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February is Black History Month
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
State Board Rep – Lisanne Powers
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, March 10th, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2014 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Activities:
Take the reproductive rights pledge for 2014!  Stand strong with NOW and take the Reproductive Rights Pledge for 2014!  All women have the right to have the children they want, raise the children they have, and plan their families through safe, legal abortion, and access to contraception, and pre- and post-natal care.  Take the pledge today!
National Young Feminist Leadership Conference, sponsored by the Feminist Majority Foundation.  The conference takes place in Arlington, Va. (right outside of Washington, D.C.) from March 29-31, 2014.  Early Bird registration rates for the 10th Annual NYFL Conference are $25 for individuals and $20 per person for groups of five or more.  They're also offering lodging rates in the conference hotel for attendees at $129/night for a double, triple or even quadruple room.  These room rates end Feb. 1!
Job Openings at NJ101.5

Townsquare Media has contacted the chapter about 3 openings: a sales manager position in Trenton and two sales account executive positions, one in Trenton and one in Ewing.  Send e-mail to the chapter if you would like to see any of these postings.
International Women’s Day, March 8th 

As they did last year, the United Healthcare Workers East (1099SEIU) will be observing International Women’s Day with a half-day conference on the morning of March 8th at the Rutgers Labor Education Center in New Brunswick.  And as we did last year, Middlesex County NOW will be an official endorser.  Mark your calendar if you are interested. More information will be available in the next newsletter.
NOW Comments on President Obama's State of the Union Address:  A step in the right direction, but we can do more.

The complete statement of NOW President Terry O'Neill is available here.
One Billion Rising 2014

NOW leaders and activists were at the heart of the thousands of One Billion Rising activities on February 14, 2013.  Our activism promoted the reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act, which passed within days of V-Day and was signed by the President just weeks later.  For V-Day 2014, we will mark the official “Rise for Justice” campaign to identify sexual violence across the country and around the world. Activists will gather together with colleagues, friends, coalition and community partners to speak out, dance, march, assemble, and demand an end to sexual violence and promote justice and equality for women. Rise up -- find your local event!
News from womensenews.org:
Malala Tops List; Spanish Police Beat Protestors By WeNews staff, January 3, 2014.  Malala Yousafzai and Nadezhda Tolokonnikova of Pussy Riot were the top two spots on CNN's list of the 10 women who shaped 2013.  Also this week, abortion rights protestors were beaten by police in Spain.
Campus 'SaVE' Law Does Exact Opposite By Wendy Murphy (WeNews) Here is the truckload of reasons why safety activists should be working to stop the Campus Sex Violence Elimination Act from taking effect in March.  This law was snuck in under the VAWA authorization, and now it's time to take a much closer look.  One major problem is that SaVE effectively overturns Title IX's longstanding regulatory mandate requiring schools to adopt "prompt and equitable" policies and procedures to ensure effective justice for victims of gender-based violence.  The article highlights even more problems.
Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

