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November, 2014
November is Native American Heritage Month
Be sure to vote this coming Tuesday, November 4
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – vacant
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
There will be no chapter meeting in November.  Our next meeting will be Monday, December 15th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Election of officers will be the only item of business.  See below for more details.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The new 2015 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Information:
Chapter Holiday Party December 15!

As mentioned above, our chapter’s annual holiday party will be on December 15, starting at 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Feel free to bring spouses, partners, and/or friends!  There will be a short hiatus in the festivities as we elect chapter officers for 2015.
The Power of your NOW button
Our chapter secretary, Stephany Kim, met another NOW member, Vicki Stapleton, in Trenton at a disability rights rally in Trenton because one of them was wearing her NOW-NJ button.  Be sure to wear yours!  Here’s a picture of the two of them:
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Stephany Kim, left, and Vicki Stapleton
Job Opening
There is an opening for a CDL-A Driver position at Martin Brower.  Apply on line at mbhires.com or by phone at 1-877-MB HIRES or by clicking on this link.
From the National NOW News & Action Summary, Oct. 25:

Emergency Contraception The Emergency Contraception Access and Education Act needs the support of your senator! This bill requires hospitals that receive federal funds (including Medicare and Medicaid) to provide medically accurate information about emergency contraception to victims of sexual assault and ensures that every victim has access to emergency contraception without having to worry about the cost. Take action now!
Action Spotlight With the release of the second video in the Ray Rice domestic violence case, it has become clear that NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell is only concerned with the NFL's image - not the league's violence against women problem. There is no defense for Goodell's approach to domestic violence prevention. It's time for new leadership in the NFL. Sign the petition and demand Roger Goodell resign!
Say It Sister!
· Women's Votes Always Matter - But They Matter More In 2014
· Deconstructing Right Wing Myths: The 20-Week Abortion Ban
· The Rising American Electorate 
· Hollywood and Diversity: How the Media Informs Social Identities
· Expanding Access to Emergency Contraception
· Abortion Restrictions and Domestic Violence Linked
· #WhyIStayed: Solidarity in a Culture of Victim Blaming
Follow #SayItSister on Twitter for updates on new content on Say It, Sister!
NOW Read This

· Maine Republican Has Not Apologized for Comparing Abortion to Rape, RH Reality Check

· Scott Brown: Birth Control and Equal Pay Are Not 'Issues That People Care About', Huffington Post

· The Nation's Police Have a Sex-Discrimination Problem, Ms. Magazine

· Study on reproductive rights and domestic violence: Being denied an abortion "tethered women to violent men", Salon
From the Gay Activist Alliance of Morris County (GAAMC) Newsletter:
The Census Bureau's American Community Survey now categorizes same-sex married couples as families.  Previously, the bureau categorized such couples as "unmarried partners," even if they were legally married at the time.  The data showed that among the 56 million married-couple households in America, 251,695 of them, or just under 0.5% of the total, were same-sex couples. (Originally from The Charlotte Observer, NC)
The international Olympics Committee (IOC) has added a non-discrimination clause to its contract with any future host city, to take effect with the 2022 Olympics.  The new contract states that a host city would be required to follow this part of the official Olympic Charter:  "Any form of discrimination with regard to a country or a person on grounds of race, religion, politics, gender or otherwise is incompatible with belonging to the Olympic Movement."  The IOC came under widespread criticism for allowing the most recent Olympics to be held in Sochi, Russia, after that country passed a series of anti-gay laws; one made it illegal to show any kind of public support for homo-sexuality.  The three 2022 candidate cities are Oslo, Beijing, and Almaty, Kazakhstan. (Originally from Gay Star News)
From the Ms. Blog:
Millennials: Don’t Get Shafted at the Polls! With midterm elections approaching, efforts to suppress the vote of millennials will only increase. By passing laws designed to cut young people, women and minorities off at the polls, Republican leaders are rendering a vast swath of the population invisible …
The Nation’s Police Have a Sex-Discrimination Problem So, to really get at the problem of police excessive force, the Department of Justice must also, as it examines the impact of racial bias, look at how increasing the numbers of women in policing holds the key to substantially decreasing police violence while also improving police relations with the community …
Surprise! Abortion Restrictions Are Bad for Women I’m sorry to take the wind from your sails, folks, but a new report from the Center for Reproductive Rights and Ibis Reproductive Health proves once and for all that abortion restrictions are bad for women …
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Alison Grimes Makes Big-Bucks Push in Kentucky By Sharon Johnson (WeNews) The 35-year-old’s battle for the Senate seat of 72-year-old Mitch McConnell is testing partisan nerves and attracting so much super PAC spending it could be the most expensive Senate race in U.S. history.
Afghan Politician Raises Daughter as Son By Jenny Nordberg (WeNews) Former Afghan parliamentarian Azita raised her youngest daughter as a boy, revealing the practice of bacha posh, as practiced in Afghanistan and brought to life in this excerpt from journalist Jenny Nordberg's "The Underground Girls of Kabul."

