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June, 2015
June is LGBT Pride Month
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – vacant
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, June 8th, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2015 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Local Chapter Information:
As usual, several chapter members are planning to attend the 2015 Pride Day in Asbury Park on June 7, starting at noon.  The previous evening we will be helping to build the Somerset County LGBT Democratic Caucus float for the parade, and we will be riding their float this year.  Contact the chapter for more details about the parade and the float-building event.  Check out http://www.jerseypride.org/ for more details about the event in general.

National Organization for Women Condemns Governor Jindal’s “Marriage and Conscience” Executive Order
NOW’s President Terry O’Neill has released the following statement:  Washington, D.C. – The National Organization for Women (NOW) condemns Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal’s Executive Order BJ 15-8, a measure that uses religion to justify discrimination and denial of basic rights to same-sex couples.  NOW has decided not to cancel our annual national conference in New Orleans June 19 – 21, despite Governor Jindal’s homophobic action.  We are thankful that New Orleans’ Mayor Mitch Landrieu has confirmed that city’s acceptance and welcome to all.  With Mayor Landrieu’s Counter Executive Order in mind, we will go forward with the conference…

2015 NOW Annual Conference: Strategy Summit & Bylaws Convention  

Registration is now open for the 2015 NOW Annual Conference!  The 2015 National NOW Conference will be held from June 19-21 in New Orleans, Louisiana at the Hyatt Regency.  Not only will this conference feature amazing speakers, valuable skills building workshops, and plenty of local culture, this Conference will be an opportunity for us to come together and tackle the critical issues on NOW’s agenda and shape the future of women’s rights.  Additionally, this year’s conference will give NOW activists the opportunity to address our bylaws and organizational structure. Register today!
Information from the National Office
· Hotline to Report ACA Violations in Women's Healthcare.  Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, most health insurance plans must cover birth control and other important women's health needs at no additional cost. But not all insurance providers are complying with the law. Many women are still paying out-of-pocket for birth control and other healthcare needs. Please share the National Women's Law Center's free hotline to report these violations: 1-866-745-5487, or visit CoverHer.org.
· Rape Kit Backlog Grants.  The federal government has estimated that over 400,000 rape kits sit untested in police and crime storage facilities across the country in what is known as the rape kit backlog. Jurisdictions often cite lack of resources and personnel as the largest barrier to processing more rape kits. The New York County District Attorney is accepting grant applications until June 1 for a $35 million initiative that focuses on testing untested sexual assault kits nationwide. Please use the resources available in the issue advisory and work with your local police or elected officials, educating them on the issue and making them aware of the funds available.
· Baltimore Uprising.  As we have seen recently, there have been many emotional reactions to the riots in Baltimore. This blog piece, posted on NOW's Say it Sister blog, contains many helpful links to articles about riot-shaming, being a white ally, and how sexism and transphobia/cissexism further diminish public awareness of police brutality against communities of color. NOW chapters are community leaders and it's important for us to share why this is a key feminist issue.
Here’s a Washington Post article that may be of interest:  America’s biggest city halls have more gender balance than Congress, but it’s still pretty low.  The government of Austin, Tex., came under fire this week after it was revealed that its city manager's office held a two-hour training meeting in March to prepare city employees for their new first-ever, female-majority city council. The training covered things like how 1) women ask a lot of questions, 2) they aren't good with numbers and 3) we can expect to see a lot more women run for office because of Hillary Clinton's candidacy.
From Planned Parenthood:



                                            on Facebook" \t "_blank"

Take the quiz: The wacky, face-palming stuff anti-women's health politicians say.
  Think you know how far women's health opponents are willing to go to push their ideology? Take our 5-question quiz to find out.
Excerpts From Ms. Magazine, Spring 2015 (not yet on line):
Women on Waves, which sails out to international waters to provide reproductive health services, has released a first-of-its-kind app that gives women information on how to access the abortion pill misoprostol in their countries.

Black Girls Matter by Kimberlé Crenshaw.  When national initiatives to help youth of color focus only on boys, the needs of our most vulnerable young women become invisible. …

