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March, 2015
March is Women’s History Month
March 8th is International Women’s Day
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – vacant
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Mon., March 9th, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2015 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter Information:
Former local New Jersey Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula has been confirmed for a 6-year term on the NJ Board of Public Utilities.  His appointed replacement, Assemblyman Joe Danielsen, will be hosting an office opening event on Wednesday March 4th starting at 4 pm at Assemblyman Danielsen's new district office (888 Easton Ave, 2nd Floor; Somerset, NJ).  Light refreshments will be served.  For more information, contact Joe Forte at joe.forte.global@gmail.com. 
The Walk and The Talk

A group of students at Drew University in Madison, NJ, known as the Civic Scholars at the Center for Civic Engagement, is sponsoring The Walk and The Talk to raise interest in and awareness of the issue of Rape and Sexual Assault in the United States Armed Forces and to fundraise for the Service Women’s Action Network (SWAN).  The Talk will be Sunday, March 29, 2015 at 7:00 PM, campus location to be announced.  Deb Huber, President of NOW-NJ, will be one of the speakers.  The Walk will be Sunday, April 12, 2015 at 10:00 AM for a distance of about one-half mile starting at the Dorothy Young Center for the Arts.

Trenton Area NOW is reorganizing
Their first meeting will be Tuesday, 
March 3, 2015 from 6:30pm to 8pm at the Lawrence branch of the Mercer County Library, 2751 Brunswick Pike, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648.  At this meeting they will focus on their purpose, structure, and mission for 2015 and beyond.  The meeting is free and open to all members of the public.  Contact nowtrenton@gmail.com with any questions.

2015 Annual Conference: Strategy Summit & Bylaws Convention  
Have you heard the news?  You can now register for the 2015 NOW Annual Conference!  The 2015 National NOW Conference will be held from June 19-21 in New Orleans, Louisiana at the Hyatt Regency.  Not only will this conference feature amazing speakers, valuable skill building workshops, and plenty of local culture, this Conference will be an opportunity for us to come together and tackle the critical issues on NOW’s agenda and shape the future of women’s rights.  Additionally, this year’s conference will give NOW activists the opportunity to address our bylaws and organizational structure. Register today!
Submitted by chapter member Dorothy:

Anti-abortion advocate Dr. Willke dies at 89 in Ohio  CINCINNATI (AP) - Dr. John Willke, an obstetrician who helped shape the modern anti-abortion movement with ideas including a belief that a woman can resist conception from a sexual assault, has died, his daughter said Saturday [February 21, 2015]. He was 89. …
From National NOW’s “What’s Happening NOW” Newsletter
If you are not receiving this newsletter, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!  These short blurbs are just teasers…

SCOTUS Watch  On March 4, the Supreme Court will hear arguments for King v. Burwell, a case that has the potential to completely dismantle the Affordable Care Act (ACA)…

Women's Health Protection Act  And now, for some good news! Women's rights champions in Congress have worked hard to re-introduce the Women's Health Protection Act of 2015, H.R. 448 / S. 217.

Links to other articles and opinions:

· Alabama's Battle for Marriage Equality
· Women Who Had Abortions After 20 Weeks Explain Why They're Necessary
· Virginia GOP Rescinds Support For Equal Rights Amendment
· Alabama Marriage Mess Shows Dangers of Distorted 'Religious Liberty' Claims
From Ms. Magazine, Winter 2015 (not yet on line):
Lest We Forget

· “I don’t know why it’s so hard to believe women.  You go to Saudi Arabia and you need two women to testify against a man.  Here you need 25.”  – JAY LENO on Bill Cosby’s many rape accusers, in a public conversation at a television executives’ convention.
Milestones
· Malala Yousafzai became the youngest recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize, honored for her fearless advocacy of girls’ education in her native Pakistan and around the world.

· Ava Duvernay is the first African American woman nominated for a Best Director Golden Globe.  Her film Selma was nominated for a Best Picture Oscar but not for Best Director, causing an uproar over Black invisibility.

· Rutgers University has endowed a chair named for Ms. Cofounder Gloria Steinem.  Its occupant will focus on the intersection of feminism, technology and the media.
· Seven women were honored with the 2014 Presidential Medal of Freedom:  actor Meryl Streep, author Isabelle Allende, physicist Mildred Dresselhaus, philanthropist Ethel Kennedy, Native American activist Suzan Harjo, the late congresswoman Patsy Mink, and Free to Be…You and Me (once a regular Ms. feature) creator Marlo Thomas.

