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Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – vacant
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, July 21st, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2014 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Information:
Member News
In late May, Lisanne Powers moved to the Albany, NY, area because she can work from home and can also provide on-site assistance for her elderly father.  We will miss her!  At our June meeting the chapter elected Mary Pranzatelli to take Lisanne’s position as State Board Representative.  Unprompted, Debbie Johnson volunteered to bring dessert to our chapter meetings whenever possible as Lisanne used to do.
The NOW National Conference
Skip Drumm, Alan Gross, and Lisanne Powers (see above) all represented the chapter as delegates to the NOW National Conference in Albuquerque, NM.  Skip and Alan will report on the experience at the next chapter meeting.  You can see the agenda, list of speakers, etc., here.
Supreme Court Decisions

The Massachusetts buffer-zone decision was handed down on our travel day to the National Conference, and the Hobby Lobby decision came down on our travel day home from the Conference.  Both decisions were nonsensical in their logic and continue the war on women.  There is a petition here which discusses the illogic of the buffer-zone decision.  You can read NOW’s pre-decision description of the Hobby Lobby situation here.  The decision went against us and is especially troubling in that it is counter to a century-long history of decisions favoring people’s right’s over business owner’s rights.  Further, the decision’s narrow nature seems to favor Christianity over other religions.  There will be more information on these decisions in the next newsletter.
Job Opportunity

The Center for Women’s Global Leadership has begun a formal search for a Program Coordinator.  To apply for this position, visit the Rutgers University Human Resources website.  The position number is 14-001323.  The direct link is here.
From Ms. Magazine, Summer 2014 (not yet on line):
Short Takes
· National  The food and Drug Administration has lifted the age restriction on generic versions of the emergency contraceptive Plan B.  The generic versions typically cost at least $15 less, making the drug more accessible for more women.  The generics will still have to carry a label stating the intended use is for those 17 and older, but they will be available off-the-shelf to women of all ages.

· Arizona  Gov. Jan Brewer (R) vetoed a bill at the end of February that aimed to give added protection from lawsuits to business owners who exercised their religious beliefs by refusing to serve gay people…
· Massachusetts  The Massachusetts House passed a bill banning the shackling of pregnant inmates during second and third trimesters, labor and postpartum.  Shackling increases the likelihood of falling and injury prior to birth and adds to the risk of blood clots after birth.  Massachusetts will join 18 other states already banning the practice.

· Tennessee  Emilia Maria Jesty made history by being the first child born in the state to have a woman listed on the birth certificate as her “father.”  Her parents, Valeria Tanco and Sophy Jesty, were wed in New York before they moved to Knoxville and had Emilia.  In Tennessee, their marriage was no longer recognized because of the state’s ban on gay marriage.  They listed themselves on the birth certificate to ensure both would have parental rights.  Tanco and Jesty are currently the lead plaintiffs in a lawsuit to expand gay-marriage rights in the state.
Milestones

· Vice Adm. Jan Tighe has been appointed to head the US. Fleet Cyber Command and U.S. 10th Fleet, making her the first woman commander of a numbered fleet in the history of the U.S. Navy.

· Blogger-activist Karyn Washington took her own life at the age of 22.  Her blog, For Brown Girls, aimed to combat colorism by encouraging black girls to love their skin.

