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Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, February 10th, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2014 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
NOW Remembers Nelson Mandela

National NOW President Terry O’Neill issued a press release, which included the following statement.  “We will remember Nelson Mandela for the many ways in which he made this world a better, freer place, and for his dedication to the rights of the oppressed.  NOW was an early supporter of the anti-apartheid movement, activism that included then-president Ellie Smeal's arrest outside the South African Embassy.”

Social Media 102 Webinar

“You Have Twitter – Now What?”  On January 11 National NOW will conduct this webinar to help us all move our activism to social media.  Send e-mail to the chapter if you would like an invitation to this webinar.
Roe v. Wade Anniversary

January 22 is the 41st anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court decision that legalized abortion.  In the U.S. today, not only is this decision under attack, but birth control is being attacked, as well.  The chapter is not currently planning a commemoration, but let us know if you have a suggestion or find another event we might participate in.
One Billion Rising 2014 – February 14

V-Day 2014 marks this year’s official “Rise for Justice” campaign to demand an end to sexual violence and promote justice and equality for women.  Last year several chapter members participated in a V-Day event in Highland Park.  Let us know if you hear of events this year, and we will include them in next month’s newsletter

Chapter President Interviewed

Our chapter president, Skip Drumm, was interviewed at length by a Douglass College Women’s Studies major for a paper she is writing on feminism.  Topics ranged from successes and failures of the movement for equality over the years to the status of women today and Skip’s involvement since she joined NOW in 1974.  It’s possible that Skip has recruited a new chapter member!

Chapter Treasurer Featured

A picture of our newly elected chapter treasurer, Stephany Kim was featured in the Home News Tribune on December 28, 2013, Page A10.  (Thanks to chapter member Dorothy Schwartz for forwarding this to us.)
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PHOTO COURTESY YANKEE PUBLIC RELATIONS
Stephany Kim, Unity Bank Edison Branch assistant relationship manager, presents a $1,400 check to Jackie Goedesky, president of St. James Food Pantry & Soup Kitchen in Edison.  Unity Bank and its employees are donating a total of $21,000 to 15 food pantries in Central Jersey and Easton, Pa., this month.
News from womensenews.org:
Calling All Female Brains: Stop the 'Neurosexism' By Rosalind C. Barnett and Caryl Rivers (WeNews) Research now finds sex-linked differences in the neural connections.  So what?  The media's rush to pop-psychologize the findings fuels retro gender stereotypes that only raise obstacles to workplace advancement.
Formula Marketers Put Pediatric Academy in the Bag By Crystal Lewis (WeNews) Undercutting the American Academy of Pediatrics' stance on promoting breastfeeding, an infant-formula maker's bag, given by hospitals for free to new mothers, is emblazoned with the academy's logo inside and out.  "By placing their names on these bags, the AAP is sending a mixed message to both mothers and health care providers."
Help Debunk the Myths About Women and Immigration By Liza Gross (WeNews) Women have huge stakes in the movement for immigration reform.  A leading activist describes some of the common misconceptions she encounters in her work and that keep us from coming together on this issue.
U.S. Lawmakers Sharpen Axe on Food Stamp Program By Sharon Johnson (WeNews) U.S. lawmakers will be trying to reconcile bills this week that will reduce benefits in the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP), previously known as food stamps.
Chicago Police Tackle DV; Female Journalists Harassed By WeNews staff, December 13, 2013. Chicago will train its police officers to better respond to cases of domestic violence.  Also this week, a new study indicates that almost two-thirds of female journalists face harassment.
In Domestic Violence, No Incident Is Too Minor By Cindy Dyer (WeNews) It starts with pushing and slapping, then black eyes and broken fingers, as it escalates to the crimes that make the news.  By prosecuting lower level crimes and addressing intimate partner violence before it escalates, we will save women's lives around the world.
Anti-FGM Campaigners Mark Progress in Egypt By Jessica Gray (WeNews) After the death of 13-year-old Suhair al Bata'a this summer, an intensive awareness campaign about the hazards of FGM/C reached into 11 governorates across Egypt.  But advocates say the battle against a practice dating back to the age of the Pharaohs will take time and persistence to win.  Meanwhile, this practice goes on in many countries, including our own.
Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.

How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