Ms. Calendar
· April 14 Equal Pay Day
This date marks how far women must work into the year 2015 to earn what men earned in 2014.  Wear red to symbolize how far “in the red” women and minorities remain in their wages.  www.pay-equity.org 

The Courage to Resist

Ethiopian filmmakers and Angelina Jolie work to end the crime of child marriage-by-abduction.  Marriage through abduction – which includes repeatedly raping a girl until she’s impregnated – actually has a name in Ethiopia, telefa, and is considered cultural tradition in some parts of the country.  The documentary film Difret, for which Angelina Jolie was executive producer, details this “tradition.” (by Michele Kort)
ERA Yes

(by Gaylynn Burroughs, policy director for the Feminist Majority Foundation)

Thirty-three years after the Equal Rights Amendment fell just short of ratification, it’s time to once again push for inscribing women’s equality in the U.S. Constitution.
Injustice League

(by Dave Zirin, sports editor at The Nation magazine)  The NFL has covered up domestic violence, head trauma, and the possible connection between the two.  “Domestic violence accounts for 48 percent of arrests for violent crimes among NFL players, compared to our estimated 21 percent nationally.”

The Wonder Women of History

In her latest book, The Secret History of Wonder Woman, Harvard historian and New Yorker staff writer Jill Lepore has taken on Ms.’ favorite superhero.  Besides telling tales of the polyamorous lifestyle of the comic’s creator, William Moulton Marston, and unearthing his connection to birth control pioneer Margaret Sanger, Lepore also reveals the direct feminist underpinnings of his hero – including the regular biographical feature in the quarterly Wonder Woman compilation called “The Wonder Women of History.”
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
'Fifty Shades of Grey' Eroticizes Torture
By Wendy Murphy (WeNews contributing editor)  I'd planned to write a piece about how violent porn is women's "blackface," akin to minstrel shows that once celebrated black people as simpletons who enjoyed being mistreated.  But now I have something even more basic to say.
Tell Her to Play #LikeAGirl and Win at Life By Hajer Naili (WeNews staff reporter) Feb. 4 was National Girls and Women's Sports Day.  As plenty of research shows, athletics give participants a lifelong boost,  but girls in under-served neighborhoods are missing out.
McDonald's Workers in Virginia Test Who's Boss By Miranda S. Spivack (WeNews correspondent) Their case concerns civil-rights violations of low-wage workers, most of them women.  It also tests whether – in line with a recent NLRB decision – the world's largest hamburger chain can be taken to task as their employer.
Why Doesn't She Leave?  Here's What They Say  By Jess McCabe (WeNews correspondent)  It took her nine years to finally leave.  Confusion was a big part of the delay since this, after all, wasn't an obviously aggressive bully.  This was a man who seemed at first to worship her.  The first of three brief interviews with survivors.
Pope Dodges Birth Control Issue in Philippines By Iris C. Gonzales (WeNews correspondent) Pope Francis leaves his pro-family, anti-poverty message echoing in the Philippines, where poor families forgo artificial birth control and migrant workers feel compelled to leave their homes and travel overseas into the hands of powerful employers.

Veiled Muslim Teens Reflect on World Hijab Day By Alyssa Orcuilo (Teen Voices at Women's eNews)  Though it may expose them to greater harassment, these teens still choose to wear the hijab.  One waited until high school, while another didn't factor her peers' reactions into her decision. Follow other conversations on Twitter #‎WorldHijabDay‬.
Paid Leave in Motion; Missouri to Limit Teen Rights By WeNews staff.  House Democrats have proposed the Federal Employees Paid Parental Leave Act.  Also, three separate abortion bills, two impacting minors, were proposed by the Republican majority in Missouri.
Backlash in Europe: Women's Reproductive Rights Threatened By Juhie Bhatia and Hajer Naili (WeNews correspondents) While much of the media coverage of the "war on women" focuses on the United States, the anti-choice movement is also increasing across the European Union.
School BMI Screenings Can Foster Fat Shaming By Annetta Ramsay (WeNews commentator) Eating disorders are grounded in shame and shame is the glue that makes them stick.  Shame doesn't work.  We should focus on health, not obesity or weight loss.  So let's join the push against school BMI screenings and look for other ways to fight childhood obesity.
Domestic Violence Steals Spotlight at Grammys By Hajer Naili (WeNews staff reporter) The President's Grammy night remarks to celebrities with huge fan followings pleased a representative of the National Sexual Violence Resources Center.  Another activist calls it a good start, but looks for more accountability when celebrities turn violent.
U.K. Cutbacks Shrink Routes for Escaping Violence By Jess McCabe-WeNews correspondent) Providers of domestic-safety services are falling short of funding and a reform to the benefits system may place even more control over financial matters in the hands of an abusive partner.
No One Was There to Help, Despite Flagrant Abuse By Jess McCabe (WeNews correspondent) There is a certain bitterness against her parents, looking back.  "When I was lying there in a pool of blood and covered in scratches, I do feel a bit like they let me down."  The third of three brief interviews with survivors about why they didn't leave after the first incident of abuse.
Spain's Abortion Law Under Threat Despite Rescue By Juhie Bhatia and Hajer Naili (WeNews managing editor and staff reporter) The ruling party is pushing ahead with a restriction on minors and the current abortion law – safeguarded in September – could be weakened by a decision of the country's Constitutional Court. But for now, pro-choice activists are breathing a sigh of relief.
Why Women Are Conflicted by the Feminist Label By Deborah L. Rhode (WeNews guest author) Feminism's association with activism is one reason people shy away from it, says Deborah L. Rhode in this excerpt from "What Women Want."  A history of negative media coverage has also fueled this aversion.
Super Bowl Airs No More Ads; Man Said to Rape 100+ By WeNews staff.  Two commercials aired during the Super Bowl that addressed issues of domestic violence and sexual assault as well as biases against girls.  Also, Japanese police arrested a man for allegedly sexually assaulting more than 100 women who believed they were taking part in a medical study.
Save the Date – May 5 – Women's eNews 21 Leaders Gala  Join We-News for the 14th Annual Gala benefiting Women's eNews and honoring 21 Leaders for the 21st Century 2015, an awe inspiring, reader-nominated list of individuals dedicated to improving the lives of women and girls across the globe.
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Feminist Jobs

