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	Justice Anthony Kennedy concluded his landmark marriage equality opinion with these words:

No union is more profound than marriage, for it embodies the highest ideals of love, fidelity, devotion, sacrifice and family.  In forming a marital union, two people become something greater than once they were.  As some of the petitioners in these cases demonstrate, marriage embodies a love that may endure even past death.  It would misunderstand these men and women to say they disrespect the idea of marriage.  Their plea is that they do respect it, respect it so deeply that they seek to find its fulfillment for themselves.  Their hope is not to be condemned to live in loneliness, excluded from one of civilization's oldest institutions.  They ask for equal dignity in the eyes of the law. The Constitution grants them that right.

The judgment of the Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit is reversed.

It is so ordered.
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Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, July 13th, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2015 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Local Chapter Information:
Love Triumphs Over Bigotry
Statement of NOW President Terry O’Neill on Supreme Court’s recognition of same-sex marriage equality

Today the U.S. Supreme Court made history, recognizing in Obergefell v. Hodges the constitutional right of same-sex couples to marry.  NOW chapters and activists who have worked tirelessly for years to achieve this amazing milestone are celebrating with their allies in the LGBTQIA community.  It is a great day when freedom, equality, inclusion — and above all, love — triumph over bigotry.  Even as we celebrate, we know that much remains to be done to guarantee full civil and human rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex and asexual individuals.  NOW’s hundreds of chapters and hundreds of thousands of activists and supporters around the country will continue to work to end violence and discrimination against LGBTQIA people in employment, housing and public accommodations.
Happy Anniversary NOW

June 30, 2015 is the 49th anniversary of NOW’s founding.  As the Huffington Post wrote, “At the Third National Conference of Commissions on the Status of Women on June 30, 1966, 28 women banded together with a vow to represent women's rights and interests in governmental matters.” The whole article is here: 8 Things Women Have Successfully Fought For Since NOW Was Founded
2015 NOW National Conference
Chapter president Skip Drumm and secretary Alan Gross attended the NOW National Conference in June, which was dedicated to updating NOW’s bylaws to prepare us for the next 50 years.  The revised bylaws will be on the now.org within 30 days.  Meanwhile, the following are major changes:
· The statement of purpose was updated.

· The delegate system was abolished, so all members who have been members for at least 90 days will be able to vote at a National Conference.

· The 9 Regions have been abolished in favor of 6 Electoral Districts whose only function will be to elect 3 National Board members from each District.  Districts most likely will hold their elections at National Conferences.
· There will be two elected National officers, a president and a vice president, with the provision that the Board may add additional officers before officer elections get underway, as funding and need arises.

2016 NOW National Conference

Next year’s National Conference will be a big event!  We will be celebrating NOW’s 50th anniversary.  And it will be a presidential election year.  (NOW PAC has already endorsed Hillary Clinton for President.)  And the conference will be in the DC area.  Therefore, our chapter members can easily attend.  And all chapter members who attend will be able to vote!  The exact dates and location have not yet been announced.
In other news from National NOW:

National Organization for Women (NOW) Demands Answers and Action in McKinney, Texas Washington, D.C. – We can only look with revulsion on the images from McKinney, TX, of a white police officer pushing a 15-year old Black girl in a bathing suit face-down on the ground and placing a knee on her back. Today, we are shocked, angered, and deeply worried for the well being of this young woman. Tomorrow, we need answers, and action. If the girl had been white, would she have received the same treatment from the white police officers on the scene?

Hotline to Report ACA Violations in Women's Healthcare Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, most health insurance plans must cover birth control and other important women's health needs at no additional cost.  But not all insurance providers are complying with the law. Many women are still paying out-of-pocket for birth control and other healthcare needs. Please share the National Women's Law Center's free hotline to report these violations:  1-866-745-5487, or visit CoverHer.org.
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Student Publications Clear Transgender Path at School By Emily Powers, Teen Voices at Women's eNews.  Schools in Colorado and Massachusetts show how student publications can play a crucial role in exposing peers to the idea of transgender people and supporting them by using preferred names and pronouns.
Obama Pressed to Act on Post-Rape Abortion Aid By Alana Chloe Esposito, WeNews correspondent.  Religious and human rights advocates are calling on Obama on June 4 to take executive action to ensure access to abortion for women and girls raped in conflict. "We know he is listening," says one organizer.
In Mali, Grocer Wages War on FGM from His Closet By Juliet S. Sorensen, WeNews commentator.  This tireless fighter told a contingent of visitors that if we wanted to truly engage in the struggle, we must see FGM take place. Then he showed us a video on his computer.
Pregnancy Centers Reined in; U.K. Poverty May Grow By WeNews staff.  The California Assembly has passed legislation requiring crisis pregnancy centers to provide comprehensive information about reproductive health care options. Also this week, a coalition of charities has warned that the U.K. risks widening gender inequality because of austerity policies that...

Pregnant Teens Need Adult Support, Not Shaming By Aimee Thorne-Thomsen, WeNews commentator.  Young people should not lose their right to education when they become pregnant or parents. But this is what happens when adults in their schools and communities subject them to harsh judgment.
Barnard Changes Policy; Chinese Group Shut Down By WeNews staff.  Barnard College will now be accepting transgender women.  Also this week, a Chinese women's rights organization has been forced to shut down permanently because of mounting pressure from authorities.
Critics Spot Dangers in a Campus Safety Bill By Ann Marie Cunningham, WeNews correspondent.  The campus safety legislation, called CASA, faces a Senate vote this month. Critics say that while it may be designed to curb rape and sex assault at colleges, it could actually make it harder to investigate and prosecute campus rape.
Fathers: Please Step Up and Take Quality Daddy Time By Cynthia Hess, WeNews commentator.  Women are still taking much more time off work than men to care for their children. Economically and culturally, the status quo incentivizes that. But this can change with paid parental leave and paid sick days policies. Innovations such as nontransferable time off available just to fathers may...
Joy's Parents Won't Pay Her School Fees By Akurut Sharon, WIL Uganda commentator.  Writer Akurut Sharon knows eight girls whose parents are refusing to pay for their daughters' school fees because "it's a waste of time to educate a girl."

