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42nd Anniversary of Roe v. Wade, January 22, 2015

Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – vacant
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
There will be no chapter meeting in January.  Our next meeting will be Monday, Feb. 9th, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2015 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Information:
Chapter Elections

Elections for 2015 chapter officers were held during a brief hiatus in the chapter holiday party.  All 2014 officers were reelected for 2015.

NOW Issues Press Statements
NOW’s national office has issued press statements on a number of violence-related news stories recently.  You can find them at the following links:
Eric Gardner
Marissa Alexander's Plea Deal
Failure to indict Darren Wilson
Michael Brown
Feminist Holiday Decorations

Below is a picture of our chapter vice president’s holiday tree.  Note the NOW button that Mary put on the very top!
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Job Openings
There are two openings for a CDL-A Driver at Martin Brower.  Apply on line at mbhires.com or by phone at 1-877-MB HIRES or by clicking on this link for the first opening or this link.  A third opening, this one for a CDL-B Driver, can be seen at this link.

News and discussion from womensenews.org:
GoldieBlox Builds STEM Interest in Pink Toy Aisle  By Coryn Julien,.WeNews correspondent.  Monster dolls and e-toys are increasingly taking over kids' holiday wish lists. But Barbie also has to reckon with a new line of toys that tempts girls with STEM instead of fashion and pink Corvettes and dream houses.
7 Strategies for Stepping Up Our Political Women  By Rebecca Sive, WeNews commentator.  Forget the downbeat aftermath of the midterms. Today's climate is ideal for expanding women's leadership. America's millennial women will soon be among the largest political leadership blocs and we should engage them now.
UN Pushes to End Violence; FDA Issues Cancer Alert  By WeNews Staff.  The UN kicked off a campaign to empower and protect women from violence for the International Day for Eliminating Violence against Women. Also this week, women's advocacy groups and labor unions joined national outcry over events in Ferguson.
I Made Music in Iran, Defying Laws 
By Tooka Zokaie, WeNews commentator.  When I went to Iran this summer, almost everything I participated in related to music was illegal. I played piano to male audiences, participated in underground concerts and danced without my headscarf to Persian pop music.
Military Recruitment Needs Sex Assault Warning  By Paula J. Caplan, WeNews correspondent. How many women would take the job if they knew they faced a 1-in-3 chance of sexual assault and a high probability of retaliation for reporting it? As a recent Pentagon survey confirms, changes in our system of military justice are long overdue.
Video: Why I Lived as a Boy in Afghanistan  By Léa Bouchoucha, WeNews correspondent.  While in New York recently, Faheema reflected on what drew her to the longstanding but little-documented practice in Afghanistan of "bacha posh," a Farsi expression meaning "dress up as boys."
France's Birth Control Pill Use Plummets Post Scare  By Juhie Bhatia.  In a country where the pill has long dominated, women are now turning to other options, including less reliable "natural" methods. At the same time, abortion rates may have gone up last year, partly due to the pill controversy. Story reported with Hajer Naili.
Tsunamika, a Doll of the Tsunami, Turning 10  By Deepa Kandaswamy, WeNews correspondent.  The story of these dolls starts on Dec. 26, 2004, when the Indian Ocean tsunami hit and devastated the lives of hundreds of thousands of people across several countries in Asia. The doll comes from a unique recovery effort in Pondicherry, one of the worst hit states in India.
France Pushes Abortion Rights Beyond Its Borders  By Juhie Bhatia and Hajer Naili, WeNews managing editor and staff reporter.  Last month, a French delegation went to Geneva with the European Women's Lobby to push an abortion-related resolution at the upcoming Beijing+20 Summit. With this and other efforts France is developing a profile as a European leader on abortion rights.
Tweet by Tweet, Our Reporters Track #EUReproRights  By WeNews staff.  Our multimedia series, "Backlash in Europe: Women's Reproductive Rights Threatened," will begin this coming week. Join the conversation on reproductive health issues in Spain and France on Twitter #EUReproRights.
Malala Speech Captivates;  In India, Rape by Uber Driver  By WeNews Staff.  Speaking on the importance of global access to education, Malala Yousafzai's Nobel Peace Prize speech awed audiences. Also this week, a woman in India was raped by an Uber taxi driver, sparking calls for driver background checks.
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Virginia Board of Health Votes to Amend Regulations Closing the State's Clinics In a victory for Virginia women, the Virginia Board of Health yesterday voted 13-2 to amend politically motivated, medically unnecessary TRAP regulations which have already caused women’s clinics in the state to close and threatened to shutter several more...

Chicago Raises Minimum Wage But Could Face Opposition From State  The Chicago City Council on December 2 overwhelmingly passed a bill increasing the state's minimum wage to $13 an hour by mid-2019, but that decision could come under fire at the state level...
World Health Organization Calls For an End to Virginity Tests  A recently released handbook by the World Health Organization (WHO) states "virginity tests" – a "two-finger test" used to determine whether or not a woman has had sex or has been sexually assaulted – has no scientific basis and should never be used...

Supreme Court Hears Pregnancy Discrimination Case While Advocates Rally Outside  The US Supreme Court heard arguments in the Young v. United Parcel Service case this morning...

