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December, 2015
Happy Chanukah, Magical Yule/Solstice,

Merry Christmas, Joyous Kwanzaa

Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – vacant
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, December 14th, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  This will be our elections and party meeting!  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2016 schedule of meeting dates is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Local Chapter Information:
Chapter Elections, and Party
Our next chapter meeting, December 14th, will be our elections meeting.  Let us know if you are interested in participating as a chapter officer.  The duties are not onerous, and the satisfaction can be great!  All current officers are willing to share responsibilities or switch positions to accommodate new officers.

This meeting, after elections, will be our annual holiday party.  But this year is special because this meeting will be the last regular chapter meeting that Rich and John will host.  They want to make it a “blow out” party, so do come, even if you don’t regularly attend meetings, and bring your like-minded friends, too.  We will be celebrating over a decade of their hosting and supplying us with dinner!

(If you haven’t heard, Rich and John gave us almost a year’s warning, and the chapter voted several months ago, after considering several alternatives, to move the meetings to Skip and Alan’s home in Somerset starting in January.)

Movie Recommendations:

Our chapter members have recommended the documentary The Hunting Ground, “An exposé of rape crimes on U.S. college campuses, their institutional cover-ups, and the devastating toll they take on students and their families.”  Chapter members also recommend (descriptions from IMDB):

· He Named Me Malala, “A look at the events leading up to the Taliban's attack on Pakistani schoolgirl, Malala Yousafzai, for speaking out on girls' education followed by the aftermath, including her speech to the United Nations.”

· Grandma, “A teenager facing an unplanned pregnancy seeks help from her acerbic grandmother, a woman who is long estranged from her daughter.”

· Suffragette, “The foot soldiers of the early feminist movement, women who were forced underground to pursue a dangerous game of cat and mouse with an increasingly brutal State.”
From Women’s Media Center:
What Lena Dunham’s ‘8 Thoughts On Feminism’ Reveal About The Movement

By Roberta Nin Feliz.  In late October, Vanity Fair published a quirky short video featuring eight of Lena Dunham’s thoughts on feminism. These thoughts included points like why calling out a women for being “un-feminist” is itself a choice at odds with feminist principles and why she does not feel inclined to judge the Kardashian family. The video was clearly meant to be funny and playful, but many of Dunham’s thoughts point to broader truths and issues within the movement.  Click here to read the full article.

From National NOW:

Will the Supreme Court Repeal the Clinic Shutdown Law? Or Will They Repeal Roe v. Wade?
Statement of Terry O’Neill

Statement by NOW President Terry O’Neill on the Shootings in Colorado Springs, CO
News and discussion from womensenews.org:

Join Women's eNews for a special holiday breakfast:

My Passion; My Philanthropy
Women and Giving & Giving Women
Hear the latest trends in giving to women's organizations, and meet Philanthropic Leaders Who Make it Happen.  Friday, December 4, 2015

9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Arthur L. Carter Journalism Institute
20 Cooper Square, 7th Floor, 
New York City, NY 10003

