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October, 2014
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month
October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – vacant
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, October 13th, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2014 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Information:
Lena Dunham: 5 Reasons Why I Vote (and You Should Too)  

Of course, Middlesex County NOW members know how important it is to vote.  Unfortunately, we all know people, often young women, who don’t bother to vote.  If you need some talking points, here are Lena Dunham’s TOP 5 reasons you should VOTE as sent via e-mail by the Planned Parenthood Action Fund.

Candlelight Vigil, October 9, 7 pm

in Monument Square, New Brunswick in honor of all those who have been impacted by domestic violence.  This vigil is conducted by Women Aware, the domestic violence agency for Middlesex County, NJ.  More details are available here.

Repeated from last month’s newsletter:

NOW-NJ State Conference
The annual NOW-NJ State Conference will be on Saturday, November 8th at the Ruth Dill Johnson Crockett building on the Dougass College campus.  National NOW President Terry O’Neill and former candidate for NJ Lt. Governor Milly Silva will be the keynote speakers.  This year’s conference also includes election of state officers.  More details, registration, directions, etc., are available on the NOW-NJ web site here.
Links from the latest National NOW E-mail Newsletter:

· Normalized Violence: Constructing Culture Through the NFL
· Social Media, Social Justice: Women and the Internet
· FDA Moves Toward More Women in Research Trials
· Roger Goodell Has Accepted the Culture of Violence; He Needs to Go
· Why Transphobia Is a Feminist Issue
· Obamacare Advances the Fight for Transgender Rights
· The Vote - A Right Worth Fighting For
· Sexuality, Birth Control, Hobby Lobby
· Black women's groups challenge lack of diversity in NFL domestic advisory panel, The Washington Post

· With Debt Collection, Your Bank Account Could Be At Risk, NPR

· How Many Women are in Prison for Defending Themselves Against Domestic Violence?, Bitch Media
From Ms. Magazine, Fall 2014 (not yet on line):
In the Aftermath of Isla Vista (excerpt)

     The White Ribbon Campaign, launched in Ontario in 1991 in response to the Montreal Massacre, is the “world’s largest movement of men and boys working to end violence against women and girls, promote gender equity, healthy relationships and a new vision of masculinity.” The educational campaign, which conducts trainings in gender equality among other activities, has spread to over 60 countries, asking men to wear white ribbons as a symbolic “pledge to never commit, condone or remain silent about violence against women and girls.”

…

     #YesAllWomen originated on Twitter on May 24 when a woman, who has since taken her identity underground, asked a friend, “Has there been an [sic] #YesAllWomen tag yet?” Once launched, it took off:  #YesAllWomen tweets peaked at 61,500 on May 25 and reached over a million worldwide, as far away as Pakistan, Indonesia and Qatar.  Women claimed #YesAllWomen as a space in which to share stories of their own rapes, sexual assaults and everyday misogynist vexations. Famous personalities weighed in with the rest of us:

    “#YesAllWomen deserve to live free from the threats of domestic violence & sexual assault. We must shine a bright light on such despicable crimes,” tweeted House Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi

Skin Deep – When personal-care products aren’t regulated, women’s health is put at risk (excerpt)
     Every day, the average woman uses 12 personal-care products filled with 168 ingredients, and the average man uses six products with 85 ingredients. In all, Americans buy around $60 billion worth of personal-care products yearly and apply them without a second thought.  Many think there’s nothing to worry about because government regulations must protect them from hazardous chemicals.

     In fact, the federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is not legally required to test, review or approve ingredients used in cosmetic products. It even lacks the ability to recall products that cause harm.  Our country’s cosmetics regulations have been in dire need of reform for a long time. …

National Short Takes

· According to a survey of 440 higher-education institutions commissioned by Sen. Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.), more than 40 percent have failed to investigate a single case of campus rape over the past five years – yet statistics show that 1 in 5 women will experience sexual violence during their four years in college…

· President Obama signed an executive order prohibiting federal contractors from discriminating on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity.  Meanwhile, the Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) remains stalled in the House after being passed in the Senate…

