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February, 2015
February is Black History Month
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – vacant
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, February 9th, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2015 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Information:
Join Us in Viewing The Movie “Vessel” on February 9th
At our February 9th chapter meeting we will be showing the 90-minute documentary, film "Vessel", which is about the work of a group called Women on Waves (WOW).  WOW has a ship that they sail to international waters outside of countries where abortion is illegal, and with a doctor on board, they dispense “abortion pills” to women who need them.  The trailer is available here.
2015 Annual Conference: Strategy Summit & Bylaws Convention  Have you heard the news?  You can now register for the 2015 NOW Annual Conference!  The 2015 National NOW Conference will be held from June 19-21 in New Orleans, Louisiana at the Hyatt Regency.  Not only will this conference feature amazing speakers, valuable skill building workshops, and plenty of local culture, this Conference will be an opportunity for us to come together and tackle the critical issues on NOW’s agenda and shape the future of women’s rights.  Additionally, this year’s conference will give NOW activists the opportunity to address our bylaws and organizational structure. Register today!
CWGL Job Opening

The Center for Women’s Global Leadership (CWGL) is restructuring, creating the position of Executive Director, who will be responsible for the day-to-day management of operations, staff and consultants, fundraising and programmatic reporting as well as work with the Faculty Director for strategic direction and program development and implementation.  The direct link to the job posting is here.
Feminist Jobs (feminist.org)

The Feminist Majority Foundation has started a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.

Other Job Openings
There is an opening for a Class A Delivery Driver at Martin Brower.  Apply on line at mbhires.com or by phone at 1-877-MB HIRES or by clicking on this link.

From Ms. Magazine Blog:
White, Male by Michele Kort, Jan 15, 2015.

