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March, 2014
March is Women’s History Month
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
State Board Rep – Lisanne Powers
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, March 10th, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2014 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Information:
International Women’s Day, March 8th 

United Healthcare Workers East (1199SEIU) invites us to their second annual celebration of International Women’s Day from 9 am to 1 pm on March 8th at the Rutgers Labor Education Center in New Brunswick.  Like last year, both Middlesex County NOW and NOW-NJ are official endorsers.  To RSVP or for more information, contact Neal Gorfinkle at (732) 646-1664 or neal.gorfinkle@1199.org.


Free to Be…You and Me at 40

First a platinum LP, then a best-selling book – and then, at last, an award-winning prime-time television special.  In 1974, Free to Be… You and Me burst into homes across America, introducing children (and their parents) to a whole new way of combining education and entertainment.
On Tuesday, March 11, 2014 at 7 pm at the Paley Center in New York, Marlo Thomas and Gloria Steinem will co-moderate a star-studded 40th anniversary celebration event.  Click here for details and to buy tickets.
Stand with Afghan Women

Afghan women just won a huge victory: the Ministry of Justice amended a controversial provision of the draft Afghan Criminal Procedure Code that would have barred relatives from testifying against each other in criminal proceedings, including in cases of domestic violence, child abuse, and sexual assault.  These changes came after the Afghan Women’s Network, with over one hundred women-led organizations, came out strongly against the provision.  Click here to take a pledge with us to support Afghan women and Afghan women’s organizations.

An escort tells her story.

In a pro-choice town in a pro-choice state, abortion clinic patients cannot reach the clinic door without negotiating a pathway of screams, hostility and lies.  “Every Saturday morning, I volunteer as a clinic escort at an abortion clinic in New Jersey…”  Click here to read more.
Rutgers Center for Women's Global Leadership (CWGL) Events
CWGL is sponsoring and co-sponsoring the UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), 58th Session,
March 10 - 21, 2014:  Challenges and achievements in the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals for women and girls.  The speakers, titles, times, locations, other information for this series of talks, which are being held in various venues around New York City, can be found here.
Eagleon Institute Talk Announcement
Making a Difference:

Women in Congress
Congresswoman Donna F. Edwards
Wednesday, April 23, 7:00 pm, Trayes Hall, Douglass Campus Center, Rutgers, New Brunswick.  Free and open to the public.  Click here for more information and to register.
Job Opening
New Jersey’s talk station, FM 101.5, is looking for a PRODUCER / CALL SCREENER / BOARD OPERATOR / PRODUCTION ASSISTANT. Schedule includes show prep and call screening for “The Dennis & Judi” show from 10am to 2pm.  At the conclusion of the show, production duties are required that involve commercial dubbing, providing airchecks for use in sales department and original commercial production.  Full Time; Trenton, NJ; Closing Date: 4/10/2014.  Apply online at http://jobvite.com/m?3FBUfgwa
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
After Christie, Cavemen Start Looking Pretty Good  By Caryl Rivers (WeNews) Forget Brit Hume's Darwinian defense of Chris Christie's tough-guy leadership style. Christie isn't being penalized by a feminized society.  He just lets his inner bully get the best of him too often.
Designer Puts Wheelchair in the N.Y. Fashion Mix By Maggie Freleng (WeNews) Carrie Hammer featured the first person to "walk" down the runway in a wheelchair during NYC Fashion Week.  "I was just another model in a show, and that's exactly what I wanted," said Danielle Sheypuk.  The push to diversify beauty ideals is catching on in other media as well.

For Online Equity We Need Our Net Neutrality Back By Candace Clement (WeNews) Women have been using the Internet to find each other online, build communities and push aside the gatekeepers to power.  None of that is possible if access is left up to Internet service providers, as a January court ruling allowed.
Women's Ski Jumping Made Olympic Debut Amid Protest By Juhie Bhatia (WeNews) Female ski jumpers competed Feb.11 for the first time in this event since the Winter Olympics began 90 years ago.  In the backdrop, protests and boycott calls continued against the Sochi Winter Games over Russia's discrimination against gays and lesbians.
Religious Birth Control Barriers Block the Best RX By Carol Roye (WeNews) Getting health insurance through a Catholic organization is one way that some women aren't getting coverage for contraception, says Carol Roye in this excerpt from "A Woman's Right to Know."  Attacking birth control access is especially damaging for poor women.

Abortion Laws May Be Axed; Afghan Victims Muzzled By WeNews staff.  Three U.S. states are reconsidering or halting abortion laws. Also this week, in Afghanistan a new law may prevent the protections of women who are victims of violence.
Seattle Pol Cuts Pay; House OKs New Abortion Bill By WeNews staff.  An elected official in Seattle decided to give most of her paycheck away to activist organizations.  Also the week of Feb 1st, the Republican House passed more restrictions on insurance coverage for abortions.
What If All Single Parents Received Child Support? By Rita Henley Jensen (WeNews) Amid all the 50-years-later press about LBJ's war on poverty, a deafening silence surrounds government support for single heads of household.  This program, known as welfare, was ransacked in 1996 and today's single mothers are paying the price.

Teen Leads Anti-FGM Drive; Egypt Assaults Students By WeNews staff.  
A female teen is leading a campaign to combat female genital mutilation.  Also this week, female students arrested in Cairo were assaulted in custody and subjected to virginity tests.
Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