· A recent U.S. Senate subcommittee hearing chaired by Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) restarted discussion about the U.S. ratifying the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)…
Calendar
· October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  Instead of buying a pink travel mug, head to Breast Cancer Action’s website (www.bcaction.org) to learn about pinkwashing.
· October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  Stand with the “National Network to End Domestic Violence” and survivors by wearing purple or by joining NNEDV’s Reader With a Cause book club. (www.nnedv.org/getinvolved/dvam.html)

· October 11 is International Day of the Girl Child.  Bolster girls’ human rights by volunteering with young women starting a Girls Learn International chapter (www.girlslearn.net)

· October 14 is Love Your Body Day.  Challenge unrealistic beauty standards and celebrate your body’s uniqueness today.  (www.now.org/now-foundation/love-your-body)

· November 4 is Election Day.  Work for the candidate of your choice, vote, and get your friends to vote. (www.usvotefoundation.org) 

· December 1 is World AIDS Day.  More than 35 million people worldwide are currently living with HIV/AIDS, and women account for 1 in 5 new infections in the U.S.  To participate in an event near you, check out the World AIDS Day website (www.worldaidsday.org) 
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Super PACs Backing Women in 7 Key Senate Races By Sharon Johnson (WeNews)  One of the beneficiaries is Kentucky Secretary of State Alison Lundergan Grimes, who is trying to unseat Republican Mitch McConnell.  First of a series on money, women and the fight for the Senate.
Booming Skilled Trades Are Ready for More Women By Audrey Clark (WeNews).  For Labor Day, Audrey Clark offered a look at four building trades that all promise strong growth and good pay. For women it's no longer flying too high to think of a high-paying job in, for instance, aviation mechanics.
NFL Toughens DV Policy; Emmys' Host Debases Latina  By WeNews staff.  NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell has said that effective immediately there will be tougher penalties for any NFL employee found to have engaged in domestic violence or assault.  Also at the Emmys, Bruce Rosenblum, chairman of the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences, asked actress Sofia...
Ruth Bader Ginsburg Scrutinizes Court's Gender Rulings By Juhie Bhatia (WeNews) The 81-year-old, known to her online fans as the Notorious R.B.G., is the oldest member of the court, but she says she's not planning on going away any time soon. Here are some of her thoughts from a New York women's health gathering earlier this week.
Kay Hagan Is Target in Battle for Senate By Sharon Johnson (WeNews).  The North Carolina Democrat is in the most expensive race in the state's history. She is one of eight women in battleground races for control of the Senate. The second in a series on money, women and the fight for the Senate.
Judges Halt Abortion Laws; 10% of All Girls Forced By WeNews staff.  Federal judges in Louisiana and Texas have blocked abortion restrictions from going forward. Also, a UNICEF report reveals that 1 in every 10 girls around the world is forced into intercourse or other sexual acts before the age of 20.
Time for Schools to Retire the Word Freshman By Carmen Cruz (WeNews) At Texas Woman's University we are making the move. Members of our incoming class of 2018 are now called "first-year students." Why not? It's more appropriate for diverse student populations everywhere.
'Comfort Women' Ranks Extend Beyond Korea By Rochelle G. Saidel (WeNews) Other victims from Taiwan, China, the Philippines, Indonesia and East Timor were also forced into sexual slavery. Sometimes women were required to provide sexual service, which could be defined as rape, for up to 50 soldiers per day.
NFL Just Gave Black Women Another Punch in Face By Avis Jones-DeWeever (WeNews) That four-woman domestic violence review committee that the NFL just established? Roger Goodell didn't name a single black woman to it, even though the league is mainly black and we (Black Women) are the most vulnerable to this horror.
Activists Stress Urgency of Stalled Violence Bill By Nicole Deniflee (WeNews) Critics of the international anti-violence bill argue it will impose Western values on other countries, will be costly to implement and excludes men and boys. Supporters say no, no and no.
Sex Assault Campaign Launched; Call for Aid to Syrians By WeNews staff. President Barack Obama announced a nationwide public service campaign aimed at urging young people to do more to prevent campus sexual assaults. Also, a report calls for immediate action to help and protect Syrian women and girls.
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

