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December, 2013
Happy Chanukah, Magical Yule/Solstice,
Merry Christmas, Joyous Kwanzaa
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Roberta Berlin
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
State Board Rep – Lisanne Powers
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, December 16th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  This meeting will be our holiday party and will also include election of officers for 2014.  All are welcome!  Bring spouses, partners, and friends (but only members will be able to vote during the very short election meeting).  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're going to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2014 schedule of meetings has been posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
NOW Activities:
NOW Congratulates Illinois on Passing Marriage Equality
"The march of progress is never easy; opposition arises and it is often cruel...Our activists will continue to fight for marriage equality – no matter the obstacles – until all Americans have the right to enjoy the benefits and protections provided by marriage."
HUGE news on Steubenville

This week, a grand jury issued indictments against several people involved in the cover-up of the terrible teen rape case.  A superintendent, principal, IT officer, and two coaches now face charges. The two rapists were convicted and sentenced in juvenile court last spring.  If you would like to thank the Ohio AG, you can do so here.
From The Women’s Health Activist 
G Spots and Sore Spots

· In September, a 7-year-old African American girl was sent home for violating her Oklahoma charter school’s dress code policy by wearing her hair in dreadlocks…
· After three years of publically transitioning to life as a girl, Cassidy Lynn Campbell won the vote for homecoming queen at her Huntington Beach, CA public high school…
You can read more from this newsletter at http://nwhn.org/newsletter/node/1612. 
From Ms. Magazine, Fall Edition (not yet on line):
Milestones

· Diana Nyad became the first person to swim nonstop from Cuba to Florida without a shark cage.  It was her fifth attempt since 1978 and her fourth since turning 60.
· President Obama announced that cofounder of Ms. Magazine Gloria Steinem would be awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian honor in the United States, for her leadership in the women’s rights movement and for launching publications dedicated to advancing civil rights. [Editor’s note: the award was presented on November 20.]
National | Short Takes

· California.  Gov. Jerry Brown has signed a bill authorizing nurse practitioners, physician assistants and other trained medical personnel to perform first trimester abortions.  That makes California the only state this year to pass legislation improving access to abortion instead of limiting it.

The War on Working Women
When Congress refuses to raise the minimum wage, it is women who suffer most.  The federal minimum wage of $7.25 per hour has not been raised since 2009.  And the minimum for tipped workers lags even farther behind – it’s been a measly $2.13 since 1991.  Women make up 70 percent of tipped workers, and most of them don’t work in the high-dollar white-tablecloth restaurants.  They’re working in low-level hash houses and places like IHOP and Red Lobster. …
Mapping a Feminist World

Violence against women activates new global network.  Last December’s gang rape of a young Indian woman, who subsequently died, generated an unprecedented global response.  India’s outrage over its own culture of violence against women swiftly evolved into protests and petitions challenging gender-based violence internationally.  This defining moment demonstrated how feminism is leveraging the transformative powers of the Internet by broadcasting the conversation about sexualized violence around the world. …

The online International Feminist Network (feministnetworkproject.wordpress.com) was unofficially launched in March; it will formally launch on Dec. 10.  With content in Arabic, English, French, German and Spanish, it’s designed to connect women’s rights activists and thus make international feminist solidarity visible and powerful.  The group is actively seeking members and translators for the site. …
News from womensenews.org:
Pro-Zygote Policies Head the U.S. on a Path Similar To Nicaragua By Andrea Barron (WeNews) Anti-abortion extremist Ken Cuccinelli just lost his bid for governor of Virginia but 40 members of the U.S. House are still carrying his "personhood" banner.  To see where this could lead, consider the brutal treatment of rape victims in Nicaragua, and botched abortions and miscarriages in El Salvador.

NARAL Celebrates Success of Its 'StopKen' Campaign By WeNews staff. Women also won mayoral races in cities around the country – including New Haven, Houston, and Albany – and Letitia James became public advocate in New York City.  In New Jersey, Barbara Buono said her party had betrayed her in her unsuccessful bid for governor.
Teen Wrestler in Philly Pinned by Title IX Clause By Reshmi Kaur Oberoi (WeNews) Amanda Leve has run into a problem trying to join her all-male wrestling team at Archbishop Ryan High School in Philadelphia.  Title IX still says that a school can keep contact sports single-sex for "intimacy" reasons.
Women Say Time is Right Now for Immigration Law By Liza Gross (WeNews) Women are key stakeholders in immigration reform and their advocates say it's urgent to get a comprehensive package passed this year, not next.  The question is whether the ongoing budget battles will spur or delay debate and passage.
When Wall Street Needs Scapegoats, Women Beware By Caryl Rivers and Rosalind C. Barnett (WeNews) Women are more likely to be appointed to powerful positions when an organization is in crisis, putting their leadership into question, say Caryl Rivers and Rosalind C. Barnett in this excerpt from "The New Soft War on Women."