The 2015 Oscar nominations, announced this morning, loudly echo Martha Lauzen’s most recent report on the “celluloid ceiling” for women in Hollywood.  What Lauzen said about her findings can equally be said of today’s nominees:  “[They] drive home the point that men continue to construct the vast majority of the visual and aural worlds featured in U.S. films.”
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
5 Speaking Habits That Weaken Women's Leadership  By Judith Humphrey (WeNews guest author)  These common patterns of talking make us sound unsure of ourselves and can stand in the way of being seen as confident leaders, says Judith Humphrey in this excerpt from the book "Taking the Stage."
Native Women Score Wins over Demeaning Images  By Kristi Eaton (WeNews correspondent)  "I have nieces and nephews that play sports," says Johnnie Jae, who helps lead social media efforts via the Twitter hashtag #NotYourMascot.  "They shouldn't have to contend with Native mascots or see rival teams and fans mocking who they are as indigenous people."
Simple Language Helps Catch a Killer: Preeclampsia  By Dr. Whitney You (WeNews commentator)  It's a leading cause of maternal morbidity and mortality worldwide and my research indicates women often can't identify or describe the condition even if they have it.  We've developed a low-literacy, low-cost information tool to help.
21 Leaders 2015: Seven Who Give Life to Movements  (By WeNews Staff)  Profiles of seven leaders dedicated to improving lives of women and girls: Jyothi Gaddam Pulla, Sally Roesch Wagner, Dr. Rochelle G. Saidel, Susan Scanlan, Marcy Syms, Debbie Walsh, Lizz Winstead.
21 Leaders 2015: Seven Who Transform Cultures  (By WeNews Staff)  Profiles of seven leaders dedicated to improving lives of women and girls: Julie Enszer, Mary Fisher, Preston McMurry, Jr., Geeta Mehta, Kathy Miller, Graciela de Oto, Ai-jen Poo.
In High School, Feminists Tackle Outsider Status  By Angela Roberts (Teen Voices at Women's eNews)  "All of these people agreed that women should have equal rights to men, but they weren't willing to identify themselves as a part of that movement," says the editor in chief of a school paper that found students to be warmer to the idea of gender equality than to feminism.
Ultraviolet:  No Justice This Week in Steubenville  By Hajer Naili (WeNews Staff Reporter)  The prosecution of a school administrator at the center of a notorious rape case settled out of court on Monday.  An anti-rape-activist considers the deal excessively lenient and worries about what it means for a related prosecution of another school official.
National Initiative Tackles Rising U.S. Maternal Deaths  By Robin Hindery (WeNews correspondent)  It starts with a focus on such preventable killers as obstetric hemorrhage, preeclampsia and blood clot embolisms.  "The goal is that every hospital in the country should implement maternity safety bundles; a standard set of best practices," says a doctor leading the effort.
Win in Harvard Case Will Ripple Across Campuses  By Wendy Murphy (WeNews contributing editor)  Women: 1; Harvard: 0. An unprecedented Title IX case against Harvard Law School was resolved in December.  The federal complaint filed in 2010 against the nation's most powerful university sparked an extraordinary national movement against campus sexual assault, and its impact will be huge.
GOP Congress Threatens Overseas Family Planning  By Sharon Johnson (WeNews senior correspondent)  Rep. Chris Smith, a New Jersey Republican, is expected to propose legislation that would permanently impose the Mexico City Policy, which has been a political flashpoint for three decades.  United Nations health programs are a target too.
Girl Talk at This Camp Personalizes the Headlines  By Hannah Posner (Teen Voices at Women's eNews)  Campers from Pakistan, Afghanistan and India didn't open up at first.  But after they heard me voicing my own complaints they realized I wasn't going to look down at them or depict the U.S. as a perfect place for girls and women.  That's when the sharing began.
Transgender Becomes Mayor; Anti-Choice Laws Rise  By WeNews staff  A transgender Dalit in central India has become the country's first transgender to be elected mayor.
I Liked My Epidural, Before I Read this Report  By Allison Stevens (WeNews correspondent)  Many women in labor, including me, welcome pain relief.  But a new report shows how epidurals and other medical interventions in childbirth disrupt biological processes that have evolved over the millennia to support maternal and infant health.
Thanks to You Both: Senator Boxer and Anita Hill  By Susan Rose (WeNews commentator)  Barbara Boxer's retirement news took me back to 1992 when we were running a grassroots campaign to get her elected to the U.S. Senate. It was tough going.  Then came Anita Hill's testimony against Clarence Thomas.
Let's Stop Calling Bill Cosby's Victims 'Accusers'  By Jackson Katz (WeNews 21 Leader commentator)  More than two dozen women so far have alleged sexual misconduct against the iconic comedian.  When journalists and bloggers call these victims "accusers" it perpetuates a culture of victim blaming.
Bangladesh 'Golden Girls' Guard Maternal Safety  By Swapna Majumdar (WeNews correspondent)  In Bangladesh only 27 percent of pregnant women have access to highly trained birth attendants.  These teen volunteers are trained to meet pregnant women in their communities and connect them to the most basic medical resources and information.
Femen's Tactics Send Mixed Feminist Messages  By Valerie Sperling (WeNews guest author)  The Ukrainian women's group troubles some feminist activists because of their self-objectification of the female body and the fairly uniform appearance of the group, says Valerie Sperling in this excerpt from her book "Sex, Politics, and Putin: Political Legitimacy in Russia."
Obama Urges Paid Leave; Oscars Lack Diversity  By WeNews staff  President Obama is calling on Congress to require companies to give workers up to seven days of paid sick leave a year. Also, the nominations for the Academy Awards this year have been criticized for their lack of diversity.
More Female Officers Defuse Violent Policing Style  By Hajer Naili (WeNews correspondent)  Women on a police force are less likely than male coworkers to use excessive and deadly force, studies show, relying more on interpersonal skills.  If policymakers knew the data, says one advocate, they'd "go on a hiring spree and hire more women."
Source: Veiled Women Targeted in Post-Hebdo France  By Hajer Naili (WeNews staff reporter)  A spokeswoman for the Paris-based Collective Against Islamophobia says the group has registered at least seven physical attacks against veiled women.  One of the victims, she says, is still hospitalized after suffering severe injuries.
White House to Veto HR7; IS Targets Educated Women  By WeNews staff  The White House has threatened to veto an abortion bill passed by the House of Representatives on Jan. 22. Also this week, the U.N. decried numerous executions of civilians in Iraq by the Islamic State group, warning that educated women appeared to be especially at risk. 
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Feminists Fight Back Against Slew of Abortion Restrictions in Tennessee  When the Tennessee General Assembly reconvenes later in January, they’ll be greeted by feminist activists who oppose their lawmakers’ proposed attacks on reproductive rights.

