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September, 2014
September is Hispanic Heritage Month
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – vacant
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, September 8th, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2014 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Information:
NOW-NJ State Conference
The annual NOW-NJ State Conference will be on Saturday, November 8th at the Ruth Dill Johnson Crockett building on the Dougass College campus.  National NOW President Terry O’Neill and former candidate for NJ Lt. Governor Milly Silva will be the keynote speakers.  This year’s conference also includes election of state officers.  More details, registration, directions, etc., are available on the NOW-NJ web site here.
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Hobby Lobby Recrafts the Definition of Abortion  By Elizabeth Kuhr (WeNews) 
A Supreme Court footnote acknowledges the difference between the victorious plaintiffs and the Food and Drug Administration on what constitutes abortion. Will other birth controls interfere with closely-held corporations' religious beliefs too?

My Acquaintance Rapist Finally Figured It Out  By Lisa E. Paige (WeNews) 
Among college students, attitudes toward sexuality can be dangerously divergent, as my own traumatic experience attests. We need another campus-rape summit to talk about this.

Insurance for Eating Disorders Inadequate  By Annetta Ramsay (WeNews) As health reform is getting implemented and taking practical shape we must have coverage of this killer illness that applies to all phases of needed and critical treatment.

Gender Stereotypes Reinforced Post-9/11  By J. Ann Tickner (WeNews) 
As with other wars, masculinity was back in vogue in the United States after 9/11, while women virtually disappeared from newspaper pages and TV screens, says J. Ann Tickner in this excerpt from "A Feminist Voyage Through International Relations."

Obama OKs LGBT Protections; Women Scarce on Boards  By WeNews staff. President Obama signed an executive order banning workplace discrimination against LGBT federal employees. Also this week, a report finds there's a lack of women at the top of companies that make and market products to women.
Calif. Campus Rape Bill Goes Beyond 'No Means No'  By Elizabeth Zwerling (WeNews)  The Student Safety: Sexual Assault, or "affirmative consent," legislation, could reach Gov. Jerry Brown's desk by the end of the summer. A legislator who supports the bill says it's time to change the mindset of "boys just getting crazy and drunk, being irresponsible."

Mass. Has New Safety Law  By WeNews staff. After the High Court declared Massachusetts' abortion clinic security laws violated the First Amendment, the state passed a law addressing the court's concerns.
Nigeria Kidnapping, Malala Shooting Rouses Teens  By Deborah Monti (WeNews) The kidnapping of schoolgirls in Nigeria and the shooting of Malala Yousafzai have spurred some U.S. teens to activism and generosity. Others find the news too terrible and hard to solve.
N.Y. Women's Equality Party to Appear on Ballot  By Nicole Deniflee (WeNews) With over 100,000 signatures collected, the party, created to back candidates who support women's rights, will now be voted on during the midterm elections.


Bill Targets 'Weapons of Mass Perfection' Advertising  By Elizabeth Zwerling (WeNews)  Critics raise free-speech concerns about a bill seeking to limit Photoshopping and other alterations in ads. Supporters argue that advertising is a special form of media since it exploits anxieties with harmful public health consequences for girls and women.
Fed Fund Breastfeeding; India May Bar Same-Sex Adoption  By WeNews staff. Seventy communities in the United States will receive a total of $2.9 million in federal funds to support breastfeeding. Also this week, India's federal cabinet voted to bar same-sex couples from adopting children.
To Curb FGM, Our Project Focuses on the Cutters  By Juliet S. Sorensen (WeNews) This fall our pilot project in a town in Mali will test the premise that the women who perform female genital mutilation are also ready for a change. But first they need a new line of work.
India Adopts Rules for Ads; Ebola Deaths Higher for Women  By WeNews staff. India's advertising council has taken a strong stand against portraying people with dark skin negatively. Also this week, women's caretaking roles have resulted in a disproportionate number of Ebola deaths: they are 60 percent of all those who died.
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Constitutional Court Invalidates Uganda's Anti-Gay Law  Aug 1, 2014 Uganda's Constitutional Court today struck down - on procedural grounds... More
Massachusetts Enacts New Law to Protect Access to Reproductive Health Facilities  Jul 31, 2014 Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick (D) signed... More
Fifth Circuit Court Rules In Favor Of Mississippi's Last Clinic  Jul 30, 2014 Mississippi's last remaining abortion clinic will... More
Three Anti-Abortion Extremists Sentenced In Mississippi  Jul 29, 2014 Last night, three of four anti-abortion extremists... More
Women Just Won Big In Mississippi  