Abortion Law Reinstated By WeNews staff.  In Texas, an abortion law was reinstated, requiring doctors to have admitting privileges at a nearby hospital.
Title X Needed Now More Than Ever Under Obamacare By Andrea Flynn (WeNews) The only federal program dedicated to family planning will be critical to the job of providing and expanding women's health care under the Affordable Care Act.  But several states are attempting to restrict Title X at the very time it is needed most.

From The Women’s Media Center (WMC):
Second-Ever City Council Hearing on Street Harassment  By Holly Kearl (WMC) Last week, in an ornate chamber at Philadelphia City Hall, nine women shared their stories and concerns about gender-based street harassment. …“[Harassers] in South Philly have followed, screamed, cornered, and threatened me to the point where I am forced to face life and death decisions on a weekly basis… 
From The Feminist News Digest:
Report Shows Strong Global Commitment to Family Planning A report released Wednesday by Family Planning 2020 (FP2020), "a global partnership that supports the rights of women and girls to decide, freely, and for themselves, whether, when, and how many children they want to have," details successes and progress made in international commitments to improving family planning since the 2012 London Summit on Family Planning... http://www.feminist.org/news/newsbyte/uswirestory.asp?id=14715
Hawaii Governor Signs Marriage Equality Bill Hawaii became the fifteenth state to legalize same-sex marriage after Governor Neil Abercrombie signed a marriage equality bill into law.  The bill "recognizes marriages between individuals of the same sex and extends to same-sex couples the same rights, benefits, protections, and responsibilities of marriage that opposite-sex couples receive," according to a press release from Governor Abercrombie... http://www.feminist.org/news/newsbyte/uswirestory.asp?id=14712
Military Sexual Assault Victims Barred from Essential Disability Benefits A new report by the ACLU, the Service Women's Action Network, and the Veterans Legal Service Clinic at Yale Law School alleges that the US Department of Veteran's Affairs discriminates against thousands of Military Sexual Trauma survivors seeking mental health disability benefits... http://www.feminist.org/news/newsbyte/uswirestory.asp?id=14709
Feminist News Digest (briefs):
Senators Introduce Pro-Choice Bill to Combat TRAP Laws http://www.feminist.org/news/newsbyte/uswirestory.asp?id=14713
Anti-Abortion Extremists Urge Volunteers to Kidnap Women http://www.feminist.org/news/newsbyte/uswirestory.asp?id=14710
US Supreme Court Rejects Case to Reinstate Required Ultrasounds for Abortions http://www.feminist.org/news/newsbyte/uswirestory.asp?id=14711
Employees Conduct Largest Strike in Walmart History http://www.feminist.org/news/newsbyte/uswirestory.asp?id=14703
NY Court Affirms Right of Pregnant Women to Relocate Freely http://www.feminist.org/news/newsbyte/uswirestory.asp?id=14717
Employment Opportunities

The Center for Women’s Global Leadership has begun a formal search for a Program Coordinator.  You can read qualifications and apply here.

The Center for Women’s Global Leadership has begun a formal search for an Administrative Director.  You can read qualifications and apply here.

The Center for Women’s Global Leadership also has two temporary positions available, a 3-month opening for a communication consultant and a one-year opening for project coordinator.  Neither opening has an online link, so please e-mail the chapter if you would like to see the full job description.  Closing date for both applications is December 17.

Activist Jobs Available Grassroots Campaigns (GC) is an independent company that uses face-to-face outreach to rally average Americans behind important issues like civil liberties, environmental protection, LGBT equality, poverty, and social justice. They fundraise, mobilize voters, and offer strategic consulting for charities, progressive political groups, and candidates, specializing in engaging citizens one-on-one in neighborhoods and high-traffic public venues.  Some of GC's objectives are

· Keep Birth Control Affordable

· Oppose Attacks on Women's Health

· Ensure Healthcare Access for All

GC is now hiring canvass directors and other outreach positions.  If you are interested, check them out and apply online at www.grassrootscampaigns.com.
Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!

Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org. 
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  
Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