Ontario to Include Consent in Updated Sex Education Curriculum  Thanks to a request from Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne, the Canadian province will now include teaching consent in its sex education curriculum.
Trans People Can No Longer Obtain Driver’s Licenses in Russia  Russia has banned transgender people as well as “those who suffer from disorders of sexual preference” from obtaining driver’s licenses.
Activists are Helping Texas Women Cross State Lines for Abortion Care  With Texas on the verge of shutting down all but 8 of the state’s abortion clinics, activists are taking up a new method to increase access to clinics:  bringing women across state lines.

House Republicans Push National 20-Week Abortion Ban on First Day Back in Congress  When the 114th Congress came together for their first session, two legislators in the House of Representatives re-introduced a nationwide 20-week abortion ban.

Clinically Dead Pregnant Irish Woman Taken Off Life Support  A clinically dead pregnant woman in Ireland was taken off life support in December after a Dublin court ruled that the fetus would not survive long enough to be born.

Confirmation of Obama Judges Hits High Mark, Most Diverse in History
After six years of his presidency, more of President Obama’s judicial appointments have been confirmed by the Senate than for either Presidents Clinton or George W. Bush in their first six years.

Washington, DC Breaks Barriers for Women  Our nation’s capital is making feminist history, becoming the only city in the US where the mayor, chief of police, and school chancellor are all women.
Transgender Woman Elected Mayor in India  Raigarh, a city of 300,000 in the state of Chhattisgarh, India, has become the first city in India to elect a transgender mayor.

Avalanche of Right-Wing Legislation Expected in Republican States  The 24 states where Republicans now hold total control are planning a “juggernaut of conservative legislation” that could especially impact women’s access to reproductive health, according to the Washington Post.
Feminists Mobilize Nationwide for Abortion Rights on Roe v. Wade’s Anniversary  In our nation’s capital, activists are fighting against the 20-week abortion ban, which was voted on in the House on January 22, the anniversary of Roe v Wade.

Kansas Lawmaker Plans to Introduce 14-Week Abortion Ban in State Legislature  Kansas Republican Senator Garrett Love plans to introduce a bill that would effectively ban abortions after 14 weeks’ gestation.

Senator Introduces Four Extreme Bills Attacking Reproductive Rights  Right-wing Senator David Vitter (R-LA), who has announced that he plans to run for governor this year, introduced four bills in the Senate that represent his extreme anti-abortion and anti-reproductive health stance.
Two Fraternities Refuse to Comply With UVA’s New Anti-Sexual Assault Regulations  Two fraternities at the University of Virginia have declined to sign on to new fraternity regulations put in place after a sexual assault scandal shook the campus.

In Major Win for Women, President Obama Pushes for Paid Sick Leave  President Obama announced his intention to sign a Presidential Memorandum “directing agencies to advance up to six weeks of paid sick leave for parents with a new child,” and to grant up to seven paid sick days to federal workers.
Catholic Cardinal Blames Radical Feminists for Pedophilia  The former archbishop of St. Louis, who was the highest-ranking American Cardinal during Pope Benedict’s tenure, has come out blaming the problems of the modern church on men who are “feminized” and on “radical feminism” that pushes men away.

