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December, 2014
Happy Chanukah, Magical Yule/Solstice,

Merry Christmas, Joyous Kwanzaa
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – vacant
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, December 15th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  This meeting will be our holiday party and will also include election of officers for 2015.  All are welcome!  Bring spouses, partners, and friends (but only members will be able to vote during the very short election meeting).  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're going to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2015 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Information:
Chapter Party, December 15!

As mentioned just above, all are welcome.  Bring spouses, partners, and friends.  Please let us know if you’re going to attend so we can plan food.

Princeton University Violated Title IX
Princeton University violated the gender equity law Title IX in its handling of sexual assault cases by favoring the rights of accused students over those of their reported victims, the U.S. Department of Education announced on [November 5].
Job Openings
There is an opening for a Transportation Supervisor at Martin Brower.  Apply on line at mbhires.com or by phone at 1-877-MB HIRES or by clicking on this link.  A second opening, this one for a Class A Driver, can be seen at this link.

News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Election Campaigns Don't Come in Him and Her  By Kathleen Dolan (WeNews guest author) Voters look at candidates--male or female--based on issues.  But when that information is lacking voters will fill in the gaps with gender stereotypes, says Kathleen Dolan in this excerpt from "When Does Gender Matter?"
Saudis Take the Wheel, Actress Gets 100 Catcalls  (By WeNews staff)  A campaign in Saudi Arabia, where women are not allowed to drive, encouraged women to take pictures of themselves at the wheel.  Also, actress Soshana B. Roberts, working with Hollaback (the anti-street harassment organization) received more than 100 catcalls while walking in New York City for ten hours. Hollaback’s video can be seen here.
Barbie Needs a New Accessory: Retirement Home  By Annetta Ramsay (WeNews commentator) Mattel came out with Barbie in 1959, when full-figured women defined beauty and thinness wasn't glorified. Barbie was big, but Marilyn Monroe and other Hollywood stars were bigger. Ever since Twiggy, she's been dangerous.
Indian 'Pink Sari Gang' Push for Roads, Justice  By Amana Fontanella-Khan (WeNews guest author) Sampat Pal overcame poverty and illiteracy to lead a group of women to fight for women's rights in her town in Bundelkhand, in central India, Amana Fontanella-Khan says in this excerpt from "Pink Sari Revolution."
100 Women in Congress; UK Women Face Growing Wage Gap  (By WeNews Staff)  For the first time, 100 women are sitting in Congress. This week also marked the date when working British women stop making money compared to men thanks to the gender wage gap.
Hey Senate, Thanks for that Big Childcare Vote  By Christina Nicholson (WeNews commentator)  When I started writing this commentary I was a lot more downbeat. Now, in time for Thanksgiving, along comes billions of dollars in aid and federal subsidies to low-income families to help them pay for child care.
Senate Funds Child Care; Walmart Wages Feed Hunger  By WeNews Staff. This week, the Senate approved a reauthorization bill for the Child Care and Development Block Grant for the first time since 1996. Also, Walmart employees plan to strike on Black Friday to protest low wages that prevent some from feeding their families.
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Federal Judge Exempts another Catholic University from Birth Control Coverage  Oct 31, 2014  A federal judge ruled Tuesday that Ave Maria University, a Catholic university in Florida, does not have to comply with federal rules meant to ensure that covered employees can exercise their right to obtain birth control at no cost... more
Medication Abortion Access Threatened by Oklahoma Court Ruling  Oct 30, 2014 An Oklahoma state district court judge has refused to block a state law restricting medication abortion, clearing the way for the law to go into effect on November 1... more
North Dakota Supreme Court Upholds Abortion Restrictions  Oct 29, 2014  The North Dakota Supreme Court yesterday upheld a set of misguided restrictions on medication abortion, allowing what is effectively a ban on early, non-surgical abortions in the state to go into effect immediately... more
Ohio Officials Threaten to Close Cincinnati's Last Remaining Abortion Clinic  Oct 28, 2014  Ohio's TRAP law may soon force the last remaining abortion clinic in the greater Cincinnati metropolitan area to close, leaving an estimated 2.1 million people without access to a comprehensive reproductive healthcare site... more
Tennessee OB/GYNs Urge Voters to Reject Amendment 1  Oct 27, 2014  

A coalition of local doctors is urging Tennesseans to vote no on Amendment 1, an anti-abortion ballot measure that one doctor called "a setback for women's rights"... more  Also:  Women of Color in Tennessee Are United in Opposition to Amendment 1  more  
[Editor’s note:  Amendment 1 passed.]
UPS Switches Pregnant Worker Policy Ahead of Supreme Court Case 
Oct 30, 2014  more
North Dakota Medical Students Speak Out Against Measure 1  Oct 30, 2014 more  [Editor’s note: It failed.]
Georgia Court Refuses to Recognize 40K Voter Registrations From Primarily People of Color and Young People 
Oct 29, 2014  more
The Japanese Government is Being Sued for Institutional Sexism 
Oct 29, 2014  more
Campus Sexual Assault Survey Finds One in Six MIT Women Are Survivors Oct 28, 2014  more
Mullah Sentenced to 20 Years in Prison for Rape Under Afghanistan's EVAW Law  Oct 27, 2014  more
Disparities Persist for Women of Color in States with the Smallest Wage Gaps Oct 27 2014  more
While Colorado and North Dakota Rejected Personhood on Election Day, Tennessee's Anti-Abortion Measure Passed  In a strong win for reproductive rights advocates, voters in North Dakota and Colorado handily defeated – by a 2-to-1 margin – two state constitutional person-hood amendments that would have granted legal rights to fertilized eggs and banned access to abortion and some forms of birth control.

