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Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, September 8th, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  (NO August meeting!)  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2014 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Information:
NOW-NJ State Conference

The NOW-NJ State Conference will be held on November 8, 2014, on the Rutgers New Brunswick Campus (or perhaps the Douglass Campus).  The theme of this year's Conference will be "When Women Succeed, New Jersey Succeeds: Economic Justice for Women = A Healthy Society."  Speakers already lined up include National NOW President, Terry O’Neill, and Milly Silva, former Democratic candidate for NJ Lt. Governor.  Registration forms will be forthcoming.  For the currently available information, click here.
Building Women's Liberation Now: Gems from the 1960s & Beyond for Radical Feminist Theory & Action Today
A joint project of Redstockings and National Women's Liberation
This class is for women who want to understand basic truths and political causes of the unfairness in our daily lives; how a feminist movement was organized to change this; what we can do now to build the kind of movement that can put the male chauvinist establishment on the run again; and how each woman can contribute to that effort.  For more info, click here.

From the National Women’s Health Network:  menopause hormone therapy (HT) does not stop hardening of the arteries, an important cause of heart disease, even if women begin taking hormones as soon as they go through menopause.  That’s big news, because for too long, menopausal women and their doctors have been told that hormone therapy helps prevent heart disease.

Here’s what we learned from the new study, which tested the theory that giving women estrogen immediately after menopause will safeguard women against heart disease by protecting women’s arteries.  Seven hundred twenty-seven women volunteered to be randomly assigned either an estrogen pill or patch, plus a progesterone capsule, or look-alike placebos.  The women were given special ultrasounds and x-rays to evaluate the thickness of their arteries and the amount of plaque build-up.  After 4 years, there were no differences.  Estrogen pills and patches had no effect on age-related progression of hardening of the arteries.  You can read more about HT on the NWHN website here.
In Memoriam 
Margot Adler (1945—2014)

Excerpts from the NPR obituary:

“Margot Adler, one of the signature voices on NPR's airwaves for more than three decades, died Monday [July 28, 2014] at her home in New York City. She was 68 and had been battling cancer.” … “Margot had a long-standing interest in the occult. "Margot was not only a brilliant reporter, she was also a Wiccan priestess and a leader in the Pagan community,"”  Read the whole obituary here.
Feminist Majority Foundation seeking financial support
An e-mail received this week said, “I’m proud to report the New Orleans clinics, doctors, staff, and patients, with the help of our Clinic Defense team, withstood a week-long siege by Operation Rescue/Save America (OR/OSA). With the support of many of you, our team was key in helping local officials, community leaders, and volunteer escorts ensure the safety of the clinics and their patients. Now, the Feminist Majority Foundation Clinic Defense team is headed to Jackson, Mississippi. So are the extremists!”  Click here to donate. 
From the Morris County Chapter NOW NJ Newsletter:
In Memoriam 
Karen DeCrow (1937—2014)

The National Organization for Women mourns the death of a feminist leader and former President of National NOW. Karen DeCrow joined NOW in 1967 and was President of the organization from 1974 to 1977. She fought against gender discrimination in the workplace, in Ivy League schools, in male-dominated organizations and even in the NASA space programs. She fought for women in sports, keeping Title IX strong in the face of opposition. Title IX is the federal law passed in 1972 that bans sex discrimination in educational institutions that receive federal money. It is credited with transforming women’s sports.
She was a lawyer, and “Her causes were national but also local. In the early 1970s, she represented a 7-year-old girl who wanted to play Little League baseball but was being denied. ‘Over my dead body will girls ever play Little League baseball,’ a coach told her at the time. ‘If one of them ever struck out a boy, he would be psychologically scarred for life.’”

Karen DeCrow was inducted into the Women’s Hall of Fame in Seneca Falls, NY in October, 2009.

Additional source: New York Times Obituary, June 6, 2014

Terry O’Neill, NOW President, 
on the ERA 

”I think actually what we need to do is revive the Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution. I don’t think for a moment that Hobby Lobby could have been decided the way it was or the buffer zone case the Supreme Court announced on Thursday (June 26, 2014).  That would not have been possible if we had women’s equality enshrined in the Constitution. I think the message here is that the response has to be political.  We have a politicized Supreme Court. We will meet them on the political grounds. We will defeat them. We need to reverse the 30-year campaign by the right wing to take over the federal courts, and that’s my organization’s job, and we’ll be working with our allies, and I think we’ll succeed” 

Employment Non-Discrimination Act 

Citing the Supreme Court’s Hobby Lobby decision, on July 8, 2014, the American Civil Liberties Union along with Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders, Lambda Legal, the National Center for Lesbian Rights, and Transgender Law Center has withdrawn its support for the Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA). The ACLU objects to a provision in the bill that would allow religiously affiliated employers to continue to discriminate based on sexual orientation and gender identity.

Per Deb Huber, President of NOW-NJ, “NOW has always taken the principled stand that the religious exemption in ENDA was too broad, and we have not supported it.  We have urged changing ENDA to remove or at least greatly narrow the religious exemption. Hopefully we can work to make that happen and guarantee workplace protections for LGBTQIA employees.”

News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Euro Court's Ban on French Veil Is Biased By Hajer Naili (WeNews) France expresses no concern over cyclists who race naked or sunbathe naked on certain beaches, yet is concerned by women who wish not to show their skin and face? I call that a blatant double standard.
Immigration Raids Spawn Organized Push-Back By Elizabeth Kuhr (WeNews) Migrant advocates are trying to counter what they see as an uptick in raids and deportations that break up families and leave women with particular burdens.
Court Sets 2 New Rules of Engagement on Abortion By Wendy Murphy (WeNews) First buffer zones, then Hobby Lobby. After these back-to-back negative Court rulings, the pro-choice side needs to fight speech with speech and find a corporation to fight corporations.