California Legislators Pass Affirmative Consent Bill to Combat Campus Sexual Assault Sep 2, 2014.  California legislators passed a bill last week that would require state colleges and universities to adopt a standard of unambiguous, affirmative consent for students who engage in sexual activity... More
Afghan Girls Compete in Bike Race to Raise Awareness About Violence Against Women Sep 5, 2014 More
Federal Judge Upholds Louisiana Same Sex Marriage Ban Sep 4, 2014 More
Federal Courts Block TRAP Laws in Texas and Louisiana Sep 2, 2014 More
Violence Against Women Act Turns 20 Sep 12, 2014 Saturday was the 20th Anniversary of the groundbreaking federal Violence Against Women Act (VAWA)... More
Missouri Legislators Pass 72-Hour Abortion Waiting Period Law Sep 11, 2014 Missouri legislators voted last night to triple the state's current 24-hour waiting period to 72 hours, with no exceptions for rape or incest... More
Paycheck Fairness Act Advances in the Senate Sep 10, 2014 After Republicans filibustered the Paycheck Fairness Act (PFA) earlier in this session, the Senate has now voted 73-25 to allow the bill to move forward to a debate... More
Court Sentences Seven Men for Gang Rape in Afghanistan Sep 9, 2014 An Afghan court convicted seven men for the gang rape and robbery of four women in Paghman district near the city of Kabul... More
White House Names Megan Smith as Chief Technology Officer Sep 8, 2014 President Barack Obama last week named Megan Smith, former Google Vice President and out lesbian, to the highest ranking tech job in the White House... More
New White House Campaign Seeks to Engage Men and Empower Campus Activists In Fight to End Sexual Assault Sep 19, 2014 President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden today announced the launch of "It's On Us," a multi-platform media campaign and national action plan targeted at ending campus sexual assault... More

Senate Republicans Blocked the Paycheck Fairness Act Again Sep 16, 2014 The Senate Republicans blocked the Paycheck Fairness Act (PFA) yesterday, marking the second time this year and the fourth time since 2012 legislators voted along party lines against the equal pay legislation... More
The Economic Recovery Isn't Reaching Black Women in the Workforce Sep 15, 2014 The economic recovery isn't making a difference for African American women this year, according to data analysis from the National Women's Law Center (NWLC)...
More
The NFL Missed an Opportunity for Diversity in Forming Its Violence Against Women Advisory Board Sep 18, 2014 More
Hundreds of Activists Rallied for the ERA This Weekend Sep 15, 2014 More
New Legislation Would Improve Access to Emergency Contraception for Survivors of Sexual Assault Sep 25, 2014 Senator Patty Murray (D-WA) introduced legislation to make emergency contraception more widely available to survivors of sexual assault... More
Women Firefighters Allege Sexual Harassment and Abuse From Coworkers Sep 24, 2014 Several women firefighters who are currently or who previously worked with the US Forest Service filed a complaint last month alleging they faced sexual abuse, harassment and job discrimination from their male coworkers... More
Legislation to Support Testing of Backlogged Rape Kits Goes to President's Desk Sep 23, 2014 The Senate on Thursday voted to renew the Debbie Smith Act, aimed at cutting the backlog of untested rape kits... More
Under the Affordable Care Act, More Women Then Ever Have Free Access to Contraception Sep 22, 2014 Two-thirds of American woman now have access to free birth control, thanks to the Affordable Care Act (ACA)... More
Michigan Lawmakers Push for Insurance Plans to Offer Abortion Coverage Options Sep 26, 2014 More
CVS Will Refund 11,000 Customers Illegally Charged for Birth Control Sep 25, 2014 More
Largest-Ever Global Study of Gender in Film Illuminates a Persistent Sexism Problem Sep 24, 2014 More
Senate Judiciary Committee Chair Says Controversial Nominee Lacks Support Sep 23, 2014 More
General Information

The last day to register to vote for the November election is October 14, 2014  (21 days before the election).  If you need to register, you can do it on line here, or in person at any county clerk office.

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