Living in the Crosshairs: The Untold Stories of Anti-Abortion Terrorism by David S. Cohen and Krysten Connon, Oxford University Press.  A book review by Vanessa C. Adriance.  [This book] exposes the harrowing reality facing abortion providers in the U.S. … a life of constant harassment and stalking, of hate mail and cyber-bullying and criminal trespass at their homes …
The Legacies of Boxer and Mikulski by Donna Brazile.  We’ll miss these two pioneering women senators.  At a time when we need women’s voices in Washington more than ever, we’ll be losing two of the best in January 2017 …
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
For Victims of Wartime Rape, Abortion Out of Reach  By Alana Chloe Esposito, WeNews correspondent.  Here's what one Kenyan woman says about being forced to carry through a pregnancy that resulted from a rape during a conflict period: Obama could end such suffering by clarifying that U.S. law actually does allow abortion funding in such circumstances, a health activist says.
Loretta Lynch OK'd; Race, Gender Limit School Sports  By WeNews staff.  After months of delay, the Senate approved Loretta E. Lynch to be U.S. attorney general. Also this week, a report shows that heavily minority schools have large athletics gaps for female students.
Mayweather Blues: Why #BlackWomensLivesMatter  By Christen A. Smith and Alysia Mann Carey, WeNews commentators.  Without question, we desperately need to expand our discussions of #BlackLivesMatter to honestly include black women. Not only are black women killed by the police, black women are also threatened by interpersonal violence. And the two are intimately intertwined.
Sri Lanka Bid for Female Workers Raises Questions  By Chandani Jayatilleke, WeNews correspondent.  Before more women enter booming, male-dominated sectors, what about harassment and violence? And who does the housework? "Unless men enter the kitchen, women cannot enter politics," a leading activist told a recent U.N. forum.
For Abortion, Some Teens Cut School, Go to Court  By Tatyana Bellamy-Walker, Teen Voices at Women's eNews.  In 38 states, teens must require parental consent to get an abortion. To conceal the procedure from their parents some seek "judicial bypass." Here, a woman in Wisconsin looks back on what that entailed 11 years ago, when she was 17.
Guatamalan Domestic Workers Reveal a Dirty Business  By Louisa Reynolds, WeNews correspondent.  "It's been hard," says a domestic worker who is struggling to organize and bring the country in line with the region. "The women are afraid and they have been told that if you're a labor organizer you're going to get killed."
Pope Supports Equal Pay; Baltimore Video Goes Viral  By WeNews staff.  Pope Francis criticized pay inequality between men and women. Also this week, in the wake of the Baltimore riots following the death of Freddie Gray, a video of a black mother confronting her son went viral.  Editor’s Note: While we concur that parents strongly advising their kids not to engage in destructive behavior such as rioting, we do not condone the behavior exhibited by this mother.  Violence begets violence. 
DIY Abortions Can Have Legal Complications  By Carol Downer, WeNews commentator.  Legal problems were limited in the reproductive sovereignty movement decades ago. But in the absence of knowledgeable support groups, which were crucial for us, the current trend in DIY medication abortions could be riskier.
Dina Kawar: UN Needs More Female Peacekeepers  By Alana Chloe Esposito, WeNews correspondent.  The first Arab woman to serve as president of the U.N. Security Council, Dina Kawar talks to Women's eNews about the U.N.'s role in protecting women in conflict, as well as female Syrian refugees in Jordan.
Forever 21 Transgender Case Marks Legal Flashpoint  By Kristin Gallagher, WeNews commentator.  A lawsuit claims that supervisors called a worker undergoing a male-female transition "disgusting" and a "hot mess." The lawsuit challenging the employer's conduct is part of a growing trend of expanding legal protections for transgender individuals.
Latina Health Champion Spotlights Cancer Risks  By Liza Gross, WeNews correspondent.  Ysabel Duron, founder of Latinas Contra Cancer, is on a mission to lower cancer mortality among Latinas. In this five-question interview she talks about what works and problems, such as scarce research, that desperately need a remedy.
N.Y. Targets Nail Salons; House OKs Abortion Ban  By WeNews staff.  New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo has decided to crack down on the mistreatment of workers in nail salons. Also, the U.S. House voted to ban most abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy.
'I'll See You in My Dreams' Opens May 15, Pure Fun  By Jennifer Merin, WeNews film critic.  Other films not to miss, which open in the next two weeks, include the femme-centric thriller "Every Secret Thing" and the eye opening documentary "Seeds of Time."
UN Sex Violence Envoy: Focusing on Syria, Iraq  By Alana Chloe Esposito, WeNews correspondent.  The U.N.'s special representative on sex violence in conflict zones answers questions about the spread of rape, sexual slavery and forced marriage as a strategy of war and tactic of terror in the Middle East, particularly by the Islamic State.
Lifelong Wage Gaps Shrink Women's Social Security Checks  By Sharon Johnson, WeNews senior correspondent.  Trends in female employment all add up to a "perfect storm" for women's retirement, says a labor economist. Those trends also raise women's stakes in any election-year discussion of adding or subtracting from Social Security.
India's 'Dark Is Beautiful' Campaign Builds Force  By Swati Sanyal Tarafdar, WeNews Correspondent.  "Many women, and men, nurse a feeling of unworthiness and despair for being dark," says the founder of the campaign, which has spread throughout the country by word of mouth and is attracting interest now from activists in other countries.
Same-Sex Marriage Fits In Fine With History  By Caryl Rivers, WeNews commentator.  An argument against same-sex marriage has a warm, fuzzy Dr. Spock-ian ring. But a review of recent writings shows how marriage had nothing to do with child welfare. The shift of marriage towards love is an ideal best supported by making it inclusive.
Abortion Clinic Boss Dons Bullet-Proof Vest; Uses Decoys  By David S. Cohen and Krysten Connon, WeNews guest authors.  Kristina Romero is just one of the many abortion providers across the country who deals with risks, from stalking to her children's lives being threatened, say David S. Cohen and Krysten Connon in this excerpt from "Living in the Crosshairs."
#SayHerName Kicked Off; Tennessee Limits Abortion  By WeNews staff.  The national day of action to end police violence against black women took place this week. However in Tennessee, more restrictions are being considered for women seeking an abortion.
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