4 Weeks of Paid Family Leave? We Can Afford That By Katherine Rose (WeNews) The Federal Employees Paid Parental Leave Act has been bobbing around Congress since 2000.  Now that the president has thrown his weight behind it, let's get it done.
Ruling on Hobby Lobby Draws Strong Outcry By Nicole Deniflee (WeNews) The hashtag #NotMyBossBusiness is going strong on Twitter as critics decry a dangerous precedent that targets women and gives employers control over healthcare.
On Sexual Assault, Harvard Takes Big Step Forward By Wendy Murphy (WeNews) Let's hope this policy flashes a red light at any schools that might be considering enforcement of the backward Campus SaVE Act passed last year.
Campaign Ad Spending Rises as Obstacle to Women By Sharon Johnson-WeNews) Frontrunner Allyson Schwartz's loss in Pennsylvania's Democratic primary for governor spotlights a trend in heavy spending on TV ads that could make it even harder for women to win office.
Dems Craft Contraception Bill; Girl's Rape Mocked By WeNews Staff  
To override the Supreme Court's decision on contraceptives, Democrats are working on a bill to ensure universal workplace access to coverage for birth control. In alarming news, a teen's rape has spawned an outbreak of mockery on social media.
Female Bishop Ok'd; Senate Repro Health Bill Falls By WeNews Staff  
The Church of England's governing body approved female clergy members as bishops. The first vote failed 18 months ago. Also, the bill to address the U.S. Supreme Court's decision permitting employers to refuse to cover some methods of birth control failed in the U.S. Senate.
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

SCOTUS Decides Corporations Have Religious Liberty, Women Do Not, In Choosing Birth Control Jun 30, 2014 "Today's decision not only deprives women of comprehensive healthcare, but it sets a terrifying standard in affirming the 'personhood' of corporations... " More
Restrictive Abortion Laws in Mississippi and Florida Take Effect Jul 2, 2014 More
Obama Pledges to Sign Executive Order Protecting Transgender Federal Employees Jul 1, 2014 More
Mississippi Freedom Summer Focuses On Fighting Voter Suppression 
Jun 30, 2014 More
SCOTUS Decision Endangers Women And Healthcare Workers Jun 26, 2014 "Even with today's outcome, we shudder to think that this decision could have been worse." More
House Committee Approves Extending Abortion Coverage to Peace Corps Volunteers Jun 25, 2014  The House Appropriations Committee passed the fiscal year 2015 State Department and Foreign Operations appropriations bill yesterday with an amendment to remove a provision banning the Peace Corps from funding abortions for its volunteers, even in cases of rape or incest... More
Federal Court Strikes Down Austin Crisis Pregnancy Center Ordinance 
Jun 26, 2014 More
President Obama Highlights Women's Economic Agenda at White House Summit Jun 24, 2014 More
Senate Subcommittee to Tackle Violence Against Women Globally 
Jun 23, 2014 More
Georgia Law Banning Insurance Coverage of Abortions Goes Into Effect Jul 10, 2014 A new law just took effect in Georgia that bans coverage of abortion... More
Pope Begs Forgiveness of Sexual Abuse Survivors, But Survivors Want Action Jul 8, 2014 
The Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests (SNAP) called on Pope Francis... More
SCOTUS Decision On Wheaton College May Expand Hobby Lobby Jul 7, 2014 
In an unsigned order issued on Thursday, a majority of the US Supreme Court... More
Delaware Law Would Protect Pregnant Employees From Discrimination 
Jul 7, 2014 More
Nigeria Secures $15 Million Grant from Norway to Reduce Maternal Mortality 
Jul 18, 2014 Norway has provided a $15 million grant to the Nigerian government to help the country reduce maternal and child mortality... More
Federal Judge Finds California Death Penalty Unconstitutional Jul 17, 2014 
A federal judge ruled California's death penalty unconstitutional, finding that the sentence "serves no penological purpose."... More
New Federal Guidelines On Pregnancy Discrimination Align with Pregnancy Discrimination Act Jul 16, 2014 
The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) updated its pregnancy discrimination guidelines this week for the first time in over 30 years... More
Financial Disparities Between Tipped and Full-Wage Workers Larger Than Ever Jul 15, 2014 
A new study shows that the wage gap between tipped and non-tipped workers is the widest it's ever been in American history... More
Research Analysis Finds Covering Contraception is Good for Business 
Jul 18, 2014 More
Law Limiting Abortion Access Under Medicaid in Alaska Temporarily Blocked Jul 18, 2014 More
Lower Court Upholds Affirmative Action at University of Texas at Austin 
Jul 16, 2014 More
Church of England Votes to Allow Women Bishops Jul 16, 2014 More
Massachusetts Lawmakers Work to Restore Protections for Abortion Clinics Following McCullen Jul 14, 2014 More
Feminist Leaders and Activists Rally for the Equal Rights Amendment Jul 24, 2014  This morning, Congresswomen Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) and Jackie Speier (D-CA)... More
Louisiana Pro-Choice Community Stands Up Against Operation Rescue 
Jul 22, 2014 
Saturday, Operation Rescue/Operation Save America launched... More
Women's Equality Party Launched in New York Jul 25, 2014 More
Campaign Against Colorado Personhood Initiative Launches 
Jul 23, 2014 More
General Information

The last day to register to vote for the November election is October 14, 2014  (21 days before the election).  If you need to register, you can do it on line here, or in person at any county clerk office.

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!

Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