For more information, click here.
'Miss You Already' Opens Nov. 6; Don't Miss It  By Jennifer Merin, WeNews film critic.  This must-see movie offers an impressively authentic feminist representation of the ways in which women can bond, support and respect each other. By contrast, the unappealing spectacle of female bullying is worth skipping in "The Outskirts."
Girl Describes Life After Taliban Attack of Kunduz  By Afghan Women's Writing Project, AWWP commentator.  Aida is 14 years old and her world has been irreparably damaged by the Taliban's brief takeover of nearby Kunduz in her home country of Afghanistan.
Threats of Violence, Online and Off, Spread Troubling Silence  By Jayme Dale Mallindine and Heather Hindman, WeNews commentators.  Organizers of South by Southwest balked at threats against discussions of sexual harassment and diversity in the gaming community. Now there's a separate program for that. How does that reflect on the main show that goes on without them?
'Fire Starters' in Women's Philanthropy Focus on Regeneration  By Mary C. Curtis, WeNews correspondent.  "None of us have put our brushes down," a pioneering donor told a recent gathering "You paint until you can't." Now she is energized by "bringing younger and younger women into philanthropy."
Four Steps to Breaking the Chains of Domestic Violence  By Maya Raghu, WeNews commentator.  Beyond the clear threat of physical danger, domestic violence keeps tens of thousands--if not millions--of women and families living in poverty. The problem is well understood. What we need is help from lawmakers and employers.
'Sex Signals' Turns Campus Laughter on Rape Culture  By Elizabeth Zwerling, WeNews correspondent.  In this rape-bystander training, audience members become part of the sketch. When they hesitate to speak up in the auditorium, for instance, they help dramatize real world complicity with sexual harassment or assault.
'Mustang' Points Camera on 5 Sisters in Rural Turkey  By Jennifer Merin, WeNews film critic.  This beautiful, socially relevant film simply must be seen. I'm also recommending "Carol," a love story between two women that may be the vehicle that drives stars Cate Blanchett and Rooney Mara to the Oscars, also opening Nov. 20.
Top 10 Feminist Tumblrs for Teens
By Roberta Nin Feliz, Teen Voices at Women's eNews.  Not sure where to look on Tumblr for a feminist community that speaks to you? Here's one teen's top 10 Tumblr blogs.

My Friend Crush on Emma Goldman
By Rising Voices Fellowship, Teen Voices partner commentator.  What if teen writer Noam Green could be friends with famed anarchist Emma Goldman? Their "bond would be enhanced by our shared principles, ones that I'd argue and she'd vehemently deny sprout from the Jewish historical experience," Green writes as part of her Rising Voices Fellowship through the...

I Diagnose Postpartum Depression, But Not on TV  By Dr. Crystal T. Clark, WeNews commentator.  On a recent episode of the TV show "Nashville" I was rooting for the fictional character Juliette Barnes' recovery from postpartum depression. But I'm also hoping we can expand awareness of this serious disorder in real life.
Women Over 75 and Mammograms: Data Sorely Lacking  By Dr. Anees Chagpar, WeNews commentator.  As a physician, I think about the emotional, physical and financial costs of all of the tests patients undergo. I have concluded there is no "one size fits all" approach, particularly among older women.
Girls and Justice in New York  By Katina Paron-Editor, Teen Voices.  At 17, Anjelique was put in jail with adults, making her 36 times more likely to commit suicide than those in juvenile facilities. At 16, Star was part of an alternative to incarceration program in the Bronx called Youth Advocates Program. Fourteen-year-old Janiah only tells close friends...
Director of 'India's Daughter' Nixes More Filmmaking  By Ramaa Reddy Raghavan, WeNews correspondent.  "I'm a human rights activist now," Leslee Udwin says. Her film, still banned in India, was aired on PBS on Nov. 16. The government has made its own, official film about the notorious and vicious rape, which she shrugs off as reassuring propaganda.
Indigenous Designers Fuel Fashion Without Appropriation  By Kelly Malone, WeNews correspondent.  This aboriginal collective in Saskatchewan, Canada, is ready to advise shoppers about avoiding cultural appropriation faux pas. Many are single mothers and they'd also like your business. "We want to share our culture but we also want to make money."
Video: California Program Helps Female Veterans  By Léa Bouchoucha, WeNews correspondent.  Run by Volunteers of America in Sacramento, this initiative joins a larger national effort helping vets find jobs and housing, decreasing some of the larger risks that these women face.
Ugandan Girls Dying from Unsafe Abortions  By WIL-Uganda, Teen Voices partner commentator.  Nearly a quarter of the maternal deaths in Uganda are caused by unsafe abortions, in contrast with 13 percent globally, according to the Africa Regional Sexuality Resource Centre. Teen writer Rebecca Tulibasika doesn't want to go to anymore funerals caused by this practice.
Kentucky's New Lieutenant Gov. Rattles a Political Barrier  By Kimberly Jane Tan, WeNews correspondent.  After winning her race against two other women also running for lieutenant governor, Kentucky's Jenean Hampton shows how much more friendly this backup post can be for women. But once elected, what do they do? And is the post a stepping-stone?
Muslim Women in France Say Outreach Desperately Needed  By Léa Bouchoucha, WeNews correspondent.  "It is catastrophic," says one Muslim women's leader, referring to the Nov. 13 attacks. "If we do not act on the causes of why they committed such horrors, we are not going to find the tools to stop them and to offer other alternatives."
In Congo, Women Seek Justice for Rape in Mobile Courts  By Tricia Taormina, WeNews correspondent.  Julienne Lusenge, a leading Congolese rights activist, says rape victims are dismayed by the International Criminal Court and call it an asylum for war criminals. Recently, she spoke about the local search for justice.
For every hate tweet this woman receives, she'll donate $1 to charity
By Steven Davy, PRI's The World correspondent.  There's a lot of hate online. A prominent Muslim woman in Australia can tell you about that.
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