The Feminist Majority Foundation has started a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.

Black Girls Matter: New Report Exposes Gendered and Racial Disparities in Education Too Often Erased  A new report outlines the obstacles facing Black girls in America’s school systems – and demands that advocates, policymakers, and educators do better to foster safe spaces for Black girls to learn and grow.
The World Future Council Calls on Governments to End FGM  The World Future Councilors and Ambassadors are calling on governments to end the practice of Female Genitalia Mutilation, or FGM.
Michigan Lawmakers Want to Create Even More Extraneous Requirements for Abortion Providers  Lawmakers in Michigan introduced in February yet another reporting requirement for physicians performing an abortion, with the specific aim of increasing the number of reported complications from abortion.

Northern Ireland’s Human Right Commission To Review Abortion Ban  The Human Rights Commission (HRC) in Northern Ireland won its call for a judicial review on the region’s restrictive abortion law.

UVA President Announces Initiatives to Curb Campus Sexual Assault  The University of Virginia’s president, Teresa Sullivan, recently spoke to the campus community about what’s next in their push to end sexual assault on campus and strengthen their policies for survivors.
Women Who Protested Saudi Arabia’s Driving Ban Remain in Prison  Women’s rights activists who protested Saudi Arabia’s driving ban in November remain imprisoned.

Two Imprisoned Women’s Rights Activists in the Middle East Have Been Freed  Women’s rights activists in Saudi Arabia and Iran were freed recently.  Both women were arrested in October and served around 90 days in prison for their non-violent crimes.
Activist Monica Jones Can Now Appeal Her Conviction for “Walking While Trans”  An Arizona appeals court has overruled an April verdict that found activist Monica Jones guilty of “walking while trans” in a case that highlighted police profiling of trans women of color.
Kate Brown Just Became America’s First-Ever Openly Bisexual Governor  Brown's election represents a victory for women and LGBT folks, who are underrepresented in gubernatorial positions as well as in all levels of national and state leadership.

New Bill Would Create a Registry of Military Sex Offenders  Due to loopholes in the system, many convicted sex offenders in the military are not registered sex offenders once they exit the military.

Lawmakers Push Forward with Abortion Restrictions Across the Nation  In states such as Washington, Arizona, Minnesota, and South Carolina, lawmakers are introducing bills placing restrictions on abortion access.

Yale Fraternity That Violated Sexual Misconduct Policy Now Banned From Campus  The fraternity Sigma Alpha Epsilon (SAE) will not be allowed to hold on-campus activities, use the school bulletin boards or email system to communicate, or use the fraternity’s name “in connection with the university."

Houston Is Finally Testing a Backlog of Thirty-Year-Old Rape Kits  The city of Houston, Texas has finally begun testing decades-old rape kits – and in just one week, those have led to hundreds of leads.
This Bipartisan Bill Will Hold Colleges Accountable for Ending Campus Sexual Assault  A bipartisan bill aimed at holding colleges and universities accountable for rape and sexual assault cases was introduced in Congress on February 26, spearheaded by Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY).
If This Bill Passes, Federal Law Will Mandate Consent Education in Public Schools  Right now, federal law does not require health or sex education to include sexual assault prevention – but that could change with a new bill introduced by Senators Claire McCaskill (D-MO) and Tim Kaine (D-VA).

President Obama Pushed for Immigration Reform at a Florida International University Town Hall  President Obama attended an immigration town hall at Florida International University February 25 to discuss immigration policy. It marked the first time a president has ever visited the FIU campus.

Malawi’s Parliament Voted Unanimously to End Child Marriage  The Malawian Parliament voted unanimously last week to ban child marriage, an important move for a country with one of the highest child marriage rates in the world.

Obama Vetoed the Keystone XL Pipeline, But The Fight Isn’t Over  President Obama used his executive powers to veto the highly contentious Keystone XL pipeline construction proposal yesterday. The veto marked the third of his entire presidency.
FMLA Update Will Expand Protections for Thousands of Same-Sex Couples  The US Labor Department updated the Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA) this week to revise the meaning of “spouse” to include same-sex partners who reside in another state.


General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