· Anja Niedringhaus, 48, a Pulitzer Prize-winning photojournalist from Germany, was shot and killed in Afghanistan while reporting on the presidential election.
Outsourced Abuses
The dangerous double standard of the U.S. relationship with Bangladesh’s garment in-dustry, by Jason Motlagh and Susie Taylor.
On the morning of April 24, 2013, the Rana Plaza Industrial building in Savar, Bangladesh, collapsed, killing more than 1,100 people and injuring 2,500 – mostly women garment workers. … With the horrifying toll of deaths and injuries, the tragedy spotlighted the hidden cost of Bangladesh’s $20 billion export garment industry.  Moreover, it sparked global protests, putting unprecedented pressure on Western companies to improve unsafe and exploitative working conditions and clean up supply chains after years of evasions and neglect. …
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Nigeria Preps for Freed Girls; Jailed Mom Sues By WeNews Staff.  Nigerians are preparing for the special health care needed by the schoolgirls when they return. Meanwhile, a jailed Texas woman who was denied medical care while in labor, sued saying the prison's refusal to help her caused her infant's death.  This link also has several brief “cheers and jeers” that are of interest, including an “In Memorium” on Maya Angelou.
Dear NFL, Stop Fumbling the Ball on Sex Violence By Sarah Vassello (WeNews) When I went to college, I discovered my love for football. But the #YesAllWomen discussion spurred me to write this open letter to the National Football League, urging action against the violent activities of men who are role models for so many kids.
Broken Immigration System Failing Women, Children By Andrea Cristina Mercado (WeNews) From the deportation of family members to a backlog of family visas, immigrant women are being disproportionately impacted by the U.S. system.  Now is the time to push Congress and President Obama for change that assists women and children.
Transgender Women Face Highest Risk of Violence By Nicole Deniflee (WeNews) A new report on violence experienced by Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, transgender and queer-identified people documents its pervasiveness in the U.S.
Clinton, Palin Gender Strategies Flopped in 2008 By Regina G. Lawrence and Melody Rose (WeNews guest authors) Though neither strategy worked, Clinton and Palin used a mix of feminine and masculine messages in their campaigns, say Regina G. Lawrence and Melody Rose in this excerpt from the anthology Women and Elective Office.
From the Weekly Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):
Sandra Fluke's Campaign for California State Senate Advances to General Election  Jun 4, 2014

Women's rights activist and attorney, Sandra Fluke, finished in the top two in her run for an open state Senate seat in California's 26th district.  More
Louisiana Legislature Passes Bill to Keep Pregnant Women on Life Support Against Wishes  Jun 6, 2014  More
Poll Shows Widespread Online Harassment of Women  Jun 4, 2014 More
Medicare Ban on Transition-Related Transgender Health Coverage Lifted
Jun 3, 2014  More
African Union Launches First Campaign to End Child Marriage  Jun 2, 2014  More
Sixth Circuit Rejects Challenge to Affordable Care Act (ACA) Birth Control Benefit  Jun 12, 2014 

In a unanimous decision, a panel of the US Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit ruled yesterday that the ACA birth control coverage benefit does not violate the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA) or the First Amendment, upholding two lower courts' denial of a preliminary injunction against the law to a group of Catholic-affiliated non-profit entities.  More
Women's Rights Groups Demand that US Stop Negotiating the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) with Brunei Until the Sultan Revokes New Taliban-Like Laws  Jun 9, 2014  WASHINGTON – A coalition of women's rights groups have joined the Feminist Majority Foundation (FMF) in calling for the Obama Administration to initiate the process of removing Brunei from negotiations on a prospective Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement with the United States - or to suspend TPP talks – until Brunei revokes its new Taliban-like penal code.  More
South Carolina Legislators Fail to Pass Anti-Choice Measures  Jun 9, 2014 More
Michigan Democrats Aim to Repeal Law Requiring Separate Insurance Coverage of Abortion  Jun 20, 2014
Two Michigan lawmakers introduced state legislation to repeal a Michigan law that forces women to buy additional health insurance coverage for abortion, even in cases of rape or when a women's health is endangered.  More
US Labor Secretary Speaks Out In Support of Paid Family Leave US Secretary of Labor Thomas Perez said in an interview Wednesday that paid family leave is one of the most critical issues facing working families today.  
Jun 19, 2014 More

Senate Set to Approve Rape Kit Backlog Funds  Jun 18, 2014
The Senate today is expected to approve $41 million in funding to process hundreds of thousands of untested rape kits across the country.  More
Obama to Issue Executive Order Banning Discrimination Against LGBT Employees  Jun 17, 2014
The Obama administration announced yesterday that the President will issue an executive order prohibiting employment discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation for any contractor or subcontractor who does at least $10,000 worth of business with the federal government within one year.  More
UK Religious Groups Unite to Condemn Female Genital Mutilation  Jun 20 2014 More
Young Americans Healthier Under Affordable Care Act  Jun 18 2014 More
New York Senate Passes Three Planks of Women's Equality Act, Defying Advocates for the Comprehensive Package  Jun 18, 2014 More
Anti-Choice Group May Challenge Law Prohibiting False Political Speech
Jun 17, 2014 More
Florida Governor Signs Bill Restricting Abortion Access  Jun 16, 2014 More

General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.

What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
