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April, 2015
April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – vacant
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, April 13th, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2015 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Local Chapter Information:
The Walk and The Talk

A group of students at Drew University in Madison, NJ, known as the Civic Scholars at the Center for Civic Engagement, is sponsoring The Walk and The Talk to raise interest in and awareness of the issue of Rape and Sexual Assault in the United States Armed Forces and to fundraise for the Service Women’s Action Network (SWAN).  The Talk was on Sunday, March 29, 2015.  Deb Huber, President of NOW-NJ, was one of the speakers.  The Walk will be Sunday, April 12, 2015 at 10:00 AM for a distance of about one-half mile starting at the Dorothy Young Center for the Arts.

2015 NOW Annual Conference: Strategy Summit & Bylaws Convention  

Registration is now open for the 2015 NOW Annual Conference!  The 2015 National NOW Conference will be held from June 19-21 in New Orleans, Louisiana at the Hyatt Regency.  Not only will this conference feature amazing speakers, valuable skill building workshops, and plenty of local culture, this Conference will be an opportunity for us to come together and tackle the critical issues on NOW’s agenda and shape the future of women’s rights.  Additionally, this year’s conference will give NOW activists the opportunity to address our bylaws and organizational structure. Register today!
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Stakes Are Huge in High Court ACA Hearing  By Anna Benyo, WeNews commentator.  Here's hoping oral arguments in the Supreme Court in early March wind up persuading justices to preserve ACA tax credits for millions of Americans.  If not, women will lose huge new legal protections and face a return to the discriminatory era of "gender rating."
'Iron Jawed Angels' Was Last Movie to Make Me Cry  By Christina M. Paschyn, WeNews commentator.  After I saw it I finally, truly, intensely understood that first wave feminists had fought for me. This movement had been started for me. Not just for me, of course, but for all women. Go see it if you can.

'Hunting Ground' Blows Lid Off Campus Rape  By Jennifer Merin, WeNews film critic.  This documentary, from the makers of "The Invisible War," opens Feb. 27 and is a must-see. Other openers on that day offer hardcore horror and more on the theme of "women can be kickass, too."
'50 Shades of Grey' Hits a Red-State Sweet Spot  By Caryl Rivers, WeNews commentator.  The Bible Belt's culture of values, like abstinence-only education and marriage inequality, has created a huge market for this film, which celebrates male dominance in the sack and elsewhere.

National Paid Family Leave: 2016 Needs a Champion  By Susan Rose, WeNews commentator.  This Congress won't pass it. But with support building on the ground and lessons learned from local legislation, we're ready as a nation. Now we need a presidential candidate – most likely a woman – who can make paid family leave a priority.

Teen Voices at Women's eNews 2015  By Katina Paron, Managing Editor, Teen Voices.  Teen Voices is the global girl news site of Women's eNews. We publish journalistic pieces and first-person essays, providing mentoring and professional experiences to teens from around the world. 

Women, Girls Take U.N. Center Stage This Week  By Alana Chloe Esposito, WeNews correspondent.  Policy making currents are washing around girls and women at the U.N. now as a major rights proclamation turns 20 and a set of global development goals prepares to re-launch. Here's taking some stock of it all, including a quick sampling of major milestones since 1995.

Int'l Women's Day Marchers in NYC Press for Action  By Hajer Naili, WeNews staff reporter.  "Make it happen," U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon told a cheering crowd. The first lady of New York City, Chirlane McCray, boasted of her husband's pro-women policies and reminded the crowd of the city's feminist history. "International Women's Day started right here in 1908."

Oregon's Rape Survivors Push for a Fresh Reform  By Ann Marie Cunningham, WeNews correspondent.  "Law enforcement and prosecutors did the best they could," says a rape survivor and lobbyist. "The system didn't fail me. The statute of limitations did." She's fighting to extend Oregon's time limit in cases where there is no DNA evidence.

French Official Says Sex Education Falling Short  By Hajer Naili, WeNews staff reporter.  The prevention of pregnancy and STDs are consistently taught. But women's right to choose their own contraception or the idea that access to reproductive rights is a key component of gender equality can get overlooked. The French secretary of women's rights wants to correct that.

She Pays the Bias Price: From Girlhood to Final Years  By WeNews Staff.  This series examines this price of gender bias over a life span, showing clearly that gender stereotyping, violence, wage and employment bias work together to impinge on economic opportunities of U.S. women and girls.
Model With Disabilities New Image for Tomboy Shop  By Maggie Freleng, WeNews correspondent.  "When you are around Danielle the wheelchair is just an object in the room," says Tomboy founder Rachel Grossinger. Media psychologists say this kind of diversity in fashion helps everyone challenge unrealistic beauty standards.

This Women's Movement, Now, Is for Everyone  By Mary S. Hartman, WeNews commentator.  In a first for a State of the Union address, President Obama put a central focus on the role of women in the economy. But his message about needing child care as a national economic priority wasn't just for women. It was for everybody.

Female Billionaires Up; Indian Rapist Blames Victim  By WeNews staff.  More women are making their appearance in the new Forbes list of the world's billionaires. Also this week, in a new documentary on the gang rape and murder of a student in Delhi in 2012, one of rapists blames the attack on his victim and her male companion.