Three Women Were Nominated for Cabinet Posts in Afghanistan’s Unity Government  Finally, after a four months wait, Afghan President Ashraf Ghani and Chief Executive Officer Abdullah Abdullah announced 25 nominees for the Afghan cabinet yesterday, three of whom are women.
The 2015 Golden Globe Awards Were Full of Feminist Moments  The Golden Globe Awards had plenty of feminist moments – from Masters of Ceremony Tina Fey and Amy Poehler to recognizing the show “Transparent.”
House Cancels Abortion Ban After GOP Congresswomen Drop Support  Instead, the House Republican leaders made a late-night maneuver to replace it with a vote on H.R. 7, an abortion coverage bill that would prevent women from spending their own money to purchase health insurance that covers abortion care on the Affordable Care Act insurance exchanges. [Note: the picture accompanying this article shows women holding a “Trust Women” banner, a reminder of murdered Dr. Tiller’s favorite motto.]
#HeForShe Campaign Launches Pilot Effort Aimed at Institutional Equality  The United Nations’ gender equality campaign #HeForShe has launched a new program called IMPACT 10X10X10.

BREAKING: House to Vote on Abortion Coverage Ban  After they were forced to scrap plans for a 20-week abortion ban, House Republican leaders decided instead to ram through a vote today on a different extreme anti-abortion bill.

This Year’s State of the Union Had a Historic Emphasis on Women  President Obama’s 2015 State of the Union address placed an unprecedented emphasis on the central role women play in the economy, with more focus on social policy for women than in any State of the Union address in history.
Activists Petition Tennessee General Assembly to Protect Access to Reproductive Health  Feminists across the nation are speaking up to save reproductive health access in Tennessee.

Louisiana Activists Fight Proposed Restrictions on Abortion Providers  Louisiana abortion rights activists are fighting restrictions on abortion providers proposed last December by the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals (DHH).
Anti-Choice Extremists Target Abortion Clinic Director in Kansas  Anti-abortion extremists have taken to protesting outside the home of Julie Burkhart, the CEO and founder of the Trust Women Foundation and the Executive Director of the South Wind Women’s Center.
New UK Guidelines Would Put the Onus on Rape Suspects, Not Victims, in Sexual Violence Cases  If the new guidelines are utilized, rape suspects will be required to offer hard proof that consent was given “with full capacity and freedom to do so.”

Protestors Demand Justice After Denver Police Fatally Shoot Queer Latina Teen  On Monday morning, a 16-year-old lesbian Latina named Jessie Hernandez was shot and killed by Denver police.  Now, her friends and family are uniting with communities of color and LGBT activists to demand justice.

Senator Boxer Urges President to Continue Support for UN Population Fund  Earlier this week, Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA) along with 21 of her Senate colleagues sent a letter to President Obama calling on him to maintain support for the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).

Former Vanderbilt Football Players Found Guilty in Campus Sexual Assault Case  Two former students of Vanderbilt University have been found guilty of four counts of aggravated rape, one count of attempted aggravated rape, two counts of aggravated sexual battery, and one count of tampering with evidence and unlawful photography by a jury in Nashville yesterday.
Mormon Church Moves To Protect Gay Rights  In a rare news conference today, leaders of the Mormon Church said the Church is promising to support housing and job protections for the LGBT community in exchange for legal protections for believers who object to others’ behavior.
Marissa Alexander Was Released from Prison  Alexander, a survivor of domestic violence, was charged with three counts of assault with a deadly weapon, despite the fact that no one was hurt.

Egyptian Court Sentences Doctor In Female Genital Mutilation Case  An Egyptian appeals court convicted and sentenced a doctor today for performing female genital mutilation (FGM) that led to a 13-year-old girl’s death.  This is the first time a doctor has been convicted in Egypt of this crime.
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