Caitlyn Jenner Gives Neurosexism Another Star Turn By Caryl Rivers and Rosalind C. Barnett.  Let's stop the latest talk of male and female brains before it goes much further. We don't want to put transgender people in the same old sex-role binds that have caused so much harm in the past.
Georgia Reports Huge Disparities in Maternal Mortality By Marsha Walton, WeNews correspondent.  The state that ranks worst in the nation for maternal mortality is beginning to grapple with data. Its first findings indicate that pregnancy can be fatal far more often for women of color.
Guatemalan Double Standard Limits Femicide Courts By Louisa Reynolds, WeNews correspondent.  Male infidelity is widely accepted in Guatemala, but also more likely to get a woman killed than in any other country in Latin America. That's a challenge for the new femicide courts, which are battling a culture of impunity for violence against women.
Caretakers Everywhere: $15 Shows We Care Too By Elizabeth Johnsen, WeNews commentator  The hard and intimate work of personal care assistants allows those with a disability or illness to live an active life. While $15 an hour doesn't come close to compensating for all their work, it's a start.
Turkish Women Gain; Appeals Court OKs Abortion Law By WeNews staff.  The parliamentary elections in Turkey have led to the highest number of female deputies in the country's history of democracy. Also this week, a panel of the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals has upheld some of the most onerous parts of a Texas abortion law.
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.

Ninth Circuit Rules Idaho’s Abortion Ban and Several Abortion Restrictions Unconstitutional In a major victory for women’s reproductive rights, the US Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit upheld a lower court ruling striking down Idaho’s 20-week abortion ban, ruling that the law was “facially unconstitutional” because it banned abortions before viability, in direct violation of Roe v. Wade.
New Nigerian Law Bans Genital Mutilation  Last month outgoing Nigerian President Goodluck Jonathan signed a law formally banning female genital mutilation (FGM). Despite the progressive action, many say that it will take years for FGM practices to cease due to its cultural pervasiveness.

UPDATE: Murder Charges Dropped for Georgia Woman Taking Abortion Pills Dougherty County District Attorney Greg Edwards announced that murder charges against a Georgia woman who ended her pregnancy using a prescription abortion pill she ordered online have been dropped.

Police Need to be Held Accountable for Violence Against Black Women and Girls  McKinney, Texas police officer Eric Casebolt’s violent attack on Dajerria Becton, a 15-year-old African American girl at a neighborhood pool party, which was captured on video, went immediately viral.
Virginia’s Abortion Clinics Renew Licenses Amidst Regulation Dispute The Virginia Board of Health announced last week that all 18 abortion clinics in the state have renewed their licenses, despite anti-abortion efforts to place limitations on Virginia clinics. 

Organizations Urge the President to Reinterpret Helms Amendment and Aid Nigerian Refugees  Catholics for Choice in partnership with the Center for Health and Gender Equity (CHANGE) launched a campaign last week in response to more than 200 girls raped and impregnated by Boko Haram members, urging President Obama to reinterpret the Helms Amendment to include abortion care.
The Senate Blocked the Military Justice Improvement Act Again  The Military Justice Improvement Act (MJIA), championed by Senator Kirsten Gilibrand (D-NY), was once again blocked by the Senate.

Loretta Lynch Takes Oath of Office
Attorney General Loretta Lynch took the oath of office, becoming the first African American woman to serve in the role. Lynch was sworn in by Supreme Court Justice Sotomayor using Frederick Douglass’ bible at the investiture ceremony, which gives her official rank as United States Attorney General.

New Poll Reaffirms That 1 in 5 College Women are Sexually Assaulted  A recently released Washington Post-Kaiser Family Foundation poll reaffirmed the commonly-cited statistic that one in five women, or twenty percent, who attended college in the past four years say they were sexually assaulted. The data also show that students are divided about the definition of consent, that victims of sexual assault suffer from trauma, and that a small minority of victims report the crime.
President Obama Delivers Moving Eulogy in Charleston  The nation is remembering the nine victims of the Emanuel AME Church mass shooting, as President Obama gave an unforgettable eulogy for State Senator Reverend Clementa Pinckney.

The Supreme Court Fair Housing Ruling is a Civil Rights Victory  The court in a 5-4 decision written by Justice Anthony Kennedy upheld the use of disparate impact claims under the 1968 Fair Housing Act, which bans housing discrimination on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex, familial status, or national origin.

Supreme Court Decides: Obamacare Lives  In a momentous victory, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the Affordable Care Act, also known as “Obamacare,” and protected access to health insurance for millions of families and individuals.
The Fifth Circuit Has Put Texas Abortion Clinics in Crisis  The US Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals has refused to suspend a ruling upholding harmful anti-abortion provisions.  BREAKING: Another SCOTUS victory! In a 5-4 ruling issued this past Monday, June 29th, the Supreme Court temporarily suspended a decision by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit that would have closed all but nine abortion clinics in the entire state of Texas.
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!

Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.