Jul 29, 2014 Feminist Majority Foundation leaders are elated... More
Study Proves Texas Laws Have Significantly Reduced Access to Abortion  Jul 28, 2014 The Texas Policy Evaluation Project (TxPEP) released... More
A Call for Action to Reduce Gun Deaths Among Victims of Domestic Violence Aug 1, 2014  More
Congress Introduces Legislation to Protect Students from Sexual Assault Aug 1, 2014  More
First World Day Against Human Trafficking Encourages International Action  Jul 31, 2014  More
Michigan Jury Finds Renisha McBride's Killer Guilty  Aug 8, 2014 A jury yesterday found Theodore Wafer, the Michigan man who shot and killed... More
Florida Lawmakers Hold Special Session to Redraw Gerrymandered Maps  Aug 7, 2014  More
Department of Justice Sues Pennsylvania State Police For Sex Discrimination  Aug 6, 2014 The US Department of Justice filed a federal lawsuit against the commonwealth of... More
Wisconsin Supreme Court Upholds Union Limits and Voter ID Laws  Aug 5, 2014  More
Mississippi Attorney General Pushes Circuit Court to Close the State's Last Clinic  Aug 14, 2014  Mississippi Attorney General Jim Hood is asking the full US Circuit Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit to reverse a panel decision that ruled a Mississippi TRAP law unconstitutional... More
Affordable Contraception Program's Impact In Colorado is Overwhelmingly Positive  Aug 12, 2014  After IUDs and contraceptive implants were made more affordable in Colorado, teen pregnancies and abortion rates and abortion rates, as well as public health spending in the state significantly decreased... More
Federal Judge Fails to Block North Carolina Voter Suppression Law  

Aug 11, 2014  A federal judge on Friday refused to grant civil rights groups and the US Department of Justice a preliminary injunction against a North Carolina voter suppression measure... More
Undercover Video Exposes Anti-Abortion Extremist Tactics in Texas  Aug 14, 2014  More
EEOC Files Sexual Harassment Suit On Female Farmworkers' Behalf
Aug 13, 2014  More
Tennessee Judge Upholds Ban on Recognizing Legal Same-Sex Marriages Aug 12, 2014  More
France Dumps Abortion Restrictions, Will Cover the Cost of All First Trimester Abortions  Aug 11, 2014  More
Supreme Court Blocks Marriage Equality in Virginia  Aug 22, 2014  The US Supreme Court granted a request Wednesday to stay a decision by the US Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit overturning Virginia's marriage equality ban... More
Flexible Work Requests Produce Fatherhood Bonus and Motherhood Penalty  Aug 21, 2014  According to a recent study, men who request flexible work schedules are advantaged over women who make the same requests... More
Statement of Feminist Majority Foundation President Eleanor Smeal on Ferguson, Missouri  Aug 20, 2014 
The Feminist Majority Foundation calls for the appointment of a special prosecutor to conduct a thorough, unbiased investigation into the shooting death of unarmed African-American teenager Michael Brown by Ferguson, Missouri police officer Darren Wilson... More
Suicidal Rape Victim Denied Abortion in Ireland  Aug 18, 2014  A suicidal young woman who became pregnant as a result of rape was refused an abortion in Ireland... More
Ohio TRAP Law Forces Cincinnati Clinic to Shut Down  Aug 22, 2014  More
Low Income Transgender Residents in Oregon to Gain Access to Government Funded Care  Aug 18, 2014  More
Terry O'Neill Was One of Hundreds Arrested Calling for Immigration Reform at White House Rally  Aug 29, 2014 Thursday, nearly 300 people were arrested in front of the White House during a rally calling on President Barack Obama to halt mass deportations... More
Illinois Expands Medicaid Funding for Contraception in Wake of Hobby Lobby Aug 28, 2014  The Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services has announced plans to expand Medicaid funding for contraception, effective  October 1... More
White House Releases New Rules Governing Birth Control Mandate       Aug 27, 2014  The White House released new health insurance rules Friday for nonprofit organizations and for-profit businesses to comply with the Supreme Court's ruling in Burwell v Hobby Lobby earlier this summer... More
Advocates Seek to Block Louisiana TRAP Law in Federal Suit  Aug 25, 2014
Friday, the Center for Reproductive Rights joined a federal lawsuit challenging a Louisiana TRAP (Targeted Regulation of Abortion Providers) law set to take effect September 1... More
Domestic Violence Victims May Now Qualify For Asylum in the US
Aug 29, 2014  More
New California Law Takes Military Sexual Assault Cases Out of the Chain of Command  Aug 28, 2014  More
Senator Boxer Pushes for Sexual Assault Victim Advocates at California Universities  Aug 28, 2014  More
New Report Urges US Military to Allow Transgender Personnel to Serve Openly Aug 28, 2014  More
Study Highlights Disparities in Well-Being for Girls in Southern States
Aug 27, 2014  More
California Legislature Votes to Restrict Sterilization of Prison Inmates
Aug 27, 2014  More
More Investment in Women's Health Needed as Africa's Population Rises Aug 26, 2014  More
California Reverses Decision Allowing Catholic Colleges to Refuse to Cover Abortion  Aug 25, 2014 More
Advocates for Youth, Feminist Majority Foundation, Planned Parenthood Generation Launch  Aug 25, 2014  More
Moral Mondays Movement Expands to Other States for the Moral Week of Action  Aug 25, 2014  More

General Information

The last day to register to vote for the November election is October 14, 2014  (21 days before the election).  If you need to register, you can do it on line here, or in person at any county clerk office.

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