House Reverses DC Law Banning Reproductive Health Discrimination by Employers  The US House of Representatives voted in late April to overturn a Washington, DC, law that makes it illegal for employers to retaliate against employees who use their insurance to cover procedures like in-vitro fertilization or abortion and contraception for themselves, their spouses, or their children.
400 Women and Children Have Been Rescued From Boko Haram in Nigeria  In two different operations in under a week, Nigerian troops have rescued more than 400 women and children who had been kidnapped by Boko Haram.
Purvi Patel, Imprisoned for a Miscarriage in Indiana, Has Filed an Appeal  Purvi Patel, who was convicted of feticide and felony neglect in April in Indiana for what she continually asserts was a miscarriage, filed an appeal arguing there is no proof she took drugs to intentionally end her pregnancy.
Hillary Clinton Calls for Criminal Justice Reform and an End to Mass Incarceration  Hillary Clinton delivered the keynote address at the 18th Annual Dinkins Leadership and Public Policy Forum, addressing directly criminal justice reforms she would like to see to prevent another “incarceration generation.”

North Carolina House Passes 72-Hour Abortion Waiting Period  The North Carolina state House has passed a 72-hour waiting period for women seeking abortion care.

LGBT Rights Activists Applaud Bruce Jenner Coming Out As Trans  LGBT activists around the world applauded Bruce Jenner, the former Olympic gold medalist and reality TV personality, for coming out as transgender.
The ERA was Re-introduced in the Senate for Ratification  Just in time for Mother’s Day, U.S. Senator Ben Cardin (D-Md.) re-introduced a joint resolution to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) to the U.S Constitution.  S.J. Res. 15 was introduced with 26 original cosponsors including Senator Mark Kirk (R-Il). The resolution would remove the deadline set by congress for ratification of the ERA
Report Released by Sen. Gillibrand Shows Underreporting of Military Sexual Assault  A new report released by Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) shows the Department of Defense is grossly under-reporting the number of sexual assault crimes in the US military, particularly those occurring on military bases.
House Passes 20-Week Abortion Ban Limiting Access for Rape Survivors  The House passed a 20-week abortion bill, making it plain that House Republicans feel that denying women access to abortion care is one of their top three priorities.
Obama Administration Clarifies ACA Birth Control Benefit After Reports of Conflicting Policies  The Obama administration announced yesterday in new guidance to health insurance companies that insurers are obligated to cover all forms of birth control under the Affordable Care Act.
New York Politicians, Advocates, and Activists Have Come Together to Protect Nail Salon Workers  Following a report by the New York Times on the exploitation of nail salon workers almost two weeks ago, New York state and city officials have partnered with advocates and volunteers to bring comprehensive educational programs and labor reforms to the 5,000 licensed salons in the state.
California Passes Legislation Requiring Fake Clinics to Inform Patients About Abortion  The California State Assembly passed the Reproductive Freedom, Accountability, Comprehensive Care and Transparency (FACT) Act, requiring Crisis Pregnancy Centers to inform patients of all their options, including abortion, as well as disclosing that they do not have medical licenses.

Ireland Votes Overwhelmingly to Legalize Same-Sex Marriage  Ireland voted to pass a national referendum legalizing same-sex marriage over the weekend, becoming the first country in the world to achieve marriage equality through a popular vote.

Appeals Court Rules Abortion Ban Past 12 Weeks Unconstitutional  The eight circuit Court of Appeals just ruled an Arkansas abortion ban at 12 weeks of pregnancy as unconstitutional, permanently blocking this extreme abortion ban.

Maryland Governor Will Not Veto LGBT Rights Bill

 HYPERLINK "http://org.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=yxcHOw3VflYdUsjzfilQEctr%2FaqsFBVd"   Maryland Governor announced that he will not veto two pieces of legislation protecting LGBT rights passed by the state legislature in March, meaning they will soon become law, eliminating barriers for transgender folks changing their birth certificates, and eliminating insurance discrimination for fertility benefits.

Seattle Public School Includes IUD and Contraceptive Implant Services at School Health Clinic  A public high school in Seattle will now be offering services for its students to provide long-lasting reversible birth control options, such as IUDs or hormonal implants, at the school-based health center.
Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!

Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