Patricia Arquette (and All U.S. Women) Need ERA Now  By Wendy Murphy-WeNews contributing editor.  Now that Arquette has called out the naked emperor, the question is, who will provide the leadership to harness the groundswell of energy released by her battle cry? This is the moment to push for the ERA.

Patricia Arquette Stirs 'White Feminism' Pushback  By Hajer Naili, WeNews staff reporter.  The Oscar winner's backstage comments about "gays and people of color" are clouding the otherwise sunny response to her wage-gap remarks during her acceptance speech. Despite Hollywood's wage gap and Arquette's personal ties to childhood poverty, some Twitter users reject a highly paid celebrity as...

Teens Seek Refuge from Sex-Shaming Onslaught  By Natalia Young, Teen Voices at Women's eNews.  A victim of sex assault says the trauma was bad. "But it was the shaming I received for months on end after that really got to me." That's all too familiar to Emily Lindin, founder of The UnSlut Project.

Middle School Bullying Triggered My Body Image Issues  By Claire Trainor, Teen Voices at Women's eNews.  "What most people forget about bullying is that it echoes throughout a lifetime," says this young woman who has dealt with an eating disorder and continual self-esteem issues since being teased when she was younger for being fat.

Ravages of Revenge Porn Spur Federal Crime Push  By Elizabeth Zwerling, WeNews correspondent.  In some parts of the country local and state law enforcers will say no crime was committed if an angry ex publicizes nude pictures of you all over the Web. The End Revenge Porn campaign is going up against First Amendment arguments in a bid to change that.

Bike Rally in India Spotlights Scarcity of Women  By Maham Javaid, WeNews correspondent.  India's female shortage, say activists, makes the country more dangerous for women. In an effort to raise awareness of female feticide, 100 bikers drove 50 miles on Sunday.

Triple-Negative Breast Cancer Puts Me in a Minority  By Sheri Bauman, WeNews commentator.  My connection to women of color in getting this disease has reminded me that others who share my diagnosis don't necessarily share my access to care. And, attacks by anti-abortion groups against Planned Parenthood in states like Texas will make that worse.

Parents Can Help Make Eating Disorders Go Away  By Annetta Ramsay, WeNews commentator.  Families seem to be spotting eating disorders sooner than years ago. A danger point is puberty, when young women start being very concerned about their bodies. If they develop body dysmorphic disorder it can be a precursor. Be ready to face some anger.

Malawi Bans Child Marriage; Turkish Student Killed  By WeNews staff.  The Malawian parliament has unanimously voted to outlaw child marriage. Also this week, a female university student in Turkey was murdered after reportedly resisting a sexual assault attempt.
Favorite Woman in History? Teen Shoots the Question  By Rose Shannon, Teen Voices at Women's eNews.  A Teen Voices reporter hit the hallways of her high school in the Florida Panhandle and got answers ranging from Harriet Tubman to Ellen DeGeneres.
MuslimGirl Founder Says Islam Is Feminist  By Hajer Naili, WeNews staff reporter.  Amani al-Khatahtbeh, a veiled, Muslim, feminist, started her own online publication when she was in high school in New Jersey. "The most important thing for the movement," she says, "is to take a step back and empower women to speak for themselves."

History Repeatedly Traps Women; Let's Call It Out  By Patricia E. Grieve, WeNews commentator.  The idea of women's inferiority is baked into our cultural history and still spews out at us from the Greek and Roman empires. We see it in the pressure for physical perfection, the abrogation of Title IX rights. Once we see these roots, we might be able to pull them out.

Wellness Revolution at Spelman Recruits All  By Marsha Walton, WeNews correspondent.  The historically black college for women decided it was time to do something major to redraw its student body's alarming health profile: "We've been greeting incoming freshmen students who were pre-hypertensive, overweight, obese," says its health services director.

We Need Female Visions of World: Try These 5  By Gretchen Busl, WeNews commentator.  For a month celebrating both literacy and women's history, treat yourself to great reading from Lebanon's Hanan al-Shaykh, Nigeria's Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Zimbabwe's Tsitsi Dangarembga, Algeria's Assia Djebar and Iran's Azar Nafisi.

NY OKs Sex Trade Bills; Brown U. Assaults Protested  By WeNews staff.  New York lawmakers voted to pass a package of bills to strengthen protections for victims of human trafficking. Also this week, Brown University students silently marched across campus to protest the college's handling of recent sexual assault allegations.
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.

FMF President Eleanor Smeal Will Be Inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame this Year  Eleanor Smeal, President of the Feminist Majority Foundation, will be inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame this October in Seneca Falls, New York.
New Law Cracks Down on Domestic Abusers in Brazil  Brazil’s President Dilma Rousseff signed a new law in early March creating harsher penalties for the murder of women and girls connected to domestic violence.

Iowa Supreme Court Hears Telemedicine Abortion Case  The Iowa Supreme Court heard oral arguments yesterday contesting a 2013 decision by state regulators to order limitations on the use of telemedicine for women seeking a medical abortion.

International Women’s Day Ushered in Activism and the UN’s Commission on the Status of Women  International Women’s Day this year marked a march for women’s rights attended by thousands of people and the beginning of a two-week long meeting of the UN Commission on the Status of Women.
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