Oklahoma's Supreme Court Temporarily Preserved Abortion Access  The Oklahoma Supreme Court on Tuesday temporarily blocked two new abortion restrictions, allowing Oklahoma women to continue to access safe, legal abortion while the legal challenge to the state's laws continues in court...
Sixth Circuit Ruling on Gay Marriage Bans Could Send Marriage Equality to the Supreme Court  A panel of the US Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit upheld same-sex marriage bans in Michigan, Ohio, Tennessee, and Kentucky...
Minimum Wage Workers Across the Nation Won Raises on Election Day Voters threw their weight behind state, county, and city referendums raising the minimum wage across seven states on Election Day Tuesday...
TIME Magazine Faces Backlash for Attempting to Ban the Word "Feminist" Time Magazine is facing backlash after a poll they released last week listing the word “feminist” alongside popular slang terms on a list of words that should be “banned” in 2015.

US Delegation to UN Demands Action on Use of Force and Sexual Violence Against Citizens  Police brutality, military sexual assault, and gender-based violence in the US came under scrutiny this week as the United Nations Committee Against Torture conducted its periodic review of the United States' compliance with the International Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT)...

Fifth Circuit Court Refuses to Hear Challenge to Affirmative Action at University of Texas  The US Circuit Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit has refused to rehear a ruling that permits the use of race as a factor of consideration in undergraduate admissions at the University of Texas...

Maternal Death Rate in West Africa Expected to Rise Due to Ebola  One in seven women could die during childbirth in the West African countries most impacted by the Ebola crisis, according to members of the Disasters Emergency Committee, a coalition of aid organizations in the UK. Though on the decline before the outbreak, maternal mortality rates in Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Guinea were still some of the highest in the world...

Pentagon Launches Largest Ever Military Sexual Assault Survey  The Pentagon is conducting its largest-ever report of sexual assault in the military this year, with over half a million active-duty troops being called on to submit responses....

12 Countries Have Called on El Salvador to Stop Criminalizing Abortion  Twelve countries have come out this week in public opposition of El Salvador's extreme abortion ban...

Over 50 Women Hospitalized and 11 Dead in India After Botched Mass Sterilization at Government-Run Camp At least 11 women are dead and more than 50 women have been hospitalized in India following botched sterilization procedures in government-run health camps...

President Obama Nominates Loretta Lynch to Serve as Attorney General 
Saturday, President Barack Obama officially announced Loretta Lynch as his nominee to replace outgoing US Attorney General Eric Holder...

Largest USAID Women's Empowerment Program in the World Launched in Afghanistan
Supreme Court Upholds Decision on Disclosure Law for Crisis Pregnancy Centers in New York City
Columbia University Fined Student Activists for the “Carry That Weight” Day of Action
STATEMENT: Feminist Majority Foundation Applauds President's Executive Order on Immigration Statement from Eleanor Smeal, Feminist Majority Foundation president:  "The Feminist Majority Foundation applauds President Obama for taking much needed executive action to help fix our broken immigration system that has for too long torn hardworking families apart...
Victory: TIME Apologizes for Including "Feminist" in Poll of Words to Ban 
After facing sharp backlash, TIME magazine issued an apology over the weekend for including the word "feminist" on its poll of words to "ban" in 2015.  "At last, TIME comes to its senses," said Feminist Majority Foundation President Eleanor Smeal...
Fifth Circuit Court Refuses to Reconsider Ruling Blocking Mississippi TRAP Law
Federal Appeals Court Rejects Priests for Life Challenge to Birth Control Coverage Rule
NFL, Black Women's Roundtable Finally Meet to Tackle Domestic Violence
Outraged: FMF President Eleanor Smeal Responds to Ferguson Grand Jury Decision  "The Feminist Majority Foundation is outraged at the decision not to indict Darren Wilson. This should have been a public trial."

Marissa Alexander Has Accepted a Plea Deal  Marissa Alexander, the woman imprisoned for firing a warning shot in the presence of her abusive husband, chose to accept a plea deal Monday with the state of Florida, pleading guilty to three felony counts of aggravated assault...

The City of Louisville Has Overwhelm-ingly Approved a CEDAW Resolution The city of Louisville, Kentucky approved a resolution that will use the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) as a framework for all future policy aimed at ending gender-based discrimination...

UVA President Suspends Greek Life Organizations After Revelation of Campus Rape Culture
Last Abortion Clinic in Cinncinnati Will Remain Open
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to  Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.[image: image1.png]