First Woman Elected President of Nepal
Last week, Nepal's parliament elected Bidhya Devi Bhandari the country's first woman president.

Protecting NYC Restaurant Workers from Sexual Harassment  Futures Without Violence, a nonprofit working to end violence against women and children around the world, has launched an innovative project that aims to prevent sexual harassment of restaurant workers.

Teen Births In Colorado Dip 48 Percent Thanks To LARCs  Just five years since Colorado introduced an innovative family planning initiative providing little to no-cost long-acting reversible contraceptives (LARCs) to low-income women in 68 clinics, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment announced a 48 percent decline in teen births and abortions statewide.
Supreme Court Agrees To Hear Case on Texas Anti-Abortion Law  The Supreme Court announced that it will review an anti-abortion Texas law that threatens to close more than 75 percent of abortion clinics in the state and deny millions of women access to safe, legal abortion
Feminist Scholars Convene in Milwaukee For Annual National Women’s Studies Conference  As many as 1,800 feminist scholars from around the country met in Milwaukee for the National Women's Studies Association's (NWSA) annual conference. Ms. in the Classroom, a college curriculum based on Ms. magazine, introduced two innovative new digital readers.
Taliban Stones to Death 19 Year Old Afghan Woman  Recently, a 19 year old Afghan woman was stoned to death after she was accused of adultery.

Minimum, Wage Workers Fight for $15 in Cities Across America  Low, Wage workers around the country – the majority of whom are women – gathered to strike for $15 an hour.
Federal Appeals Court Upholds Injunction Against Obama’s Executive Action on Immigration  In a blow to President Obama’s immigration reform efforts, the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals upheld an injunction barring the Administration from moving forward with a series of executive orders that would protect nearly 5 million people from deportation.
Jindal Appeals Federal Court Ruling That Saved Medicaid Funding for Planned Parenthood  Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal's administration filed an appeal notice at the 5th Circuit Court of Appeal in New Orleans after a federal judge ordered his administration to cease efforts to strip Medicaid funding to Planned Parenthood in the state.
Protests Force U of MO President Out  University of Missouri President Tim Wolfe has resigned amid escalating protests and calls for him to step down after failing to address the issue of racism and racial intolerance on campus.
Washington State Clears Planned Parenthood of Wrongdoing  A Washington state investigation into Planned Parenthood has found "no evidence" of wrongdoing on the part of the women's reproductive healthcare provider following allegations the organization was selling or profiting from fetal tissue donations.
Ohio State House Votes to Cut Funding to Planned Parenthood  The Ohio state House yesterday voted to defund Planned Parenthood in the state, only weeks after the state Senate passed a similar bill. Legislators must now decide which bill to advance.
Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the page, floating over the pictures is a button that says, “subscribe.”  Click on it and fill out the short form.  It’s easy!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information. 
Our friends in the Gay Activist Alliance of Morris County (GAAMC) publish a monthly newsletter with interesting articles, opinions, and event announcements.  You can read it here: http://issuu.com/gaamc.