Teen Enters Hall of Fame; Iraqi Lawyer Executed By WeNews staff.  Mo'ne Davis' performance in the Little League World Series has earned her a place in baseball's Hall of Fame. Also this week, a lawyer known for her work promoting women's rights was executed by Islamic State fighters.
Hindu Weddings Add Pro-Girl Anti-Feticide Vow By Sakuntala Narasimhan (WeNews) This cultural innovation is part of why 2014 will go down in Indian history as a year when society began cherishing girls and women and overcoming denigrating traditions. Reason to celebrate the U.N.'s International Day of the Girl Child on October 11.
High Schools Clueless about Sex Harassment Rules By Cathy Perloff (WeNews) Under Title IX, high schools must have clear definitions of sex harassment but a look at nine schools around Cleveland, Ohio, finds implementation of this and other provisions breaking down.
Greek Mythic Warrior Women Not Purely Imaginary By Adrienne Mayor (WeNews) Overwhelming evidence now shows that the Amazon traditions of the Greeks and other ancient societies were based largely on historical facts, says Adrienne Mayor in this excerpt from "The Amazons," which looks at these women in myth and history.
Only Yes-Means-Yes Passes; Texas Clinics Closed By WeNews staff.  In California, Gov. Jerry Brown has signed a bill into law, making it the first state to have a clear definition of when people agree to sex. Also this week, Texas is now able to begin enforcing tough new abortion restrictions that will effectively close all but seven abortion facilities in the...
Malala Wins Peace Prize; Tipped Workers Harassed By WeNews staff.  Pakistani teen Malala Yousafzai wins the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize. Also this week, a report shows some 90 percent of women in restaurant jobs that depend on tips are bothered at work by some form of sexual harassment.
Day of the Girl Events Span the United States By Katina Paron (WeNews) Taking place tomorrow, the U.N.'s international day brings attention to the 17 percent of the global population that is female and under 19 years old. It is being celebrated with various events, rallies and product launches.
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Federal Appeals Court Blocks Access to Abortion in Texas Oct 3, 2014  The state of Texas lost all but eight of its abortion clinics overnight after the US Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit ruled that the state could begin enforcing unnecessary and harmful abortion restrictions passed as part of Texas's omnibus anti-abortion bill, HB 2, last year... more
Virginia Health Commissioner Recommends Amending State TRAP Law Oct 2, 2014 Virginia Commissioner of Health Dr. Marissa Levine yesterday recommended that Virginia's harsh TRAP rules restricting abortion access within the state be amended... more
Afghanistan and US Finalize Bilateral Security Agreement Oct 1, 2014  In a nationally televised ceremony at the Presidential Palace just one day after President Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzi took office, Afghanistan signed a major security agreement with the United States... more
US Supreme Court Shuts Down First Week of Early Voting in Ohio 
Sep 30, 2014  Less than 24 hours before the start of Ohio's would-be voting period, the Supreme Court blocked efforts to restore a full seven days of early voting in the state, marking a win for the Republican-controlled legislature that enacted the new voting restrictions... more
Hope for Afghan Women as New President is Sworn In Sep 29, 2014 Ashraf Ghani, who has publicly and consistently stated his support for women's rights and women's participation in government, was sworn in as the new President of Afghanistan today at the Presidential Palace in Kabul... more
White House Releases Updated Title IX Guidance on Campus Sexual Assault Oct 3, 2014  more
UN Speaks Out Against Islamic State Attacks on Women Oct 3, 2014  more
Court Reinstates Same Day Voter Registration in North Carolina   

