jobvite.com/m?3IMy6gwT.
News from womensenews.org:
Female Governors Run in Tail Winds of ACA Votes By Sharon Johnson (WeNews)  The quartet of women running for gubernatorial reelection will be facing voter reaction to their decisions to accept or reject Medicaid expansion.  First of two stories on Govs. Susana Martinez, Mary Fallin, Nikki Haley and Maggie Hassan.
Yellen Stars on Twitter, 'Brains, Integrity' Tweeted By Reshmi Kaur Oberoi (WeNews) News of the president's nomination of the No. 2 person at the Fed was warmly greeted on Twitter and online news sites.  Yellen is on course to be the first woman to lead the Federal Reserve.
Feminist and Queer Movements Need to Rethink By Julia Serano (WeNews) Sexism-based exclusion runs rampant in these movements, says Julia Serano in this excerpt from "Excluded: Making Feminist and Queer Movements More Inclusive."  In part this is thanks to false assumptions that we need to overcome.

Cheers & Jeers, October 5, 2013:

Dems Rally for Immigration; Shutdown Pain Spreads  By WeNews staff
New York female leaders called for immigration reform at a recent conference. Meanwhile, the government shutdown has had a negative effect on women.

Affordable Care Act Benefits Women: Here's How By Michael Cahill (WeNews) Read to learn or review the ways the ACA will dismantle costly gender discrimination in health insurance and benefit millions of American women when its major provisions take effect next year.
Birth Control, Abortion Crucial to Reducing Deaths By Carol Roye (WeNews) Contraception and abortion need to be understood in a public health context.  As access comes under heavier attack in this country we can expect higher maternal and infant mortality, more teen anemia and higher risks of child abuse and neglect.
When the U.S. Needed Leaders, Women Saved the Day By Siobhan "Sam" Bennett (WeNews) While male colleagues were recklessly playing chicken with the federal budget, the debt ceiling and the global economy, 20 exceptional female senators were actively working to find a way out of the shutdown mess.

San Francisco's New Workplace Law Signals a Shift By Elizabeth Ben-Ishai (WeNews) The family friendly ordinance passed this month gives workers with caregiving responsibilities the right to request changes to their working conditions, including requests for predictable scheduling.  A similar law was also passed in Vermont.

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  
Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.

