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June, 2014
June is LGBT Pride Month
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – vacant
State Board Rep – vacant
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, June 23rd, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2014 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Information:
Is Plan B available on Amazon.com??
Initial reports were that Plan B, the only “morning after” birth control pill approved by the FDA for unlimited over-the-counter sales, was available for under $20 on Amazon.  Usually, the price is between $40 and $50.  However, initial reports are that it is questionable whether it is really Plan B that is being sold.  The vendors refused to say where they got their supplies, and some early orders arrived with opened packaging, and in one case, only half a pill.  Buyer beware!  Meanwhile, a long-term solution would be for the FDA to approve more brands and generics for unlimited over-the-counter sales.  The increased competition would lower the price.
Anita Hill to be Honored.

On June 5th the Elizabeth A. Sackler Center for Feminist Art at the Brooklyn Museum will present the Sackler Center First Awards, honoring women who are first in their fields.  One half of proceeds from the evening will go to Girls for Gender Equity.  Click here for tickets to honor Anita F. Hill for Speaking Truth to Power.
Challenging Walmart’s Discriminatory Practices.  The following is from an e-mail sent to NOW chapter leaders:

“The 2014 Walmart shareholders meeting will take place June 6th beginning at 7am.  If you are a Walmart shareholder and/or want to attend protest actions in Bentonville, AR surrounding this meeting please let us know.  A shareholders voting guide is available for shareholders and others interested in voting recommend-ations for resolutions being considered.  If you can't make it to Bentonville this year, you can still be a part of the action!  Watch the live stream and make your voice heard with our social media kit, or attend an event in your area.”
Job Opening at NJ101.5

Townsquare Media Trenton is looking for an experienced sales assistant to join New Jersey 101.5 FM in its Ewing, New Jersey office.  See more details and Apply online at http://jobvite.com/m?3nL0rgwk.
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
California Slayings Trigger Outcry at Misogyny By Hajer Naili (WeNews) Since the May 23 attack over a million people have written about their own experiences of everyday misogyny using the hashtag #YesAllWomen.  A new Tumblr page, “When Women Refuse,” is collecting examples of violence that women suffer for rejecting sexual advances.
Ethiopian Women Make Most of Zero-Interest Loans By Masha Hamilton (WeNews) Ethiopia has a strong economy for sub-Saharan Africa but women disproportionately bear the burden of the country's hardships. Through a micro-lending support group, our organization, Concern Worldwide, has found a way to help.

From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):
May 1 2014 Brutal Brunei Penal Code Goes into Effect Today The Southeast Asian nation of Brunei today adopted the first phase of a brutal penal code that includes the stoning to death of gay men and lesbians, the public flogging of women who have abortions, and the jailing of women who become pregnant outside of marriage... Click for more.
April 30 2014 Tennessee Governor Signs Bill Allowing Criminalization of Pregnant Women Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam signed into law yesterday a bill that will allow criminal charges to be brought against women who suffer from drug-related pregnancy complications – legislation which advocates fear will deter women with addiction from seeking out resources and could even be interpreted more broadly to criminalize non-drug related complications...  Click for more. 
May 2 2014 US Dept of Education: Title IX Protects Transgender Students Click
May 1 2014 Senate Republicans Block Vote on Federal Minimum Wage Increase Click
Apr 30 2014 Hawaii Legislators Pass Minimum Wage Increase Click
Apr 29 2014 White House Campus Sexual Assault Task Force Releases First Report Click
Apr 29 2014 Google Removes Misleading Crisis Pregnancy Center Ads Click
Apr 28 2014 Fetal Homicide Bill Passes Florida Legislature, Moves to Governor's Desk Click
May 15 2014 Louisiana Senate Passes Omnibus Anti-Abortion Bill The Louisiana Senate voted 34-3 to pass an omnibus abortion bill yesterday that would limit access to abortion in the state by imposing burdensome regulations on abortion providers and forcing women to wait longer to obtain an abortion. Click.

May 14 2014 Minnesota Governor Signs Women's Economic Security Act Minnesota Governor Mike Dayton signed a package of bills into law this weekend aimed at eliminating discrimination against women in the workplace.  Click
May 13 2014 Senator Lindsey Graham Pushes Federal 20-Week Abortion Ban Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) is expected to push for a vote today on a federal ban on abortion at 20 weeks. Click.
May 12 2014 Arkansas Same-Sex Marriage Ban Struck Down An Arkansas state judge struck down an Arkansas law and state constitutional amendment defining marriage as only between a man and a woman.  Click
May 15 2014 Missouri Legislature Passes 72-Hour Waiting Period Bill Click
May 13 2014 Missouri Activists Stage 72-Hour Protest of Abortion Waiting Period Click
May 13 2014 VA Governor Orders Review of TRAP Regulations Click
May 12 2014 Bill Extending Abortion Coverage to Peace Corps Volunteers Re-Introduced Click
May 23 2014 Illinois Senate Passes Resolution to Ratify the Equal Rights Amendment With a 39-11 vote, the Illinois Senate voted - by more than the necessary three-fifths margin of elected senators, as required by state law - to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). Click
May 22 2014 Louisiana Legislature Passes Bill That Threatens to Close Clinics The Louisiana House voted 88-5 yesterday to pass an omnibus anti-abortion bill that could force three or four of the state's five abortion clinics to close. Click
May 21 2014 Mississippi Personhood Initiative Fails A campaign to put a "personhood" initiative on Mississippi's November 2015 ballot failed last week after the initiative's organizers – Personhood Mississippi – did not turn in petitions with the required number of signatures on time. Click
May 20 2014 Oregon Same-Sex Marriage Ban Ruled Unconstitutional A federal court yesterday struck down Oregon's state constitutional ban on same-sex marriage, finding that the ban violated the Equal Protection Clause of the US Constitution. Click
May 19 2014 Times Executive Editor Jill Abramson Fired The first woman to lead the New York Times as Executive Editor, Jill Abramson, was abruptly fired from her position last Wednesday. Click
May 23 2014 Obama Sends US Military Personnel to Help Find Abducted Nigerian Girls Click
May 28 2014 New Hampshire Governor to Sign 25-Foot Clinic Buffer Zone Bill The New Hampshire Senate voted last week to create a 25-foot buffer zone around clinics that provide abortion services. Click
May 30 2014 Oklahoma Governor Signs Admitting Privileges Bill Click
May 27 2014 Nigerian Army Has Located Girls Abducted by Boko Haram Click

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Click on the “Subscribe” button, enter your e-mail address, and choose which kinds of e-mail you want to receive.  Then click on “Submit”.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.

What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