Protests of the Ferguson Grand Jury Decision Continued Across the Country Over the Holiday Weekend  December 1 marks a full week of national pop-up demonstrations protesting the Ferguson grand jury's decision not to indict Darren Wilson, the officer responsible for the shooting death of unarmed teenager Michael Brown...

On World AIDS Day, UN Women Call for Fast-Tracking Gender Equality to Stem Epidemic  As the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) released its new report for World AIDS Day calling on the world to take a "fast-track approach" over the next five years to end the world AIDS epidemic by 2030, UN Women Executive Director Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka reminded the international community that to end AIDS, we must first work to eradicate gender inequality...

Immigrant Rights Are A Feminist Issue: What President Obama's Immigration Announcement Means For Me
Fast Food Strikes in Almost 200 Cities Launched December 4
Protests Begin After Grand Jury Fails to Indict Police Officer in Choking Death of Eric Garner
5 Reasons Feminists Should Join the Fight in Ferguson
Supreme Court to Decide if Online Domestic Violence Threats are Protected Speech
The NFL Has Officially Reinstated Ray Rice
On World AIDS Day, UN Women Call for Fast-Tracking Gender Equality to Stem Epidemic
Federal Judge Strikes Down Indiana's TRAP Law Saving Lafayette's Last Clinic December 10 an Indiana federal judge found a 2013 state TRAP (Targeted Regulation of Abortion Providers) law unconstitutional...

Michigan House Passes "License to Discriminate" Bill  The first week of December the Michigan House voted to pass a bill that gives service providers the right to deny service to anyone who does not adhere to their religious beliefs. Speaker Jase Bolger's proposed bill, cynically promoted as protecting religious freedom, passed through the House with a vote of 59-50 along party lines...

Pentagon Report Shows Continued Scourge of Military Sexual Assault The Pentagon released new data the first week of December on sexual assault in the military, showing a continued need for reform of the military justice system to help combat an epidemic that has gone virtually unabated over the past year...

Senate Blocks Military Justice Improvement Act
Scripps College Will Now Officially Admit Transgender Women
Activists Call on the President to Stand with Survivors of Rape in War
The Employment Rate for Women Just Surpassed its Previous Peak in 2013
Woman on Life Support Revives Ireland's Abortion Debate  Debate surrounding Ireland's ban on abortion has come up again following a current case involving a woman who is being kept on life support because she is pregnant…
DC City Council Unanimously Approves Reproductive Health Anti-Discrimination Bill  December 17 the Washington, DC City Council unanimously passed a bill that will prohibit employer interference in the reproductive health decisions of their employees...

New Jersey Is Inching Closer to Mandatory Paid Sick Leave Statewide  The Assembly Budget Committee of the New Jersey state legislature approved a paid sick leave bill on December 15 by a 6-4 vote. If the bill is passed, New Jersey workers will earn one hour of paid sick leave for every 30 hours worked...

Federal Lawsuit Challenges the Wisconsin Law That's Putting Pregnant Women in Prison  A federal civil rights lawsuit is being filed on behalf of a Wisconsin woman who was jailed after allegedly using methamphetamines while 14 weeks pregnant...

Ohio House Rejects Six Week Abortion Ban  An Ohio bill that would have banned abortions as early as six weeks failed to pass in the Republican-controlled Ohio House on December 10. House Bill 248, a direct affront to Roe v Wade...

Obama's Judicial Appointments Most Diverse in History  Congress came to a close on the night of December 16 with the Senate confirmation of 12 new federal judges and 12 executive appointments – including Vivek Murthy as Surgeon General, Sarah Saldaña as head of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, and Tony Blinken as deputy Secretary of State...

American Apparel Hired Its First-Ever Woman Chief Executive to Replace Dov Charney
Personhood Groups Plan to Launch County and Municipal Measures to Restrict Abortion Access
Thousands Marched for Justice in Washington, DC in the Wake of Fatal Police Violence
Supreme Court Declines to Review Decision Blocking Arizona's Anti-Abortion Law
Senate Maneuvering Allows for Confirmation of Obama Nominees
The Spending Bill Lifted the Abortion Ban for Peace Corps Volunteers
BLOG:  Stand With Us: Tell UVA To Improve Their Sexual Assault Policy Before December 20
BLOG:  Who Should Investigate Sexual Assault: Cops or Colleges?
New FMF Study Finds Nationwide Spike In Public Single-Sex K-12 Education  Deliberate sex segregation is on the rise in public K-12 classrooms across the country, despite evidence that it is often illegal and educationally unsound…
McDonald's Responsible for 86 Cases of Misconduct Against Workers  The National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) ruled December 19 that the McDonald’s corporation is responsible for several dozen complaints of retaliatory conduct against workers fighting for job improvements...

President Obama Calls Only On Women During 2014's Last Press Conference  In case you missed it, President Obama on December 19 held his last press conference of 2014 – and when it was time for questions, he only called on women...

Boko Haram Kidnapped 172 More Women and Children, Officials Report  According to local officials and residents, Boko Haram insurgents kidnapped at least 172 women and children and killed 35 people the week of December 15...
Fate of 15-Foot Buffer Zone On Hold In Pittsburgh
Incremental Gains For Women In Congress
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!

Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