Oct 2, 2014  more
Georgetown Alumni Call Out University for Not Allowing Reproductive Rights Protests  Sep 30, 2014  more
Civil Rights Lawsuit for Transgender Workers Is First of its Kind  Sep 29, 2014 more
Advocates and Legislators Say NFL Corrections Go Wide But Not Deep Enough  Sep 29, 2014  more
Study Finds Abortion Restrictions Adversely Impact Women's Health Outcomes Oct 10, 2014  States with the greatest restrictions on abortion are the worst for women's overall health, according to a new study from the Center for Reproductive Rights and Ibis Reproductive Health... more
Staff at Immigration Center Accused of Sexually Abusing Women Detainees 
Oct 9, 2014  Several civil rights organizations have filed a complaint against a privately run detention center in Texas, citing widespread allegations of sexual abuse and harassment... more
Marriage Equality Set to Take Hold in 35 States Following Court Rulings 
Oct 8, 2014  Following the US Supreme Court's decision Monday to decline review of three federal appeals courts' decisions striking down same-sex marriage bans in five states, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals on Tuesday struck down same-sex marriage bans in Idaho and Nevada, bringing the number of states in which same-sex marriage bans are effectively null and void to 35... more
Texas Providers Ask Supreme Court to Block Restrictive Abortion Law 
Oct 7, 2014   Reproductive health care providers in Texas have asked the US Supreme Court to block enforcement of unnecessary, harmful abortion restrictions in Texas that have closed all but eight of the state's abortion clinics overnight... more
Religious Leaders Unite in Tennessee and Colorado to Oppose Extreme Anti-Abortion Ballot Measures  Oct 6, 2014 Local religious leaders have come together to denounce ballot measures in Tennessee and Colorado that, if passed, would jeopardize access to abortion in those states... more
Catholic Church Files Civil Rights Complaint Against State Over Abortion Mandate  Oct 10, 2014  more
UPDATE: Supreme Court Justice Delays Marriage Equality in Idaho  Oct 9, 2014 Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy halted a decision Wednesday that would have allowed same sex couples to marry in Idaho... more
Georgetown University Administrators Apologize for Shutting Down H*yas for Choice Protest  Oct 8, 2014   more
Experts Recommend IUDs and Contraceptive Implants for Sexually Active Teenagers  Oct 6, 2014  more
Prosecutors Claim South Carolina's Stand Your Ground Law Doesn't Apply to Domestic Violence Survivors 
Oct 4, 2014  According to South Carolina prosecutors, the state's Stand Your Ground law, which allows people to use force to defend themselves when faced with "great bodily injury," is an unfit defense for domestic violence victims who live with their attackers... more
Supreme Court Ruling Keeps Texas Abortion Clinics Open  Oct 15, 2014  The US Supreme Court issued an order last night blocking enforcement of two provisions of a restrictive Texas anti-abortion law that had forced all but eight of the state's abortion clinics to close... more
As Midterm Elections Near, Courts Are Taking On Voter Suppression 
Oct 15, 2014  With less than a month before the November 4 elections, courts are weighing in on voting rights across the nation... more
Activist Dolores Huerta Fights for Reproductive Rights in Colorado 
Oct 14, 2014  more
Girls Spoke Out at the United Nations on International Day of the Girl 
Oct 14, 2014  more
Full Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals Refuses to Hear Challenge to Texas TRAP Law  Oct 13 2014  more
All of Tennessee's Major Newspapers Have Urged Voters to Reject Anti-Abortion Amendment 1 Oct 23, 2014 
All four of Tennessee's major papers have spoken out to oppose Amendment 1, a dangerous anti-abortion measure that will be decided by voters this fall... more
Students Protest Fordham University's Anti-Birth Control Policy Oct 22, 2014 Students at Fordham University are engaged in a battle against the New York City Catholic school's anti-birth control policy... more
Afghanistan's New First Lady Advances Women's Issues  Oct 21, 2014  Just a few days after moving to the presidential palace, Afghanistan's new First Lady Rula Ghani said that she hopes to encourage greater respect for women... more
North Carolina Board of Elections Eliminates On-Campus Voting Sites Across the State  Oct 20, 2014  North Carolina will begin state-wide early voting on Thursday, and unlike the 2012 presidential election, many students across the state will have no polling place on-campus, making it more difficult for students to exercise their right to vote... more
Potential Ballot Measure in DC Would Raise Minimum Wage to $15 
Oct 24, 2014  more
Doctors Warn That Measure 1 Would End In Vitro Fertilization in North Dakota Oct 22, 2014  more
Hulu Silences Rape Survivor Speaking Out Against Anti-Abortion Amendment 67 in Colorado  Oct 21, 2014  more
Obama Administration Issues New Rule to Strengthen Response to Campus Sexual Violence  Oct 21, 2014  more
Jay Leno Receives Mark Twain Prize, Salutes Mavis and Her Work for Women's Rights  Oct 20, 2014  more
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg Slams Supreme Court for Upholding Voter Suppression in Texas  Oct 20, 2014  more
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!

Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

